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Echium candicans   syn. E. fastuosum     Pride of Madeira 
 
There are two examples of this evergreen shrub growing against the western facing wall at 
the southern end of the Field Services Centre. Pride of Madeira usually grows between one 
and two metres or so in height, it is a branched shrub with simple leaves arranged in a spiral 
fashion on the stems. Leaves are more or less lanceolate, covered in silvery hairs, petiolate 
on vegetative shoots and sessile on flowering shoots. Flowers are purple - blue with pink 
filaments exserted beyond the petals, arranged in terminal panicles. Flowers are mainly 
seen over the summer, but some may be seen at almost any time of the year. 
 

 
Blue - purple flowers in terminal panicles seen mainly in the summer, but also other times of 
the year. 

 
This example is old and woody between three and four metres in height and spread against 
the west side of the Field Services Centre. There is another smaller example to the north 
against the same wall.  Photographed September 2008. 
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Elaeagnus pungens ‘Maculata’   syn. ‘Aureo-maculata’   (Russian olive) 
 
Elaeagnus pungens are hardy evergreen shrubs to about 2m x 3m or more at maturity. This 
species and its cultivars can be cut back if necessary. There are examples of this cultivar 
north of the Natural Resources Engineering and south east of Forbes. This is a hardy 
evergreen shrub, mainly grown for its colourful leaves. Flowers are likely around mid autumn 
to mid winter, but are not visually that significant. 
 

 
Elaeagnus pungens ‘Maculata’ - leaves simple, alternate, dark green margins, bright yellow 
centre. 

 
Example of this cultivar south east of Forbes on the north side of the path
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Elaeagnus pungens ‘Simonii’   (Russian olive) 
 
This is a hardy cultivar similar to the one on the previous page. It is not as showy as 
‘Maculata’ with the leaf variegation for this cultivar a paler colour and just around the margin. 
It is a bun shaped evergreen shrub growing to about 2m high with a spread of slightly more. 
This example is growing at the Amenity area just as you enter over the small bridge. 
 

 
Elaeagnus pungens ‘Simonii’ - simple, alternate, petiolate leaves with undulate creamy 
margins,silvery below. Flowers white photographed mid April. 
 

 
As is typical of this cultivar, some of the leaves are occasionally variegated yellow 
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Embothrium coccineum   (Chilean firebush) 
 
The Chilean firebush is an evergreen shrub that is usually seen growing to a height of about 
3-4m with a spread of about half that. It does however have a propensity to sucker, 
particularly if there is disturbance to the roots. The flowering is spectacular in late spring and 
early summer which is the main reason this species is grown. This specimen is growing 
against the warm north facing wall of the Commerce Building at the eastern end, although 
this warm site is not a pre-requisite for growing this species as it is tolerant of frost. It is 
however planted as part of a collection of other proteaceous examples in this area. 
 

 
Flowers late October and November, leaves simple, alternate, entire, oblong to lanceolate. 
 

 
Evergreen shrub at the eastern end on the north side of the Commerce Building. 
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Enkianthus campanulatus (furin-tsutsuji) 
 
There are three examples on campus of this deciduous shrub. One example is in the 
Amenity area in the eastern block just south of the pond, another east of the block wall on 
the east side of the Nursery in Farm Road and the other is in the border opposite the 
western side of Hudson Hall, just north of the pathway towards the small car park. This 
species is quite slow growing and in ten years is likely to be less than a metre high and half 
as wide. Like many other members of the Ericaceae do best in well drained lime free, slightly 
acid soils with high levels of peat or other organic matter in lightly shaded sites. 
 

 
The picture above was taken 23rd of September 2008. At this stage new leaves are 
developing and flower buds showing.  

 
Photograph above 8 Oct. 08, flowers fully developed, pendulous bell shaped. This shrub was 
still in full flower well into November.  Leaves simple, alternate, obovate, serrate, petiolate.
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Epacris impressa   (common heath) 
 
There are two example of this species near the Student Flats in Farm Road. The shrubs are 
about 50-60cm in height and spread and in a semi shady position under a wattle tree. They 
have Erica like leaves and tubular Erica like flowers.  This species a more or less upright 
habit of growth and flowers over a long period during autumn, winter mainly and into spring.  
 

 
A relatively uncommon species in Canterbury, best in a semi shade site, would look better 
massed in a way similar to ground cover ericas. Photo 2nd Oct. 2008 
 

 
Leaves are simple, alternately arranged, linear to lanceolate, on small petioles, pointed 
apex. Flowers are rosy pink, tubular from axils of leaves, short pedicels. Photo August 2008.
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Erica canaliculata   syn. E. melanthera 
 
Erica canaliculata is seen from mid autumn through the winter months when is smothers 
itself in small pink-purple flowers. This very old example is possibly the only example of this 
species growing on campus at Lincoln. It is east of the Library on the northern side of the old 
Formal Garden. Foliage and stems have an overall greyish appearance, shrub to 1.5m or so. 
There is a young plant of a plant on the west side of the path from the Library diagonally 
toward Hilgendorf Wing sold locally as Erica melanthera ‘Improved’ which presumably 
should be Erica canaliculata ‘Improved’. I am not sure of the status of the cultivar name. This 
appears to have more flowers than the parent species and they are slightly smaller.  
 

 
This example is north of the old Formal Garden 
 

 
Leaves are simple, arranged in whorls of 3, linear to 10mm long, flowers are bell shaped  
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Erica carnea 
 
This is a low growing shrub that can layer itself as it grows where ground conditions are 
suitable. Eventually each plant can have a spread of a metre or so and can grow to about 
45cm high. It is an evergreen shrub primarily grown for ground cover purposes. It grows well 
in full sun, where conditions are not hot and dry, ideally on the south side of buildings or 
under lightly wooded conditions. The example below is growing south of the Horticultural 
Teaching lab against a path. 
 

 
This species flowers from early autumn continuously until late spring. Leaves simple, in 
whorls of 4, linear to 8mm. Flowers 5-6mm across in racemes. 

 
Erica carnea ‘Springwood Pink’ - pendulous bell shaped flowers, four whitish free sepals, 
four fused petals, eight stamens, four fused carpels. 
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Erica cruenta 
 
There is an example of this evergreen species close to the eastern end of the Refectory in 
the border on the south side of the path toward the road. It is easily recognised by the red 
flowers. This species is usually about 60cm or so in height and may spread twice that. 
Leaves are small and more or less linear, about 5mm long by 1mm or so across. Flowers 
are red, tubular to about 15mm long with 4 red-white sepals 4-5mm long, seen in 2-4’s at the 
end of short lateral shoots. 
 

 
Long tubular red flowers from summer until winter 
 

 
This species is one of the few South African ericas that is properly hardy in the open at 
Lincoln, Erica canaliculata and E. verticillata are other species similarly hardy at Lincoln. 
Others more tender such as E. cerinthoides have been grown in warm sheltered areas such 
as the north side of Memorial Hall and grown satisfactorily, but have all been removed for 
some reason. 
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Erica erigena   syn. E. mediterranea 
 
This is a hardy European species seen growing in the border on the east side of the 
European beech hedge. Cultivars of this species grow to around a metre or so in height and 
are more or less globose or bun shaped shrubs. These are covered in small bell shaped 
flowers from autumn until late spring. 
 

 
General area north east of the Refectory for a number of species of the Ericaceae notably 
Erica, Daboecia and Calluna. 
 

 Erica erigena –bun shaped approx. 1m height & spread 
 

 Pink bell shaped flowers, leaves linear to about 7-8mm, 
lighter colour below, flowers about 6-8mm long, fused petals, black anthers exserted. 
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Erica erigena ‘W.T. Rackliff’ 
 
This is also an evergreen, bun shaped cultivar growing to a height and spread of about one 
metre or so, it is at the northern end of the Erica border. This cultivar has white bell shaped 
flowers and brighter green flowers. Flowers are produced in large quantities from autumn to 
late spring. 
 
 

  
Erica erigena ‘W.T. Rackliff’ 
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Erica verticillata 
 
There appears to be only one example of this species now on campus, in earlier years it was 
more widely planted. This example is at the eastern end of the Refectory and is about 1.5m 
high with a similar spread. It has simple leaves in what appear to be whorls of 6 leaves. 
Leaves are linear, 5-7mm x 1mm, narrowing to a small petiole with a bulbous base. Lamina 
and margins have tiny hairs and stems are also hairy. Upper surface is convex, lower 
surface midrib evident. Flowers are seen for a long period mainly over the summer and into 
the autumn. 
 

 
Branches erect to spreading, this species is near the eastern end of the Refectory. 
 

 
Flowers are clustered toward the tips of the branches, terminating side shoots. This photo 
was taken in mid August showing some flowers are usually seen at any time of the year. 
Flowers are purple, corolla is tubular to 15mm long, sepals 3-4mm. This is one of the few 
hardy South African species of Erica. (Recently chopped out, although a few cuttings were 
retrieved and growing at the nursery)
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Eriobotrya japonica   (loquat) 
 
There are two examples of loquat on campus, one is at the eastern end of the Betula border 
more or less opposite the north end of Hilgendorf wing, the other is in the border parallel with 
Springs Road near the eastern end of the Commerce Building. Loquats are large evergreen 
shrubs or small trees with large simple leaves, alternately arranged and crowded near the 
tips. Flowers are a creamy white in terminal panicles, fruit is an orange-yellow coloured 
pome.  
 

 
Shrub to about three metres or so in the Betula Border (eastern end) 
 

 
Large showy simple leaves crowded toward the tips 
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 Escallonia rubra   (red escallonia) 
 
Examples of this species are growing as a hedge in the Amenity area. This is an evergreen 
shrub that can grow to three or four metres in height, it has rosy red flowers from late spring. 
This species can be used as a formal hedge that tolerates clipping well. Like most of the 
hedges in the amenity area, this hedge is best trimmed two or three times from late October, 
then in early to mid December and again in late February to maintain hedges formally. If the 
summer is dry and no irrigation is available, two cuts are sufficient, the late October and 
again around mid to late January should suffice. This hedge emits a very pleasant fragrance 
when trimmed. 
 

 
Leaves are simple, alternate, serrated. 
 

 
This species can be trimmed and kept as a formal hedge, providing regular trimming is 
carried out at the appropriate times each year. 
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Euonymus fortunei ‘Silver Queen’ 
 
This is grown as an evergreen ground cover plant mainly against the north facing wall of the 
Natural Resources Engineering Buildings. The plant has a spreading habit of growth, 
normally around 50cm or so with a greater spread. It is primarily grown for its foliage 
characters. The leaves are mainly yellow, creamy whites and green, colouring in the winter 
with pink shades. 
 

 
Procumbent branches may layer as they spread, making a good ground cover plant. 
 

 
Leaves are simple, opposite, obovate to elliptic, serrate, petiolate, green in centre of lamina 
with variations of yellow, cream and pink.
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Euonymus japonicus 
 
This is an evergreen broad spreading shrub or small tree. There are a number of examples 
on campus, most are variegated cultivars, some are clearly reverting to green, possibly 
because they are in amongst other trees which are be shading them now to some extent and 
possibly competing for water and nutrients, placing the smaller variegated shrubs under 
some stress. The example below is in the border opposite Hudson Hall and more or less 
north of Gillespie. 
 

 
A broad spreading shrub to about 2m by 4m 
 

 
Leaves are opposite, simple, broadly obovate, petiolate, glossy above
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Euonymus japonicus ‘Aureo-marginatus’  
 
This example of Euonymus japonicus ‘Aureo-marginatus’ is on the eastern border of the 
campus just south of Farm Road, other examples include the border opposite the western 
side of Hudson and so on. This is of similar height and size as the species growing to a large 
shrub or small tree.  
 

 
Evergreen rounded shrub near Gate 3 on eastern side of Orchard car park. 
 

 
Leaves are simple, opposite, broadly elliptic to obovate, often seen as above spotted with 
powdery mildew. 
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Euonymus japonicus ‘Microphyllus’   syn. Euonymus ‘Emerald Gem’ 
 
This is a small evergreen shrub that has been planted in a number of places on campus in 
the last few years. Most are about 60-70cm tall with a similar spread. These examples were 
photographed at the southern entrance to the Rose Garden on the western side. Other 
examples are in the western border opposite Hudson Hall toward the north end, on the 
western side of Stewart and on the eastern side of Hilgendorf. It does not appear to have 
any visually significant flowering, and is simply an evergreen shrub with pleasant glossy 
green foliage. In some examples I have seen powdery mildew does appear to affect the 
foliage.  
 

 
A small upright growing evergreen shrub 
 

 
The leaves are simple, close set, opposite, obovate, serrate, glossy above duller and lighter 
green below. Axillary buds were very prominent when photographed in early August. 
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Eurya japonica 
 
This is an evergreen shrub from the same family as Camellia (Theaceae) growing in the 
Amenity area, amongst the magnolias north of the post and wire fence area. It is not a 
common species and was a species given to me by Richard Poole from the Christchurch 
Botanic Gardens. It is easy to propagate by stem cuttings. This species appears to have only 
a slow to moderate growth rate, has a good tidy habit and clean looking foliage. It flowers in 
spring, flowers are small and white in leaf axils of between one to three flowers.  
 
 

 
Leaves are simple, alternately arranged, ovate to elliptic to obovate, petiolate, margin 
serrate. 
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Euryops pectinatus 
 
This is a moderately fast growing grey leaved evergreen species that has at least some 
bright yellow daisy like capitula for much of the year. The bulk of the flowering is in summer. 
There is an example of this species growing against the north east corner of the Horticultural 
Teaching lab. The species is a bun shaped shrub that grows to about 1 to 1.5m high and 
slightly wider. It can be pruned back if necessary. It is probably best grown in a warm, 
sheltered area, although does appear quite hardy away from buildings at Lincoln. 
 

 
This example was in flower in early May. 
 

 
Leaves are deeply lobed (pectinate – like the teeth of a comb), alternately arranged. Both 
disc and ray florets are yellow to 5cm across on long slender peduncles. 


