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Malus floribunda 
 
This is a small rounded deciduous tree at the eastern end of Farm Road. The flower buds 
are a distinctive dark pink in bud that fade in colour to pink, opening to white petals. 
Flowering is mid spring from about late September and into October. This is a small bun 
shaped plant with arching branches that has a spread greater than its height. 
 

 
Leaves simple, alternate, petiolate. Flowers stalked, with five free petals.  
 

 
Arching stems, pendulous at tips, flowers freely in mid spring, hardy and generally appear 
free from pests and disease. 
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Malus ‘Jack Humm’ 
 
There is a single tree of this cultivar labelled at the western end of the border to the north of 
Hudson parallel with Ellesmere Junction Road. This appears to be a relatively young tree 
possibly planted in the last four years or so. The fruits in the tree behind are of Pyrus 
calleryana which seem to hold old fruit right through even until after new flowering occurs in 
September. 
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Malus ‘Red Jade’ 
 
This is a small deciduous tree in the border north of Hudson Hall near Ellesmere Junction 
Road. It has a weeping habit of growth and was probably planted in the late 1990’s or early 
2000’s judging by its relative size. It has been grafted quite high on the rootstock and has a 
weeping habit of growth. This tree has a plastic hand written label attached that is barely 
legible. 
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Malus ‘Van Eseltine’ 
 
This tree is in the border north of Hudson Hall on Ellesmere Junction Road. This is a small 
deciduous tree amongst a number of ornamental Malus in the same area. This tree was 
planted on 17th July 1998 as a memorial to Andrea Janet Wilkinson. There is a plaque at the 
base of the tree. 
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Malus x purpurea ‘Eleyi’ 
 
This is a small deciduous flowering tree at the eastern end of Farm Road on the south side 
adjacent to Springs Road. It is one of the few surviving ornamental apples left in this area. It 
is the only example of this cultivar on campus that I am aware of.  This tree flowers toward 
the end of September and has deep dark purple or maroon single flowers. 
 

 
Flowers in this picture were just a few that were open, picture 23rd September 2008. 
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Melaleuca squarrosa 
 
This evergreen shrub is growing along the north facing wall of the Library. There is another 
example on South Drive near the Seed Tech. Buildings at the entrance to the car park 
without any of the advantages of the warm micro climate of the library specimen, indicating 
this species is perfectly hardy at Lincoln.  They are best in a full sun position. 
 

 
Melaleuca squarrosa pictured growing against the north facing wall of the library. 
 

 
Pale yellow bottle brush like clusters of flowers in late spring – early summer, followed by 
persistent woody capsules.
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Melicope ternata      wharangi 
 
This is an evergreen New Zealand native shrub that is growing against the east facing wall 
of Colombo Hall. There are two shrubs of this species growing side by side and are about 2-
2.5m in height. These two shrubs were planted grown from seed collected in Akaroa by Dan 
Dennehy of the Grounds Department.  This is not a commonly grown species in Canterbury 
and is normally frost tender, but clearly benefitting from reradiated heat from the building.  
 

 
Dan Dennehy and Melicope ternata he introduced to the Lincoln campus. This is a shiny 
leaved evergreen shrub, not suited to planting at Lincoln in open areas. 

 
Leaves are opposite, ternately compound, petiolate, leaflets obovate to ovate, gland dotted, 
darker shiny above, paler below, margins undulate and entire. 

 
Early flowers photographed mid August. Flowers are greenish in late winter-spring, in 
compound corymbs of 3‘s in the leaf axils, followed by pale brown, deeply divided (capsules 
– cocci) with shiny black seed attached (middle picture). 
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 Melicytus crassifolius   syn. Hymenathera 
 
There are a number of examples of this species now on campus, many appear to have been 
seedlings. This is a low growing, spreading, dioecious, evergreen New Zealand native shrub 
with tiny flowers that are often not seen in spring.  
 

 
This example is just west of the gated entrance to the Nursery on Farm Road. There are 
other examples in the Amenity area and west of Matrons car park (Union car park) 

 
Leaves are simple, alternate or in whorls, more or less obovate, shortly petiolate. 
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Melicytus micranthus   (shrubby mahoe) 
 
This is an evergreen, dioecious New Zealand native shrub growing in the Dairy car park. It 
has an oval form and consists of divaricating, inter twined branches.  Plants in this area were 
largely sourced from the Department of Conservation Nursery at Motukarara and represent 
species from the Canterbury area. 
 

 
An interesting divaricating branching pattern. 
 

 
Leaves are simple, alternate, often appearing to be more inside than outside of the 
branches. 
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Melicytus obovatus   syn. Hymenanthera obovata  
 
Examples of this species were planted in the Amenity area in the early 1990’s and these 
have freely naturalised in the area. Other examples have since been planted on the campus 
in other areas and have also shown a propensity to seed freely. This is an evergreen New 
Zealand native shrub that grows between one and three metres in height and spread, it 
appears fully hardy at Lincoln.  Melicytus obovatus is a dioecious species.  
 

  
A more or less upright – spreading shrub, flowers are not usually seen. 
 

   
Leaves are simple, alternate, obovate. Adult leaves shown above, juvenile leaves tend to be 
toothed or lobed at least in the upper half. 
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Metrosideros excelsa   (pohutakawa, New Zealand Christmas tree) 
 
This is a frost sensitive New Zealand native plant not normally expected to grow at Lincoln. 
This particular tree was planted some years ago by Alex Jones (Plant Science technician) 
against the north facing wall of the Computer Centre. This tree last year was hard hit by a 
frost in late October. However this species is tough and has bounced back again. 
Pohutakawa are normally seen in coastal areas of the North Island, although are also 
planted in coastal areas like Sumner and other frost free parts of the South Island.  This is 
the only example on campus. 
 
        
              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       Regrowth 2008, young leaves glabrous 
 
   
     Frost damage late October 2007 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Older leaves covered in white tometum 
beneath. Leaves opposite, simple, 
entire, narrowly ovate, elliptic to obovate. 

 
Showy staminate red flowers from mid December
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Myrtus bullata   syn L. bullata   (rama rama) 
 
There are two examples of rama rama on campus, one planted in the Amenity area, the 
other in the area to the south of Gillespie. This is an evergreen shrub that flowers in the 
summer, followed by dark red or black berries. It is an upright bun shaped shrub or small 
tree, it can be cut back to maintain a certain size or trimmed as a hedge plant. This species 
has leaves that are bullate ( blistered or puckered lamina). 
 

 
Often seen as a leafy shrub of two metres or so in height as this specimen photographed in 
the Christchurch Botanic Gardens shows. 

 
Leaves are simple, opposite, often bronzey-green, petiolate, entire margins, bullate. Flowers 
on long peduncles from axillary buds, white, seen over summer. 
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Myrtus  x ralphii   syn L. x ralphii   
 
This includes a number of cultivars that have been selected from hybrid crosses between M. 
bullata and M. obcordata. Some of the resultant cultivars look closer to one or the other 
parent species, but offer more diversity in terms of colour of leaves and size options for use 
in gardens. There is a small collection of seedling forms in the Amenity area that were 
planted for teaching purposes. A few have shown high degrees of variation between form 
and growth rates, leaf sizes and so on. Some of these could be developed as alternatives 
the traditional exotic box (Buxus sempervirens cultivars) commonly used for hedging. 
 

  
Part of the collection of Myrtus x ralphii cultivars and seedlings at the Amenity area. 
 

 
A pink fruiting Myrtus seedling that was grown in the Amenity area, there is no record of this 
coloured fruit in the New Zealand Flora. This was also sold with some of the selected 
magnolias to a commercial company in early 2003 during the stage when horticulture 
degrees were no longer taught at Lincoln. The leaf in this hybrid is closer to Myrtus 
obcordata in appearance. 
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Myrtus x ralphii ‘Kathryn’ 
 

  
This cultivar has red to purplish leaves darkening in colour in the cooler parts of the year, the 
leaf appearance is closer in appearance to M. bullata. This cultivar is in the Amenity area. 
 
 
Myrtus x ralphii ‘Sundae’ 
 

 
This cultivar is growing with a small collection of seedling and cultivars of Myrtus in the 
Amenity area to the north and east of the garage. This is a smaller leaved and less vigorous 
cultivar than the above looks more like M. obcordata the other parent of M. x ralphii. 
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Nandina domestica   (heavenly bamboo) 
 
This is an evergreen shrub mainly recognised by its colourful leaves. Flowers are not 
particularly showy, although are quite distinct on the cultivar ‘Richmond’, I have not seen any 
of the dwarf cultivars in flower. The dwarf cultivars are good ground cover plants and include 
the two most common ‘Pygmaea’ and ‘Firepower’, both grow to about 50cm in height, with a 
spread of similar dimensions, or slightly more. The cultivar ‘Richmond’ is a tall growing shrub 
to about two metres in height with a spread of half of that. It has white flowers in terminal 
panicles in the late summer and autumn, followed by red berries. Nandinas tend to produce 
more intense leaf colours during the autumn and winter. Leaves may be simple, although 
mostly pinnately compound. There is an example of Nandina domestica ‘Firepower’ growing 
in the Amenity area and one on the path from Hilgendorf to the Library. 
 

 
Nandina domestica ‘Pygmaea’ growing against the east facing wall of Stewart Building. 
 

 
Nandina domestica ‘Firepower’ near path from Hilgendorf to the Library. 
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Nandina domestica ‘Richmond’ 
 
This is an erect growing cultivar of heavenly bamboo that grows to around 2m in height and 
a spread of about half of that.  It is a self fertile evergreen species with white flowers mostly 
seen in spring, followed by red fruit that persists for a long period. It increases in width at the 
base as an everwidening clump.  Although this example is planted against a north facing 
wall it is hardy at Lincoln in an open exposed situation, providing it has full sun. 
 

 
This is example is growing against the west facing wall of Stewart Building. 
 

 
Late autumn flowers and self fertile berries, leaves various – pinnately compound. 
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Nerium oleander   (oleander) 
 
This is an evergreen shrub growing on the north facing wall of the Library. Oleanders are 
extremely poisonous plants, but are grown for their free flowering displays over the summer. 
There are a large number of cultivars of this species, some of them with double flowers, 
some with variegated leaves. Flowers are mostly pinks, whites, pale yellow or cream or 
shades of red to purple. 
 

 
Poisonous evergreen shrub growing against the warm north facing wall of the Library 
 

 
Leaves simple, leathery, opposite or in whorls of three, flowers in terminal cymes. This 
cultivar is probably ‘Dr Golfin’. There are some other examples of Nerium oleander planted 
against the north wall of the Computer Centre. I am not sure what cultivar they are as yet. 
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Nothofagus obliqua   (roble beech) 
 
There are a few examples of roble beech planted along the eastern side of Orchard car park 
adjacent to Springs Road. These trees were planted in the mid to late 1990’s. The trees are 
deciduous and expected to grow to be large trees. They are native to Chile and western 
Argentina. 
 

 
Trees along the eastern border of Orchard car park. 
 

 
Leaves simple, alternate, ovate, petiolate, veins impressed above. 


