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Syringa vulgaris   (lilac) 
 
The name suggested needs to be checked as it is quite likely this is a hybrid or cultivar at the 
very least, but S. vulgaris at least in part is likely. It is a deciduous shrub that has gone in 
and out of fashion over the years. It is deciduous and has spectacular flowering from mid 
spring for about a month and then blends back into the shrubbery. This example is in the 
Betula Border, about midway and can be seen at its best around early October. There are 
now no other lilacs on campus. I suspect this one was planted early on, possibly in the late 
1950’s or early 1960’s.  
 

 
A large spreading shrub of around 4metres in height and spread. 
 

 
Both of the above photos were taken on 15th October 2008. 
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Telopea oreades 
 
 
This is an evergreen shrub at the south western end of the pond at the Amenity Area. It has 
been relatively slow growing in this site, planted during the 1990’s and is currently about 3m 
in height.  To the best of my knowledge, this plant has not flowered yet. It appears perfectly 
hardy in the relatively open site it occupies. 
 

 
An upright growing evergreen shrub native to south east Australia 
 

 
Leaves are simple, alternately arranged, oblanceolate, petiolate, mostly entire.
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Teucrium chamaedrys   (wall germander) 
 
There are two places on campus where these low growing sub-shrubs are growing. One is 
on the east side of the Wine Lab. near the north west corner of the Horticultural Teaching 
lab., the other is opposite the south west side of the southern entrance to the Commerce 
Building near Farm Road at the base of a sycamore tree. This species is evergreen and has 
purple flowers that are mainly seen in summer and autumn, but may intermittently flower 
during the year. This sub-shrub grows to about 30cm or so in height and spreads up to a 
metre or so. 
 

 
Leaves opposite, ovate, petiolate, toothed on ascending stems. 
 

 
Purple flowers in terminal spikes in summer.
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Teucrium fruticans   (germander, silver germander) 
 
This species is a relatively fast growing evergreen shrub with silvery-grey foliage. It is mostly 
used as a hedge that can be clipped to a formal shape. This species tends to get leggy if not 
pruned. It has pale mauve flowers mainly in the late spring and early summer, but often 
tends to have a few flowers at any time of the year. 
 

 
This species belongs to the mint family and has square stems and opposite simple leaves, 
flowers are strongly zygomorphic. 

 
The hedge above was in Matron’s car park, although now gone. This is an excellent example 
of how a formal hedge should be treated with the top half of the width of the base to prevent 
the top eventually becoming wider than the base as so many hedges do, at the same time 
becoming full of gaps at the base due to lack of light. Other examples of this species are on 
the western side of Hilgendorf wing towards the south end and as one of the demonstration 
hedges in the Amenity area.  
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Teucrium fruiticans ‘Azureum’ 
 
There is single example on campus of a darker blue flowered cultivar west of the pond in the 
Amenity area at the northern end. This was grown from a cutting brought to me to identify by 
Tim Prebble a Diploma in Parks and Garden Technology student at the time. This is a grey 
leaved evergreen shrub of about a metre or so in height and spread and produces dark blue 
flowers from mid September and through the summer. The number of flowers is generally 
less than seen on the species Teucrium fruiticans.  
 

 
 Leaves are simple, opposite on square stems, flowers are strongly zygomorphic.
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Thryptomene calycina   
 
This is a fine leaved shrub with small red and white flowers that grows to a height of about 
one metre by one metre. It needs to be grown in a warm sheltered north facing site such as 
the one below growing against the north facing wall of the Commerce Building. Its main 
flowering is over the summer and autumn, although is often seen with at least some flowers 
present. 
 

 
Light, airy looking shrub north of the Commerce Building. 
 

 
Leaves are simple, alternate, obovate to about 8mm by 3mm, sessile or short petiole to 
1mm. Leaves are gland dotted when seen under low magnification. Flowers in pairs in leaf 
axils, approx. 5mm across, petals white, centre of flower red. 
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Toronia toru   syn. Persoonia toru 
 
This is a shiny leaved evergreen New Zealand native plant growing in the Amenity area on 
the south western part of the New Zealand native plant collection. This species is one of the 
only two New Zealand native plant examples from the Proteaceae, the other being rewarewa 
(Knightia excelsa) which is also represented on campus against warm walls. Rusty brown 
flower buds have appeared for the first time on the example in the Amenity area, so it will be 
interesting to see how well it flowers. The main attraction of this species to date is its shiny 
green leaves that some times a few turn an intense red in the winter adding to its attraction. 
 

 
Example in the New Zealand native collection at the Amenity area 
 

 
Leaves simple, alternate, linear - oblanceolate, flowers start to appear about early to mid 
September at Lincoln. 



312 

Tsuga canadensis ‘Pendula’   (Eastern hemlock) 
 
There is a single example of this evergreen genus growing in the Pinaceae collection at the 
Amenity area. This cultivar is a low growing form with pendulous branches. This is a slow 
growing sport of what is otherwise a large forest tree.  
 

 
Attractive slow growing dwarf conifer suitable for rock garden or ground cover planting. 
 

 
Leaves simple, linear in two ranks. 


