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3Jntroburtion. 

New Zealanders', through no fault of their 

own, are very ignorant of their Provinces' past 

history. Men and women who made that history 

slowly fade away and their story remains untold. 

The Pelorus district's early history was 

rapidly becoming a sad example of this common 

occurrance when I first began to delve into it. 

Sawmilling began nearly 120 years ago and was 

past its' peak about 65 years ago. As a result 

finding people who had experienced that exciting 

period were few and far between. 

This work i~ an in depth ~nveraqe of these 

peoples story, concentrating on the two main 

Companys in the area. Their story is undoubtedly 

similar in many ways to other sawmilling operations 

throughout New Zealand, but many aspects make 

both, unique and outstanding examples of the 

pioneering sawmillers achievements. 

What I hope to gain by doing this is to make 

the districts governing bodies of public land, 

aware of these two historic operations and their 

remains. The end result being greater public 

awareness and appreciation. 
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From Sydney Heads they sighted her, 

A lonely sail afar, 

Where gleams of sunset lighted her 

Beneath a first pale star; 

And where the swung seas slumber, 

Eve South Head breaks the spray, 

The lighthouse got her number, 

And sent the word away, 

'''rhe Pretty Maid, with lu.."ber, 

- Will Lawson. 



~uapttr L. 

trrbe ~rrit1al of tbr ~akeba. 

During pre-European times, two tribes 

what is now called the Pelorus Sound and the 

surrounding valleys. These were the Ngatipapa 

and Ngatikuia. In 1828 the Maori chief, 

Te Rauparaha, descended upon these peaceful 

people with his firearms and scattered them from 

their lands, massacringmaHY of them. 

Nearly sixty years before this 

Captain James Cook discovered the Sound which 

he called Queen Charlotte after the wife of the 

current monarch. Cook visited the Sound three 

years later in 1773 and made a final visit in 

1777. Resolution Bay, in which he once anchored, 

is named after his ship, the 'Resolution'. 

That area of Marlborough, north of the Wairau 

Valley was not visited by other Europeans until 

quite late in New Zealand history. Whaling was 

the first industry that attracted the white 

settler to the Sounds. The first whaling depot 

was established in 1827 by Captain John Guard. 

It was situated at Te Awaite, near the entrance 

to what is now called Tory Channel. 

The earliest recording of a European visiting 

Pelorus Sound was a Captain Steine in 1832. He 

was wanting to load his ship with timber and 

easily prevailed upon the Maoris to assist in 

cutting the trees and loading his vessel. This 

obviously demonstrates how peaceful the tribes 

were, especially since it was only four years 

after Te Rauparaha's visit. 

Five years later, in May 1838, a Lieutenant 

Chetwode of H.M.S. 'Pelorus ' , while on a tour 

of Ne~~T Zealan.d stations; b:rolJ.ght hi ~ ~hi P 

into Port Underwood. During his stay there 

Chetwode was told by John Guard and others of a 

large navigable body of water and of a major river 

at its head. It was known to the local Maoris 

and whalers as Te Hoiere. With Guard as pilot 

Chetwode entered the Sound between Forsyth Island 

and the mainland. They sailed for eight days up 

and around the Sound, exploring all of the bays 

and minor Sounds. When the water shoaled the 

pinnace (a small boat) was manned and the river 

was explored to its tidal limits. The Sound and 

river were both named after the ship 'Pelorus', 



while the Chetwode Islands at the entrance to 

the Sound were named after the Captain and are 

now a wildlife reserve. John Guard returned 

a year later with Colonel Wakefield who 

was looking for potential areas for future 

settlement. They in the ship 'Tory' 

from which the channel in the Queen Charlotte 

derives name. 

It was not until February 1842 that the first 

immigrant ship, the 'Fife " arrived in 

Nelson. Settlers were slow to take up land in 

the Pelorus, probably because of the heavy bush 

compared with both the Wairau and waimea plains. 

A Mr. John Wilson, who arrived in the valley in 

1857 1 tu b~ th~ firsl white settler lon 
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the area. He hitched a ride from Nelson in a 

Maori schooner. After his first house was 

flooded out he erected another dwelling further 

up the hill and used it as the first accomodation 

house between Blenheim and Nelson. This dwelling 

was also the first building in what is now known 

as Havelock. 

During the next three years other settlers 

began to arrive. Messrs Thomas Wells and James 

Twidle both settled at the mouth of the Pelorus 

River, later both occupying themselves with 

logging for the early sawmills 1 Mr. John Bown 

came soon after and settled about eight miles 

up the river; his family are still resident 

there. All these early settlers came from 

Nelson by sea as the Kaituna Valley was covered 

in virgin forest, restricting the movement of 

people into the Pelorus from the Wairau Valley. 

This route had been known for many years, however, 

as Frederick Tuckett and his companions had 

discovered it as long ago as the first of 

1843. 

The first sawmill in Marlborough was set up in 

1861 by Alexander Duncan. Much of the work would 

have been done by pit sawing using a two man cross

cut saw. The mill as i~ is called in the literature 

was situated at 'The Grovel which is at the head 

of Grove Arm in the Queen Charlotte Sound. Only 

its establishment is recorded, but presumably it 

would have been cut out by 1870, when the other 

mills in that area moved out to cut new areas. 

The greatest boost to the township of HaVelock, 

and to the Pelorus Valley as a Whole, was the 

discovery of gold in the Wakamarina River in 

1864. One account goes as follows: ·'Mr. Wilson, 

being a prospector at heart, made a tour of the 

Wakamarina River with three friends, and on 



'washing up' the results of two days' work, they 

found they had 18 ounces and 15 pennyweights of 

gold for which they received 4 pound per ounce." 

The news of this was spread far and wide, and 
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the Wakamarina 'rush' set in during April of 1864. 

For this valuable discovery the prospectors 

received a bonus of 1,500 pounds from the 

Provincial Government of Marlborough, and they 

divided it equally among them. John Wilson made 

his real fortune though when he became the 

proprietor of the Pelorus Hotel. 

When the diggers arrived in Havelock by boat they 

found there was no wharf and most ended up paying 

1 pound each to be taken ashore. There was a 

small paddle steam~r C~llp.rl the 'Charles Edward' 

working in the Pelorus and on one occasion she 

made 400 pound in two hours ferrying men ashore. 

It was in June of 1864 that a family arrived. 

They were to have the most profound effect on the 

whole of the Pelorus district, far beyond the 

effect of the gold rush which was allover by the 

early 1890s. They were the Brownlees, who landed 

and settled at Mahakipawa, establishing their 

first sawmill at what is now called Linkwater. 



<!Cbapter 2. 

\!);gr Jiusb; ~re5erbe, JlfIiII or Jiurn? 
1[ be l'trgin jfOffSt. 

The province of Marlborough was never 

extensively covered by forest. In 1886 it was 

recorded that only about one-fifth of the district 

was so covered being of "varying quality". Of 

that, nine-tenths of the was situated in 

the northern portion of the district, mainly 

occupying the country between the Pelorus Sound 

and the Wairau River. 

There were two main forest types occurring in 

the Pelorus catchment before the millers started 

operating but today only one is abundant. The 

hill-sides consisted, and tOday still consist, 

almost of beech. Millers of the time 

named them 'Tooth-leaved beech'and ' 

beech', or as we know them today, Red beech 

(Nothofagus fusca) and Black beech (~ solandri 

var. solandri). Beech was not considered worth 

utilizing by the early millers because of its 

tendency to warp when drying. The busU, on the 

hill-sides was also left because of the difficulty 

of milling these areas. Much of it still exists 

today where the early 

to spread. 

of the settlers failed 

The valley floors are composed of a completely 

different community. This can be attributed to 

the frequent flooding of the rivers over their 

flood plains depositing layers of fertile silt on 

the valley floors. Similar floods are still a 

common occurrence tOday and most farmers have 

learnt to accept it. The forest, growing in the 

fertile soil with a warm, moist climate as well, 

was a dense, luxuriant Podocarp Hardwood 

community. However it was recorded that one of 

the most striking features of bush, 

in the Rai Valley, was the complete absence of 

Supplejacks (Ripogonum They were 

recorded at what was termed "great elevations", 

which is rather a vague discription for a botanist 

to make. The other feature recorded by the same 

man was the "comparative scarcity of Tawa" 

tawa) I a common NOrth Island tree. 

Rimu (Dacrydium cupressinurn) was the most 

plentiful tree on the valley floor, mixed with 

Kahikatea (Podocarpus dacrydioides), Totara 

P. , and Miro a 

scattering of Tawa and large" Beech trees. 
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Matai (~ spicatus) was only common in the lower 

reaches of the Pelorus Valley. On the most 

fertile sites the forest was of "unusually large 

dimensions" and exceptionally good quality (for 

milling purposes). In many places the forest 

must have been very dense as eleven stumps were 

counted in space measuring 26 ft. by 12 ft. Only 

one was less that 2 ft. in diameter. 

A few years later in 1894 Sidney Weetman, a 

chief surveyor, did a study of the forest in the 

Pelorus to assess the milling potential of the 

area. He recorded some giant Kahikatea measuring 

up to 21 ft. in circumference, which works out 

at nearly 9 ft. in diameter. It is little wonder 

thAn t-.hi'lt. RFlwmi llers were k",,,,n i::n 'lei:: into the 

area and start cutting. 

j'blrotun[er ~olbs ~be 1kep. 

The period between 1859 and 1876 saw the 

Marlborough Provincial Government operate as 

the administrative body for the whole of the 

province. During its time in office the timber 

in the Hai and surrounding valleys was set aside 

for the primary purpose of securing revenue for 

the Government. This was to be done by charging 

a royalty on timber cut off Crown land and 

reserves by private sawmillers. It is unclear 

whether this restriction applied to the lower 

Pelorus or the Kaituna valleys: however, logging 

activities in these two areas at the time would 

suggest this was not the case. In a report to 

Parliament at the time the effect \'las see~ as 

closing the Hai to settlers while waiting for 

the coming of the sawmiller. Some sections in 

the Hai were granted to some individuals, however, 

as payment for work carried out in forming the 

first part of the road leading from the Pelorus 

into the Hai Valley settlement. 

What happened between 1876 and 1894 is rather 

unclear. It seems that the newly appointed 

Central Government decided to place the land 

that was set aside in the Hai under the Forest 

Conservation Act. 



In 1886 it was noted, in another report to 

Parliament, that as a result of this Act's 

restrictions "most of the mills were working 

upon freehold land". As a result this land 

would have been rapidly cut out, which was 

why a powerful lobby to Parliament was begun 

about 1894. 

The lobby sent a petition to Parliament 
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asking for the Act's restriction to be removed 

from the whole area so affected. They presented 

a very thorough case to allow the millers into 

the area, which was mainly Crown land along with 

some small areas of reserve. 

'l'ypical of the private submi::;::;iuIU:; wa.s Lhis 

one by a Picton resident, John Duncan: "the 

continued reservation of this block means only 

continued stagnation in the northern part of 

Marlborough, for any progress there can be 

assured by the removal of the present restrictions". 

The sawmillers put forward a case that the 

Government had so much to gain from that it 

could hardly refuse to open the area up. A 

Mr. C. H. Mills stated that the timber could 

be "brought from where it is growing to the sea 

port (Blackball) at a less cost than any other 

timber I know of in New Zealand". He stated 

the figure of transport, presumably by using 

the tramline, at 1 shilling/lOO ft./mile. 

Timber before had corne from Takaka and Colling

wood; consequently the timber in the Pelorus 

catchment was the only valuable forest left from 

Cape Farewell all down the east coast to the 

Catlins River in Otago. 

The other argument put forward by the lobby 

concerned the revenue that the Government could 

expect if the millers were allowed into the Rai 

block. Sidney Weetman, a chief surveyor, measured 

over 2,500 trees in a part of the Rai block that 

covered 118 acres. He measured only the four 

speCles in the. ~ccompanying table because earl}, 

on Beech was not even considered worth milling. 

Below is the table of figures that he submitted 

to Parliament. 

Nos Trees Superficial AVerage/tree 

Rimu 

Matai 

Kahikatea 

Totara 

Total 

1,023 

654 

821 

85 

2,583 

ft. (total) 

1,030,600 

312,553 

759,346 

~42, 896 

2,245,395 

(square 

1,007 

47 B 

925 
, ,..,.,.., 
.1.,00"::" 

Note the massive average sizes of the Totara 

compared to the other species. 

ft. ) 



After allowing for irregularities, and his 

recording of the site as a better than average 

one, Weetman estimated the 16,000 acres of 

convertible timber in the Rai block to be about 

166,608,000 (square) feet. Royalties were at 

6 pence/lOO ft. so if the block was worked over 
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by the millers the Government stood to gain over 

40,000 pounds. It was also thought that royalties 

for Totara could be as high as 2 shillings/lOO ft. 

so returns were expected to exceed that which 

the lobby called their conservative estimate. 

If these figures were not enough to convince the 

Government to open up the area, it was also 

pointed out that when the timber was taken off 

the land the price charged per acre to the coming 

settlers could rise by 1 pound to 1 pound 10 

shillings straight away. It is hardly surprising 

then, that when the Government opened the area 

up, small forested blocks were often bought by 

freeholders who preferred the cheaper price, 

burning the forest to break it in for farming, 

wasting the valuable timber. 

The Govcrr~cnt appears to have b~en very keen 

to open the Pelorus and Rai up for the miller 

after the lobby put forward their case in 1894. 

Government was prepared to allocate 14,000 pound 

to construct a tramway up the Pelorus to help in 

this respect. However, it was calculated that 

construction of the tramline would cost in excess 

of 1,000 pounds per mile of laid track. As a 

result, the Government quickly backed down on 

that idea and decided to offer to buy the existing 

Blackball tramway, newly acquired by a certain 

William Brownlee. The tramline was then nine 

miles long, five miles of which had been added by 

Brownlee since he had purchased it. There was 

one problem: Mr. Brownlee was asking 20,000 pounds 

for the line! A "preposterous figure", so the 

Government backed down again and conceded the 

fact that Brownlee held the key to the whole of 

the Pelorus catchment forest. 

Whether it was Brownlee's tault or not is hard 

to say. However the fact remains that it was not 

until five years later, in 1899, that a parliament

ary commission was set up to enquire into the 

necessity of allowing the Crown to sell the timber 

in the Rai Valley block. The subsequent report 

tabled in Parliament showed a changing of attitude, 

as "much eloquent Victorian rhetoric" was expended 

for and against the proposal, those for conservation 

losing the battle by only a small margin. A close 

call indeed as far as William Brownlee was concerned. 

As an aside it is interesting to note a report 



from the Lands and Survey office in Blenheim, 

dated 1903, which reads as follows: "A few years 

ago a very active agitation was got up in Nelson 

for the reservation of the Rai River watershed 

as a national park. It is very picturesque, but 

I fear that the commercial value of the timber 

is too great to allow it being set aside". The 

Commissioner of Crown Lands at the time, Mr. C. 

W. Adams, then went on to suggest that the area 

west of the Pelorus/Rai junction would be 

admirably suited to being classified as a 

national park. The area he proposed then has 

now become the Mount Richmond State Forest Park. 

Once the Rai, Opouri and Ronga Valleys were 

opened 'Up there \-las no ~rnnninn rhp ~~wmil1pr~ - --L-r ---..I ---- ~ .-

in their expansion of operations. These three 

valleys held some of the best timber in New 

Zealand and Mr. William Brownlee had the head 

start that he needed. 
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1}aripttes of 'crtimber utrees ani) Wiscs. 

The following is based on a report tabled in 

Parliament in 1907 that studied the timber 

potential and forest makeup of the Marlborough 

land district. Preceeding the table was a report 

on the milling industry that was based in Havelock 

at the time. 

1. Totara (Podocarpus totara): 

Grows generally on flats and lower slopes of 

hills up to about 3,500 ft. Is a very durable 

timber and useful for nearly all kinds of constr

uction - fences, piles, shingles, building. Was 

also used for general purposes, such as telegraph 

poles and sleeper for ~'lhich good timber was 

rp.qll i rf>" • Was valued at up to 1 pound 8 shillings 

dressed, per 100 ft. Was considered the most 

valuable timber in New Zealand at 

becau~e of its "great utility". 

2. Rimu (Dacrydium cupressinum) : 

the time mainly 

Grows from sea level to 2,000 ft., generally on 

river-flats. Resiny heart very durable but the 

other parts are "only fairly so", Used for all 

kinds of things for which good sound timber is 

applicable. Was valued from 15 shillings dressed 

per 100 ft. Stated in the report as the "most 

valuable timber for general purposes" and that 

it "will only be appreciated at its true worth 



for inside decoration after it has all been 

used up or destroyed". Obvious 

far sighted person. 

3. Kahikatea (Podocarpus 

written by a 

Grows generally in low damp flats and swamps, 

but also on hill slopes. Not at all durable 

but tough when green. Useful for purposes where 

lightness is of value. Was used chiefly for 

butter, soap, candle and other boxes as well as 

temporary structures. Valued at up to 16 

shillings 6 pence per 100 ft. Owing to its 

liability to attack by a "small beetle" it was 

considered worthless for general building and 

permanent purposes. 

4. Matai (Podocarpus spicatus): 

Grows generally on river and alluvial flats and 

lower slopes of hills up to about 3,000 ft. A 

good durable timber. Too brittle for many 

constructive works. Used for weatherboards, 

floors, framing, bridge piles and fence posts. 

Value when dressed was over 1 pound 1 shilling 

per 100 ft. Was stated as a "good valuable 

timber, especially for floors, for which purpose 

it is probably the best Ne ..... , Zealand timber". 

5, Beech (Nothofagus ~): 

Grows on alluvial flats and hill sides up to 

over 4,000 ft. Is a fine durable timber useful 
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for all constructive works. Valued at between 

17 shillings and 19 shillings per 100 ft. depending 

upon the species. Was "much esteemed" by settlers 

particularly for fencing, presumeably because 

it is a well-splitting timber suitable for making 

posts. 

6. Tawa Ischmiedia tawa): 

Grows from sea-level to 1,000 ft. Was plentiful 

in the Sounds, but only extended to near the head 

of the Pelorus River. Not at all durable. Was 

then used almost entirely for firewood because 

it split very readily. Was onCe used for butter 

casks. Unless it is worked when green it is 

almost impossible to drive nails into. Sold at 

about 1 pound a cord for firewood. 

7. Pukatea (Laurelia 

Generally grows On alluvial flats and damp hill

sides. Fairly plentiful in the Sounds. Was 

not considered durable but some of its heart-wood 

grown on dry land was thought to last better than 

any other wood in the water. The tree was said 

to be an indication of good land. 

8. Miro ( 

Grows very much the same as Rimu. Not durable 

but strong. In the report it was stated that if 

it were cut by the mills it was probably sold as 

Rimu. Was rather scarce in the whole province 

hence it was not considered of any "great economic 



CCbaptrt 3. 

~awmill ,Jioneer· William 1Srownlee. 
~toiDnlrr'5 ~rttlr In :flladborogb. 

Well before the family even arrived in 

New Zealand they had a background in 

sawmi11ing to their credit. William Brownlee, 

the head of the pioneering family, was born in 

the year 1828 in Lanarkshire, Scotland, and 

was brought up as an engineer and mill-wright. 

He spent seven of his early years in the saw

milling industry, working at New Orleans across 

the Atlantic in America. In 1858 Brownlee 

returned to Scotland and a year later his son 

John was born at Car luke. For health reasons, 

and an appilrcnt cra""ing for ad\7enture: William 

decided to emigrate to New Zealand to try his 

luck at sawmilling in the young colony. So, 

with limited capital and machinery for a small 

sawmil1ing plant, and with his wife and young 

family he set sail in the " Aboukir", arriving 

at Port Chalmers in 1863. 

The first venture with a number of shipmates, 

including four nephews, was to erect a mill on 

the Catlins River, Otago. Before the mill was 

completed a gloom had cast over the party 

by the drowning of one of the nephews and his 

mate while boating stones across the river. 

About the same time news of John Wi1son ' s 

discovery of gold in the Wakamarina reached 

the south. With the splendid timber said to 

exist in the Pe10rus, and the urge of some to 

go to the rush, it was decided to abandon the 

cat1ins venture. The small schooner, the 

'Crest of the wave', was chartered to convey 

the plant and passengers to the Pe10rus Sound. 

William Brownlee and his family landed on 

the beach at Mahakipawa, about June, 18(64. All 

hands had to camp in tents for about six months 

until the mill was ready to produce the sawn 

timber required to build permanent dwellings. 

Cutting rights over a freehold area of about 

1,000 acres were secured and the mill was quickly 

brought to a producing stage. 

The plant consisted of a small engine and 

boiler of 25 b. h. p. and one p t.ravelling 

saw bench. When the logs were broken down this 

bench was capable of cutting 10,000 ft. daily. 

Large logs had to be broken down for about a year 



j,caarlborounb ~Ollnb5 . 

/ 
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by hand-pit sawyers. Then a large deal frame 

was i~ported from Glasgow and this, used with 

two saws, was said to be an efficient machine. 

The log hauling to wooden tramways was all done 

by-bullock teams, while horses were used for the 

tram haulage. 

The sawn timber was stacked near a small jetty 

and punted about two miles to the sailing ships' 

anchorage, probably off Cullens Point. 

Brownlee's first mill ran out of timber to cut 

in 1869, so they only managed to cut 200 acres 

per year. It was calculated that the mill pro

duced about 12,000,000 feet (ie. square feet) 

of sawn timber during its five years in o~eraLion. 

Although the operation was not a large one 

Brownlee was reputed to have cleared over 7,000 

pounds in his first two years so he then had 

plenty of capital for further expansion. 

The period between 1870 and 1885 was one in 

which the firm, now known as 'Brownlee and Co. ' , 

spent varying periods of time milling from four 

sites. 

After the Mahakipawa mill 'cut out', (1) good 

bush was secured in the Kaituna Valley and a mill 

site was selected two miles from Havelock. This 

mill began producing in 1870. It's machinery 

was newly imported from Glasgow and included an 

engine of two 14 inch cylinders plus three Cornish 

boilers. The interesting fact about this mill 

was that it was the first in New Zealand to use 

a t\·lin cirC'uJ i'lr saw breakinq down bench. 

A small upright locomotive intended for use on 

wooden rail traction was also purchased. It 

proved a failure due to the lack of traction on 

the wooden rails 80 30lb. per yard iron rails 

were bought from the recently closed down Dun 

Mountain Copper Mine Company. The locomotive 

then gave good service and the line was taken 

through the valley towards Blenheim for eight 

miles, where the available timber ended. 

(1) All the bush cut down and utilized. 



Shipping conditions were similar to those at 

Mahakipawa, the output having to be punted down 

the Kaituna River to Cullens Point. During the 

early 1880's there were as many as 18 ships 

waiting for loading. A proportion" of 

the timber went as far south as Oamaru and 

Dunedin. 

The Kaituna mill was then the back-bone of 

the company and did not cut out until 1885 with 

a total output shipped of 40,000,000 feet. 

About 1866 another company of sawmillers 

started a mill at Havelock, the logs being floated 

from the surrounding bays. The venture was 

obviously not a one as the uo.mpany 

failed in 1871 and Brownlee and Co. acquired the 

property, carrying on the mill until 1875. 

Brownlees firm then remodelled this mill and 

shifted it to Nydia Bay in 1876 in order to cut 

out a freehold block of about 1,000 acres. This 

was cut out in 1880 and produced about 10,000,000 

fAet. The mill was then removed to Kaiuma Bay, 

about four miles from Havelock, remaining there 

till 1887 when all the available timber was cut 

out. Timber from this mill was also shipped from 

Cullens PO.int and produced about 18,000, 000 feet 

in its seven years of operation. 

In 1879 a number of Marlborough sawmillers, 

including the Brownlees, merged to form the 

'Pelorus Sawmill Company'. The object of the 

company Was to form a light railway line to work 

the whole of the available timber in the Pelorus 

and Rai Valleys. A large double 16 inch cylinder 

with three Cornish boilers, twin circular 

saw breaking down bench, a travelling ripping 

bench and a small Barclay locomotive were imported 

by Brownlee's firm for the company. also 

purchased a steam which they named the 

"Pelorus". It was built by the Anchor Foundry 

Company of Nelson. 

The railway had been completed four miles up 

the Valley and about 5,000 acres of good bush land 

had been purchased, when a severe slump occurred 

in the early 'eighties. Fai the anticipated 

Government assistance and owing to serious financial 

difficulties, the Company had to face liquidation. 

The assets, valued at 40,000 pounds, were sold at 

auction, and Brownlee and Co. became the purchasers. 

The Company then proceeded to re-organize the 

the original mill and soon got it into full 

production. 
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The Blackball t ram . 

(The Rai a nd its people, Centennial Committee. ) 

JHlarldJall. 

Blackball was t he name g i ven to Mes sr s 

Brownlee and Companys ' new mi ll. The 

Compan y managed to get a s tart shipping 

from the wha rf in 1885, just after the 

Kaituna mill had been closed . With the 

assistance o f eight miles of rai l s a nd 

other machine r y f rom Kaitun a , t he c apacity 

o f the Blac kba l l mill wa s s oon i n c rea s ed 

from 8,000 feet to 16 , 000 feet daily . 

Bui l dings connected with t he mi ll covered 

an area of about t e n a cre s but it i s 

unclear whether that inc luded worke r ' s 

housing . There were abo · t t h i rty f i ve men 

constantly emp l oyed at the mill , a gang 

of about tvlenty men l.n t he bush and nearly 

twenty more were ernploye& in t he main t enance 

and management of the tramway . 

The large s team enginE~ and bo i l e r tha t 

Brownlees had imported f o r t he o riginal 

Company p roduced 24 0 indicated horse power . 

As we l l as runni ng t he t. .sua l machinery 

thi s power a l s o a l l owed the use o f an 

automatic saH sharpener , a turning lathe , 

a vertical borino mach ine and a o l a n i no 



Shi ps at Bl ackball. 

(The Rai and its people, Cente nnia l Committee.) 
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Mr . W. R. Brownlee . 

(Cyclopedla ot N. Z. 1 906) 



machine. This enabled the variety of timber 

products the mill could supply to exceed that 

of all mills built before it in the area. 
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By 1906 the Company's freehold land, comprising 

about 6,000 acres in all, had been cut over, and 

it had then entered the State Forest bush. To 

conserve supplies at this point the Company 

was obliged to erect another mill at Carluke, 

at the head of the Rai Valley. The timber from 

this mill was railed to and shipped from Blackball 

until 1915, when Brownlees moved to Bell Hill on 

the West Coast. 

Working Conditions: 

William Brownlee treated his employees very 

well and many remained at Blackball for the 

thirty years of its operation. The housing 

conditions were that each man was given the 

material to build his own house and was allowed 

enough room for a garden, all rent free. Basic 

wages ranged from 6 shillings 6 pence to 8 

shillings per day. The ideal was said to be 

eight hours work, eight hours play, eight hours 

sleep and eight 'bob' a day. Bushmen had to find 

their own axe which cost nearly a days pay (about 

5 shillings and 6 pence.) 

Bushmen worked in gangs of three, cutting down 

the trees with axe and crosscut. The crosscut 

saw took years to master as the pull, press and 

lift have to be in split second precision for 

smooth work. Once the logs were cut down they 

were hauled to the tramlines for loading onto 

the trucks. Before 1905 this was done by bullock 

and horse teams; after that time it was done by 

steam log-haulers of different types. On the 

steeper hill areas the logs had to be jacked to 

the flats, which added considerably to the cost 

of working. The nominal daily output per gang 

was about twelve logs loaded onto the railway 

trucks. 

Brownlees catered for their employees outside 

work time by providing a general store run by a 

William Smith who was also the Companies pay

master and book-keeper. Just over a mile down 

the road the township of Havelock provided all 

else that the workers could want. In 1906 there 

were several churches, a large public schOOl, a 

post office and a hospital. There were also 

three hotels called the Post Office, Masonic and 

Commercial, and the printer published a bi-weekly 

paper cClllt!d Ll~Je ttpe lorus Guardian". The tc~Ynship 

of over 300 citizens was far from isolated with 

regular coach services from Nelson and Blenheim 

while a screw steamer sailed fortnightly between 

Havelock and Wellington. 



Horse team hau l i ng log s t o t ramway, Rai Va l ley. Pre 1905. 

(Alexander Turnbull Librar y , Lowe collection.) 
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Tramlines and Locomotives: , 
Before any new areas of bush could be worked 

tramlines had to be put through the dense virgin 

forest. William, and later his son John Brownlee, 

were the two who chose the initial line for a 

tramways. Both men used only a compass and an 

armful of boning rods. (Boning rods are made 

fo two pieces of wood to form a 'T' that are all 

the same height. They can then be used to extend 

a pre-determined grade). A couple of 'trarnrnies' 

(tramway workers) followed behind cutting a 

narrow line through the bush with slashers. The 

rest of the gang of trarnmies then proceeded to 

dig cuttings and lay the rails. One Government 

inspector in 1897 described the end result as 

follow::;; "His (Brot;'!fnlees) tratnway, twelve miles 

long, is a marvel of sawmill engineering, and the 

bridges would do credit to any railway in New 

Zealand. One, over the Pelorus, is 320 feet long 

by 16 feet wide; the Wakarnarina Bridge is 200 

feet long and 20 feet above the water. Birch 

(Beech) piles and iron girders are used in the 

construction of these bridges, which are solid 

and substantial. All through the line is prop

erly constructed and well ballasted, including 

an embankment half a mile long and 20 feet high." 

By 1907, or in 22 years, the main line had reached 

a point about 15 miles from the mill, and branches 

had been __ laid for at least an equal distance. 

Little documentation exists on the locomotives 

that the Brownlees used on their tramlines. 

Until 1907 the Company used three engines to haul 

the logs from the bush to the Blackball Mill. 

One was a large 20 ton geared Heisley locomotive 

called 'Opouri' which was usually driven by 

Dave Young. It could haul up to 24 trucks at a 

time. The other two were smaller Barclay engines 

called 'Aunt Mary' and 'Aunt Sally', the latter 

of which Mr. Len Leov said is the locomotive 

that stands outside the Havelock museum today, 

Ships and Shipping: 

Adjoining the mill there was a wharf, where 

vessels drawing from seven to ten feet could 

berth at low tide. Three vessels were kept 

continually employed loading timber for Canterbury 

markets. The tug that Brownlee and Company had 

bought weighed eighteen tons and was fitted with 

a forty horsepower Union oil engine. It was kept 

constantly employed towing the scows in and out 

of the harbour as well as the larger trans-Tasman 

sailers. Before radio telephones were available, 

a loft of carrier pigeons was kept at the mill. 
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After t he millers. Rai Va l le about 1906 . 

(Al exander Turnbull Library , Lowe c ol lection). 



On departure the vessel carried a return mess

enger for the tug on the return trip to the 

Pelorus Sound. 
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Brownlee's Company also owned four sailing 

vessels, the 'Clematis' which could carry 45,000 

(square) feet of timber, the 'Falcon' 68,00 feet, 

the 'Ronga' 70,000 feet and the 'Cruise' 120,000 

feet. The 'Falcon' set a record of 22 cargoes 

to Lyttleton in one year. 

The 'Ronga', a schooner, was built to the 

Company's order by Lane and Brown, Whangaroa, in 

1900, being over sparred for light ballast. She 

proved to be the fastest on the Coast but capsized 

twice in the Sounds, the crew managing to escape 

both times. Then, on the 21st of ,:April 1906, the 

'Ronga' capsized again off Cape campbell. 

Captain Otto Petersen and all his crew drowned 

that day, but the ship was again recovered. 

There is a memorial to Petersen and his men next 

to the present Post Office in Havelock. The 

'Ronga' was afterwards converted to a steamer, 

renamed the 'Wairau', and was still working for 

Eckfords of Blenheim in 1959. 

Other regular small traders to Blackball were 

the 'Glencairn' and 'Lizzie Taylor' owned by 

John Johnson, of Timaru and the Sims and Cook 

Brothers fleets of Lyttleton. 

Between 1908 and 1915 about 8,000,000 feet of 

Kahikatea (white pine) was shipped to Sydney, 

all by sailers. The 'Mororo' of eight feet 

draught, owned by the Union Box Company, did 

many such trips. She could carry about 220,000 

feet of timber and was the only one that could 

fill up at the wharf. Cargoes for others of 

deeper draught had to be punted to the anchorage 

about three miles away at Cullens Point. 

Accidents: 

There were few accidents considering the 

nature of the work. During the whole time from 

1864 till 1915 Brownlees only had one fatality, 

occuring when Davy Hackett fell among a line of 

moving railway trucks. 

Two other accidents occured, both at Blackball. 

The first was when the big flywheel in the mill 

flew to bits. It caused "quite a commotion" but 

nobody was hurt. The other accident is told by 

an amusing, though 

expensive, one. Joe Barber was driving the 

locomotive 'Aunt Sally' with a load of logs toward 

the Blackball Mill. One of the trucks derailed 
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Tra m Br i dge , Rai Valley , 1 9 12 . 

(Al exander Turnbu l l Library, Akersten photo) . 



and as Barber was leaning out to see what had 

happened the engines' coupling broke and he was 

thrown out. The engine kept speeding towards 

the mill by itself but a Mr. Bagget, realising 

something was wrong, switched the points so 

instead of crashing into the mill the engine 

went past and over the wharf into the sea. 

Arthur Hewetson pulled the locomotive out with 

his traction engine to end a highly humorous 

episode. 

Below is an approximate summary of the timber 

shipped by Brownlee's Company from 1864 to 1915, 

a period of 51 years:-
Feet 

Mahakipawa 1864-1869 12,000,000 

Kaituna 1870-1885 40,000,000 

Havelock 1871-1875 9,000,000 

Nydia Bay 1876-1880 10,000,000 

Kaiuma Bay 1880-1887 18,000,000 

Blackball 1885-1915 100,000,000 

Total 189,000,000 

<lI:arlukr ; m:br 1La5t ~£nturr. 

The new mill at Carluke was erected in 1907. 

It was a very up to date one being of the 

American bandsaw type with a daily output of 

18,000 feet. Quite a township was created 

around the mill, inhabited on an average by 

nearly 100 employees. 

Very little has been written about this operation 

apart from the tramway. When the Carluke mill 

was at its peak of production there was 50 miles 

of light railway constructed to the terminus at 

Blackball. The line was extended about six miles 

into the Ronga Valley and about nine miles into 

the Opouri Valley, both tributaries of the Rai. 

Brownlees only took the cutting rights ov~r half 

the Opouri bush areas, thinking that the rest 

would be theirs in due course, but such was not 

to be. 

John Brownlee recalls the events which he named 

the two worst setbacks the Company sustained. 

The first happened in 1904 when a disastrous flood 

c~rried away all the main bridges over the 

Wakamarina, Pelorus and Rai Rivers. It must have 

been a very big flood as I mentioned the Wakamarina 

bridge was 20 feet above the river. All hands 
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Brownlees Baulkway at Carluke . 

(The Rai and its people, Centennia l Commi tte e ). 

took nearly a year to effect repa i rs , 

with al l ~hipping stopped. 

Brownlee then takes up t he story . 

"The other great disappointment was l.n 

about 1907. We ( t he Company) were dubbed 

huge monopolists by the powers that were , 

and a block of State Forest bush , 

estimated to contain about 40,000 , 000 feet 

~as set aside for a riva l Company at the 

head of the Opouri Valley . By the 

extens ion of our line fo r three or four 

miles we cou l d have mil l ed a nd shipped 

thi s timber much more economica l ly from 

Blackba l l, a nest- egg we had been looking 

forwa rd to for years a s the grand finale 

t o give some recompense for our vast 

outlay ." As a result the Car luke mill 

had cut all the available t imber in only 

nine years, closing in 1915 . 



Itbapter 4. 

Q[raig 11\o£s ~be Jhnpossibl£. 

John Craig was a Scotsman with a reputation 

for getting the best out'of every man he employed. 

By 1906, Craig already had years of experience 

sawrnilling on the West Coast and selling timber 

to the merchants in Christchurch. His last 

venture on the Coast was in partnership with 

a man named Sheedy. Their mill was situated on 

the Greymouth-Otira railway line. There was no 

Otira tunnel then and timber had to be transported 

to Greymouth and shipped to Christchurch. 

The Reese brothers of Canterbury were fortunate 

enough to become selling agents for the firm of 

Craig and Sheedy. Daniel, a famous cricketer, 

developed a close friendship with John Craig and 

it was through this that he learned o,f a big area 

of outstanding bush in the Marlborough Sounds. 

Craig was anxious to leave the West Coast and so, 

after some discussion between the two men, they 

decided to look at the patch of bush. At a pre

arranged date the two men, along with Craig!~ 

bushman 'Tassy' Morris, met at Havelock. There 

they met a friend of Craig's who was to tell 

them the best way to get to the bush at the head 

of the Opouri Valley. 

Taking up Government bush in those days, 

however, was like a gold-mining prospector 

trying to establish a claim. Secrecy was 

necessary, so instead of entering the valley 

from the end and risking being "seen by rival 

interest", they decided to go back to Havelock 

and hire a launch. The launch took them around 

to Nydia Bay where they could see the task that 

lay ahead. A 1,500 foot saddle separated the 

Opouri bush from the Bay. Craig and Morris 

spent many days surveying bush in the valley 

while all thr~e men spent the nights discussing 

the problem of getting sawn timber over the 

saddle. Dan Reese described the problem as 

follows: "We discussed placing a stearn-hauler at 

the top and laying a tram-line straight up the 

face of the hill and hauling and lowering truck 

loads with a wire rope. The grade on both sides 

was about one in three, but this did not fright~Il 

us away from the hauling idea, although we saw 

no clear way of holding the timber on the truck." 



Bu sh in tre Op ouri . 

(Was Lt all Cricket? , Daniel Reese ). 

I 
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Hauler on the Opour i side. 

(The Rai and i ts People, Centennial Committee ) . 

The regulations covering t he purchase 

of Government b us h stipulated that no 

more than 800 acres could be taken up 

for each mill erected. Extended a reas 

would on l y be granted once t he p revious 

one had been learly c u t out. There was 

no time to be l ost so the party wen t 

stra i ght to the Lands Of fi ce in Bl enheim 

and l o dged an application with the 

Commi ssioner of CrOvln Land s . In due 

cour s e the application was granted . 

The hauling probl em was solved when 

Reese v i sited a mill at Shannon in the 

North Is l and. He saw that t he end of 

t he wire rope, instead of being attached 

t o the t ruck, T,.las taken round t he t imbe r 

like a sling. Th i s meant t hat t he truck 

merely car r ied the weight , and the pu l l 

of the rope round the timber grew tighter 

the s teeper the grade. Next day Reese 

wired Craig: " Eas ily done ". 

Soon afterwards they started landi ng 

mater ials at Nyd i a for the erect i on of a 

whar f and f or the laying o f the tramline 

to the foo t of the hi ll . The first thing 
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Whar f at Nydia Bay . 

(Was it al l Cric ke t ? , Danie l Reese) . 



On taking soundings from a rowing boat they 

found that deep water was more prevalent on the 

side that would necessitate getting a right-of

way through both farms owned by the Gould 

brothers. So tense was the rivalry between the 

two brothers though that Reese and Craig decided 

it would be safer to deal with only one. As a 

result of the site they chose the wharf needed 

to be 900 feet long, so that it could accom

odate four or five steamers at a time. 

Under craigs driving force the tramline soon 

got up to the saddle and a steam-hauler was 

installed at the top. It was this man's force

ful character that soon led to him being christ

ened 'Bull' craig. He was unfortuate in not 

being able to find a spur on the other side to 

lay the tramline down into the Opouri. The 

finding of a pig track following a spur half a 

mile away finally solved the problem for him. 

Craig was a very adept "bush surveyor" as the 

track between the two haulers illustrated. He 

laid the line with only an aneroid (similar to 

an altimeter) ~o assist him and provided a line 

that gave a slight downhill run to the Nydia 

side hauler. 

It was at this stage that Reese realised their 
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original budget had proved too optimistic, as 

they had already spent 10,000 pounds and comm

itted themselves for more thousands. So it was 

that the two men agreed to enlarge their part

nership into a company. Shares were sold easily 

and the name decided upon for this new concern 

was the Marlborough Timber Company. Within six 

months the company's first mill was turning out 

250,000 feet of sawn timber per month. But it 

was not enough for Craig. 

Realising increased production could only be 

achieved by employing more men, Craig gave 

attention to the amenities of his sawmill settle

ment, because that is what it had become. A 

billiard saloon with two tables was built and 

then a dance hall with a good library attached. 

There had always been a store, a post office and 

a smithy while to these were added a bakehouse 

and a butchers shop. 

Over in Nydia Bay, William Gould had built a 

store and after a while he put down a grass tennis 

court. To give a touch of variety, Gould turned 

his woolshed into a dance hall by providing 

necessary amenities. His brother John owned a 

launch and made a small fortune charging people 

1 pound for a one way trip between Havelock and 



- 33 -

One of Craigs Mil l s in the Opour i . 

(Alexander Turnbull Library, Steffano Webb Collection ) . 



Nydia . Any man who did not manage to keep up 

with the work pace Craig fired, so it was not 

s u rpri sing that many j o kes were told about Cr a i g 

being a sleeping partner of John Gou l d ' s . 

The timbe r Company had not long been i n fu ll 

operatio n when Dan Reese heard a whisper t ha t 

Wi ll i am Brown l ee wa s p repar ed t o build anothe r 

mill a nd thu s ma ke h i mse l f l egally e ntit tled 

to add itional bus h . Reese l ef t f or We ll ington 

at onc e and intervi ewed 1r . K n s ington , the 

Under Secretary of Lands . He refered Reese to 

the Prime Minis ter , Sir Joseph Wa rd ; f or Mr . 

·1cCa l l urn , the forcefu l membe r f o r \~airau , had 

made it a poli t ical ma tter . The Prime Min i ster 

made i t c l e ar tha t he had decided upon prompt 

a ct i o n to clari fy t he po s itio n . 

Dan Ree s e pic ks u p the s t o ry . " I r ea l i s ed 

there was no t ime to waste. I wired my bro~her 
~,....... ':'I, ............ """\l""'IjI""Y'_ ..... r- ...... _ ,........; .... 1 ...... __ • ..: _ _ _ c ..1- 1.- .... ". __ , ,,- _____ . _ _ , _ 
_ _ - - _ ...... ..... ":1'- '- -..1&::''- - ... ............ .. ~ l "- ~'- ...a...~J."j V~ L- l. 1 C ... · J.U ..L.LUV .1..\.JU~l.l 

Ti mber Company ' s Direc t ors for t he fo llowing 

morn i ng. We did not take long to decide , 

de s p i t e the fact t ha t we we r e jus t emerging 

from t he fina ncia l stra i n cause d by the cos t o f 

bui l d i ng t he f irst mi ll. I left for We l l ing ton 

again t he same nig ht and lodged our app l i cati on 

f or a f ur t he r 80 0 acre s o f lan d , a nd undertaking 
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Axeme n chopping a giant rimu. They are : 

Jame s Mi l l e r , J oe Ha rd i ng and Jame s Phillips ; 

Cr aig s Bus hmen . 

(Ra i Va l l e y , A. M. Ha l e) . 



Lowe ring tirr b r do~n Nydia side . 

(Was it a ll Cricket? , Da n ie l Reese) . 
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to build another mill. There was great joy 

in our camp when we got word that our applica

tion was lodged just 24 hours ahead of Mr. 

Brownlee's!". 

The financing of the second mill was arranged 

by an increased overdraft at .the bank, supported 

by guarantees. Doubt that the haulers on the 

top of the hill would be able to handle the 

doubled output were unfoundered. 

The Company's bush operation was on a small 

scale but was much the same as Brownlee's. 

Craig's bushmen still only used axes and cross

cut saws to chop down the trees but steam powered 

pOlLable bush haulers were used exclusiv.;:.ly t:o 

drag the logs to the light railway. The line 

was not long enough to justify more than one 

locomotive. It appears to have been similar 

to the small Barclay locomotives that Brownlee's 

Company used. Horses were used to pull trucks 

on the railway between the two steam haulers on 

the hill. They were again used to pull the 

trucks, this time on wooden rails. down to the 

wharf on the Nydia Bay side. 
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About two-thirds of the mill's output was Rimu, 

the balance being mainly Kahikatea with some Matai. 

The Company relied almost entirely on the 

Australian market for sale of its Kahikatea 

output and Dan Reese was successful in securing 

the agency of Messrs. R. S. Lamb and Company in 

Sydney for the purpose. 

The mills also prospered because of their 

location. Pelorus Sound is less than half the 

distance of Greymouth from Lyttleton. This 

meant a cheaper freight for "timber of a better 

quality" (Reese's description). In competition 

with the West Coast mills the dice was thus 

loaded very much in favour of the Pelorus Sound 

Companys. 

Craig I S Company operated il1 thi'> Oponri Valley 

for about twenty years, as the mills were said 

to be cut out by 1925. Dan Reese states in his 

book that the total output from the two mills 

was 5,000,000 feet per annum which would give a 

total of approximately 100,000,000 feet. John 

Brownlee in a newspaper article disputes these 

figures and names 1919 as the date the mills 

closed with a total output of 40,000,000 feet; 

however, Reese must be the more reliable source of 

the two. 



The most interest i ng and vis i ble sites of 

Cr aig ' s operation o c cur i n Nyd i a Ba y. I went 

t o v isit the area in November of 1982 and dis

covered more remains tha t I expec t ed t o. I 

vi sited Jim McLauchlan a nd he wa s g ood enough 

t o t el l me whe r e t he t r a mline wen t up t he h il l . 

I then went to s ee the old wharf si te before 

fol l owing the traml ine up t he s tream . 

The end of t h e 900 foo t whar f wa s pul led 

down many years ago by a Mr.A l f Foot who has 

been dead f or s ome years now. Wha t happened 

t o the res t o f t he whar f is a mys tery but on ly 

a few weather - bea t e n pi l es rema i n t oday . A 

r ai l way cutting d own to t he wharf is s t i l l 

c l early v i s i b l e, so f inding i ts exac t location 

wi ll no t be di f ficult i n the f u ture . I am in ' 

PC33E3icu u[ a 33 cen ~imetre l ong wharf sp i ke 

t hat was used on the old wha rf. It appears t o 

be hand made but is ver y rustyand t he flakes 

t hat have fa lle n o ff it, may make i t l o o k s o . 

The traml i ne is now i ndi s t inc t be t ween t he 

wharf s i t e and where it cro sses the main s t ream . 

Be f o re the c r o s sing t he l i ne t rave 1 s l Jn t- h "" t!:"lJ.~ 
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Rema i ning wharf pi l es. 

(R. Paton) . 



Cutting down to wharf. 

(R. Paton) . 
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i n to the bank bec ome more obvious as the 

country becomes steeper. Just a fter crossing 

the st r eam , remains of the li ne a r e still 

p a r tially intact. Wooden ra i l s appear to have 

been used for this par t of the l i ne , and 

those that remain are sti ll f air l y solid . 

The benched line now becomes obvious as it 

passe s through regenerating bus h , consi st ing 

ma in ly of t ree ferns . Le ss t han half a mi l e 

fa rt he r on , t he li ne passes through a clearing 

which has a l enght of galvanised pipe sticking 

up at the end of it . It i s here t hat the 

traml i ne c ame down f rom the s add l e. A few 

l a r ge t i mber beams and nails remain plus some 

wire rope , but little else. 

The t raml ine is very c lear as it he a d s up 

the spur, as it passes t hroug h a cutt i ng with 

l ittle vegetation growing in it. About 40 

metre s up the hill i s a d itch t ha t measur es up 
... 
VVUt U 

going uphill t he ditch angles down to the righ t 

wh i c h wou ld sugges t t hat i t is a drainage channel 

for a l l t he sur face water caused by the exi s tenc e 

of t he tramline. 

Al l the way t o t he t o p there are a number of 

iron ro l l e rs . These were obviously used to 
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Galvani s ed pipe and timbers at end of clearing . 
T"'I> I _ \ 

\ . co l..VU, • 

Cutting; fir st 40 yards . 

(R. Paton) . 



- 40 -

stop the cabl cutting through the sleepers on 

the shou lders of the spur . Even so , some of t he 

sleepers have got deep grooves in t hem c a u sed by 

the wire. The first roller I came across wa s 

8 inches in d i ameter and as can be seen by the 

pho to has had enormous pressures put on it. A 

l itt l e fu rther up the line is a sma l ler rol ler 

ha l f t he si ze, bu t still 24 inches wide , I n 

ve ry good c ondi tion. 

sol i d , though rusty. 

It still rotates a nd is 

I found many rolle rs of 

thi s s ize but all t he others were without the 

mountings , some being a lmost comp l etely buried. 

Not far past a n old beech tree that has 

f a llen across the l ine are some large timbers 

and a railway wheel comp l e te with ' ts ax l e . It 

is a very sol id piece of iron , the ax le measuring 

2 i nches in diame t er and 40 i nches i n lengh t . 

The '.·,heel itse l f is 24 inches in diamete r and is 

rus ted onto the ax l e as we ll as be i ng held od by 

a key . 

Crown fern makes the line hard to follow a t 

t h is s t age , but a s l ippery pig tra ck f o l lows a 

rough path parralle l to the or i g ina l l ine. Past 

this r ough patch there is a r ol l er different to 

all the others a s it mus t have jammed a t s ome 

8 inch rol ler show ' ng Wlre indentat ion s . 

(R. Paton). 
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ear to th i s ro l l er and about half way up on 

the left hand side o f t he h ill there is a level 

cutting . It mea s u r e s r o ugh l y 3 metres by 4 

metres . Tak i ng i nto ac c o un t i t s l ocation and 

si z e i t is like l y to be a hut s ite fo r the man 

or me n who ma i ntained the traml i ne. No i nd i ca -

t i on of habita t i on e xis ts howe ve r , and i t i s 

likely that the f ore st l itte r has since covered 

it up . 

At the top of t he l i ne the r e is a lenght o f 

light railway i r on whic h wa s presumably u sed on 

the who l e d ownhill s e ction. Two long s t eel plates 

measuring 4 inche s by t hr e e q u a r t e r s of an inch 

appear to have been used a t t he ve ry t op o f the 

line i n s tead of rollers. A groove is c ut into 

them t o one s ide s o they mu st have been fixed to 

t he s l eepers . Eac h i s ove r 20 f eet long . 

At the top of the l i ne i s a l a rge g r a s s y 

c l earing on whic h half a d o zen goa ts were feeolng 

when I climbed up t o i t . The fir s t t hing that 

s t ruck me was the enormous amount of gear that 

has been left t o r us t a nd r o t . The r e are c o un t 

l e s s numbers of g r e e n beer si z e d bott l es , and 

f ire - b rick s with ' We l ga s Co.' imprinted on them . 

Hund r eds of yards of s t ee l c ab l e has been dumped 

over the bank , mo s t o f wh i c h i s 1 i nch i n di a meter 

Remaini ng 6 inc h rol l e r i n wo r k i ng order . 

(R. Paton ) . 



but some ~ i nch also exists . The l atter ~as 

probably u s ed by the steam powered b u sh haulers 

but why it is dumped on the saddl e remains a 

mystery to me. 

Some of th more unusua l th i ngs I discovered 

were some ver y p r etty p i ece s o f china crockery , 

an o ld boot , the head of r usty iron bedstead 

a nd even some unburnt c o a l that cou l d stil l be 

us ed . 

The t raml i ne to the other ~inch is easy to 

fin d ; howe ver I d id no t follow it to the end 

as I was runni ng out of time and had to head 

bac k. I t i s said t o be easy t o fo l low and is 

wel l benched, so t h e Op o ur i wi nch site should 

not be dif f i cu l t t o fi nd. 
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Si t e of winch on Nydia side on the saddle; note broken 

cross- cut . 

(R. Paton) . 
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View of area j u st to right of winch si t e: note oven 

door , broken cros s-cut and c amp oven . 

(R . Paton) . 

~ydia end ; on the sadd l e looking further to the righ t 

note ra i lway iron , steam pipe and fire brick. 

(R. Paton) . 
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1J3ublir 

Brownlees: 

Both sawmilling operations I have outlined 

deserve public recognition for their significant 

contribution to the district's development and 

their engineering genuis. Brownlee's operation 

covered such a large area that it would be 

difficult to interpret thoroughly, as only road

side exhibits and displays could be used. The 

reason for this is that the land Brownlee's 

milled was mainly freehold and remains so to 

the preRent day. Their Company also milled 

onlY the easy country in the valleys so most of 

the land has been plowed over by the farmers. 

As a result of the above, and possibly because 

of the site's nearness to State Highway 6, very 

little visible evidence remains, apart from some 

of the railway embankments. 

Craig's: 

The Marlborough Timber Company's milling must 

rank as the better of the two as far as interpre

tive possibilities are concerned. Their valley 

operation was very similar to Brownlee's and 

hence the same fate has befallen it. Much of 

~\.uarene55 

the engineering works between the mill and the 

wharf do remain however, as described in chapter 

four. 

Access: 

Access to this site can be gained in three ways. 

The first is to follow the turnoff to Tennyson 

Inlet, just north of Rai Valley township. Before 

the road starts to climb up to the Opouri Saddle, 

Mill Stream can be seen going up to the right. 

The second way to visit the area is by walking 

over the 'Nydia Walk', which was established in 

mid-1979 by linking sections of existing bridle 

paths to form a section between Kaiurna and Tennyson 

Inlet, a total of 18.5 kilometres. Neil Phillips, 

in his dissertation on bridle paths in the district, 

stated that the "track is already well known and 

is receiving a fairly high use". The easiest way 

to Nydia Bay, however, is by mail launch which 

leaves Havelock every Tuesday and Friday. 

Youth Hostel: 

A Youth Hostel is just being completed by 
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Marlborough Sounds Maritime Park Board staff 

at Nydia Bay . It will be used by groups of 

young people with supervisors or teachers who 

would appreciate the opportunity t o study a 

historical site. The hi s tory of t h e bridle 

paths as we l l as ecological suc ce s sion and the 

marine envi ronmen t cou l d al l comb i ne to produ ce 

some very in t erest i ng pro grammes . Being c lose 

to Blenheim , Nelson and Well i ngto n also mean s 

t hat the hostel ould hav e a substantia l 

patronage in the near future . 

Land Ownersh i p : 

Land ownership pos es an interesting problem 

as far as access and admin i strati on of the winch 

s i te s and a s sociated t r a ml i ne s are concerned. 

As can be seen on the map , t he t ramline passes 

through three different s ections of land ; Jim 

McLauchlan's , Maritime Re s erve and Forest Park . 

Jhic-h nf t-hp lAS t- two a dmini s ter t he saddl e 

vhere much of the remain s o c c ur is di ffi c ult to 

say , as the boundary between the two passes 

directly along the ridge . 

Many paper r oad s exi s t in t he Mar l boro ug h Sounds 

caus i ng admi ni s tra t o rs a nd land owners p roblems . 

There is a p pe r road that passes through 

McLaughlan ' s p rope r t y and into the reserve bu t 

Hundreds of feet of wire cable on the saddle . 

(R . Paton) . 



Smal l, easily removed remains on the saddle . 

(R. Paton). 
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thi _ does not follow th old tramline comp l etelY . 

The Forest Park may also be accessible by a 

paper road ~hich follows Mr. J. Bryan t ' s 

boundary fence alongside 1ill Stream. ( r efer 

Lands and Survey : cadastral map , i n References ) . 

I cannot say how sympathetic the two land owners 

,yo uld be to a l low public acc ess through t hei 

properties ; t hey would have had no problems 

a s yet , due to pub lic ignorance of the s ite ' s 

existence . 

Impli at ions of Interpreting Historical Sites : 

Publ ic awarene ss of an i n t eresting historical 

site results in v isitatio n on a certain scale . 

If t he Nydia s ite were to be interpreted , 

consultat i o n wi th and access th r ough 1cLauchlan' s 

would have to be d o ne be f orehand unle ss a tra k 

were bui lt around t he f arm a nd up t o the winch 

site . The site cou l d be c ome the focal point 

for t he wa lk , wh ich would distinqu i s h it from 

a result more walkers would be attracted, whi h 

would j ust i fy the expe nse in upgrad i ng and 

continually maintain i ng t h is wal kway . 

Another management option must be s eriously 

cons ide r e d , however . At the momen~ very few 

peop l e vi si t the si t e , which i s reflec t ed in 



ierial Photograph 

Shows e xact location 

of Craig' s operation 

from mill to the Wharf . 

(Aerial 1aping Company) 
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the number of artifacts remaining on it. If 

public access to the site were allowed I am sure 

that many of the small bottles and pieces of 

crockery, for example, would be lifted and taken 

off the site. The trip to the top is and eXhaust

ing one and people often like to take something 

back as a memento. Much of the site's character 

and uniqueness would undoubledly be lost as a 

result. If the potential danger of this is 

considered to be too damaging, a policy of non

advertisement may need to be continued. This 

policy only depends on the inconspicuous nature 

of the site, which it certainly qualifys for 

very well. 

I will finish Ll1is section w"ith a quote from 

the ex draft Management Plan for the Mount 

Richmond Forest Park, which adds weight to both 

options. "Although the area surrounding the 

Park has had an interesting history of gold

mining and timber milling few historical items 

associated with these activities remain in 

evidence within the Park." 

Conclusion: 

The final policy decisions must of course rest 

with the managers of both the Maritime and Forest 

Parks. Both parties, in full co-operation with 

the Historic Places Trust, if deemed necessary, 

must work together to come up with a co-ordinated 

management package for the opouri/Nydia Bay site. 

It is debateable whether or not the area's 

classification needs to be changed, as the 

vegetation on the Opouri side is undoubtedly 

protection forest while the other side is 

presently scenic reserve. However, if the area 

is to be opened up to the public, I would strongly 

advise a change in the site's zoning to provide 

greater legal protection. I must also recommend 

that a thorough mapping of the site be carried 

out by either administrating body if and before 

the public are made aware of the site's existence. 

No rnatter Wl"licrl option is decided upon ~cmc-

thing will be lost, be it the site's relatively 

untouched state or a lost opportunity for the 

public to appreciate the area. Parks are for 

people first and foremost. and I am confident 

that solutions to every problem associated with 

opening the area up can be worked out with co

operation and careful forward thinking. 



Boundaries drawn by R. Paton 
(Map courtesy of Lands and Survey Departme nt). 

Cl e ar : Scenic Reserve 

Yellow: Forest Park 

Green : Private Pro perty 
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~rom "Index to the New Zealand Section of the 

Register of all British Ships", 1840-1950 

[nclusive. 

~ompi1ed by M. N. Watt, M.B., CH.B. 

)ublished by The N.Z. Marine Society, 

Wellington, 

New Zealand. 

'arts 1 Iii IT 
'art (Ownerships) Pages 19 Iii 119. 

BrowlJ.lee, 

Falcon 

Clematis 

Eunice 

T.-1..._ 
U UIUJ ~vilson; S.:l"-"rnillcr 1 Havelock. 

1897-1900 and 1908-1915 

1897-1900 

1908-1915 

Brownlee, Jessie; Spinster, Havelock. 

Falcon 

Ronga 

1901-1915 

1901-1906 

Brownlee, William: Sawmiller, Havelock. 

Clematis 

Falcon 

1891-1900 

1891-1900 

Brownlee and Co. Ltd., Havelock. 

Falcon 

Ronga 

1900-1901 

1900-1901 

5. Reese, Daniel: Merchant, Christchurch. 

Tay 1 1916-1925 

Opihi 1918-1924 

Opua 1921-1925 

Badden Powell 1929-1932 

Part 1: (Ships) 

1. Clematis: Ketch, 67.43 tons. 

75x2l.6x7 ft. Built at Shipwrights Point, 

1872. 

Registered No. 7/1872 Port of Hobart. 

Reg. No. 2/1873 (?/3/73), Port of Napier. 

Reg. No. 11/1875 (12/4/75), Port of Auckland. 

Vessel picked up derelict, bottom upwards, 

August 1876; towed into Lyttleton. 

Reg. No. 2/1877 (10/5/77) , port of Lyttleton. 

Reg. No. 1/1897 (12/2/97), Port of Lyttleton. 

Reg. No. 6/1900 (26/4/00), port of Auckland. 

29/11/1875 Collided, "Mercury", Mercury Island, 

C. Moller. 

11/8/76 capsized of Banks Pen., G. Henry Clark. 



17/6/77 Loss of life off Motunau Is., 

P. McConv il1e . 

4/10/79 Lose of life off Cape Foulwind, 

J. Russel. 

18/5/80 collided, " Rotorua" , Godley Head, 

p. Johnson. 

27/11/81 Stranded, Waimakariri River, 

P. Johnson. 

16/6/87 Stranded, Waimakariri River, 

C. Green. 

14/5/92 Loss of life off Cape Cambell, 

H. Williams. 

16/11/97 Loss of life off AnlUri Bluff, 

E. Petersen. 

Registration closed 9/5/1925; ship broken up. 

2. Falcon: Schooner, 97.56 tons. 

92x22.6x7.3 ft. Built at Hobart, Tasmania 

in 1877, by Mackey and Cullen. 

Reg. No. 10/1877 Port of Hobart. 

Reg. No. 5/1889 (27/12/89) Port of Wellington. 

Reg. No. 2/1897 (12/2/97) Port of 

23/2/1893, Stranded, Wanganui, C. Green. 

1/11/97, Stranded, Q.C. Sound, C. Green. 

17/8/0D, Strand~dr Timaru, E. Petersen. 

29/8/01, 

5/8/08, 

28/6/10, 

10/10/13, 

Stranded, Pelorus Sd., P. Johnson. 

Stranded, Cook Strait, O. McIntyre. 

Collided: 'Wooton', Blackball. 

Damaged, , C. Groucher. 

Vessel stranded and became a total loss, on the 

North Head, Raglan on 22/10/1915. Master 

Han Johansen. 

4. Ronga: Schooner, 92.91 tons. 

9B.5x23x7.1 ft. Built at Totara North, 1900, 

by Thomas Major Lane. 

Registered 26/4/1900, Port of Lyttleton. 

Registered 25/5/1910, Port of Lyttleton. 

In 1908 vessel was converted into 

(S.S.) and renamed the 'Wainui'. 

steamer 

Altered again in 1956 to Motor Vessel (M.V.) 

I-engine, B.H.P. 240. 

20/5/1900, Loss of life off Kaikoura, 

Otto Ed. Petersen. 

16/0/01, Capsized, Pelorus sa., Petersen. 

11/9/02, Capsized, pplorus Sd., Petersen. 

21/4/06, Capsized, off Cape Cambell, 

Petersen (lost). 

Brownlees then sold the schooner. 

Registration still open at 3/5/1962 and was 

then owned by Eckford of Blenheim. 

5. Pelorus; Steam Ship, 18.08 tons. 

2 masts; 57xlOx5.6 ft. Built at Nelson in 1878. 

Registered No. 1/1878 (18/9/78) Port of Nelson. 

Master: William Watts. 

'Vessel is lying broken up and dismantled on 

the bank of the Blackball (Pelorus) River, 

near Havelock. Pelorus Sd!(entry 23/1/1918) 



6. Charles Edward: Steam Ship, 89.57 tons. 

1 deck plus a break deck, 2 masts. 

129x19.2x8.5 ft. Built in 1864. 

lx60 HP. engine. 

Vessel wrecked on the Wanganui Bar on 

5/12/1908 and broken up. 

7. Lizzie Taylor: Ketch, 77.02 tons. 

87.5.x20.7x7 ft. 

8. Glencairn: Schooner, 62.32 tons. 

66.4x19.7x7.85 ft. Built at North Shore 

Auckland in 1885. 

Vessel stranded and wrecked on 29/9/1900. 

9. Helen Denny: Ship, 707 tons. 

2 decks and a poop-deck, 3 masts. 

187.5x31.2x19.1 ft Built at Glasgow in 1866. 

1915: dismantled and used as a coal hulk. 
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1770 

1828 

1831 

1832 

1838 

1839 

1842 

1843 

1851 

1859 

1860 

1863 

1864 

1865 

1866 

1867 

1869 

1870 

Captain Cook discovers Queen Charlotte Sd. 

Te Rauparaha massacres two local tribes. 

William Ross Brownlee born in Scotland. 

John Wilson born at Perthshire, Scotland. 

Captain Steine visits Pelorus Sound. 

Lieutenant Chetwoode explores Pelorus Sd. 

Colonel Wakefield visits Pelorus:aim Settle-

F ' " h' , 'N 1 ment. lrst lrnrnlgrant s lp arrlves ln e son. 

Tuckett discovers Kaituna Valley connects 

wairau to Pelorus Sound. 

W. Brownlee goes to U.S. sawmilling for seven 

J. Brownlee born at Carluke, Scotland. years. 

Mr. A. Duncan erects first Marlborough 

S ~rwlr'Ini 11 a t The ""-_ .......... 
U.L.v'Wc. 

W. Brownlee emigrated to New Zealand. 

Mr. Corckrill only person living at Havelock. 

J. Wilson discovers gold at Mahakipawa. 

June: W. Brownlee arrives at Mahakipawa. 

Brownlees first mill starts producing. 

Small Company starts a mill in Havelock. 

pit sawn telephone poles cut in Rai Valley. 

First wheeled vehicle travels between Blenheim 

and Havelock. Journey takes 13 hours. 

Brownlee's Mahakipawa mill cut out. 

Brownlee's set up new mill two miles up the 

Kaituna Valley. 

1871 

1872 

1875 

1876 

1879 

1880 

1885 

1886 

1890 

1898 

1902 

1904 

1905 

1906 

Havelock Milling Company fails. Brownlee buy. 

Borck's settle in Maori Bay. 

Mill at Havelock closes down. 

Marlborough Provincial Government ceases to 

Brownlees move Havelock Mill to ?overn/ 
/Nydla Bay 

Pelorus Sawmill Company formed. 

Brownlees more Nydia mill to Kaiuma Bay. 

Kaiurna mill cut out. 

Mill at Blackball bought by Brownlees. 

Kaituna mill cut out. 

14 sawmills operating in Marlborough district. 

Wakamarina gold rush over. 

Han Fanselow opens first mill in the Rai 11/1 

Nees and McLean open mill near Pelorus B£idy~. 

Bridle path formed between Kaiuma and Nydia. 

Robertson Bro's open mill near Rai township. 

Disasterous flood washes out .Brownlee's bridge 

Bridle path formed between Nydia & Tennyson In 

Stearn haulers begin to replace horses & 

bullocks in the bush. 

Bryant Bros open mill on Rai School site. 

The Schooner Ronga capsizes drowning all hands 

Daniel Reese and J. Craig visit Nydia Bay. 

1907 Marlborough Timber Companys mill starts 

operating in the Opouri Valley. 

Brownlees open their Carluke mill. 



1910 Bryant Bros open mill at Rai Falls. 

1915 Carluke mill cut'~ut. 

Brownlees move to Bell Hill on the West Coast. 

1917 W. Brownlee died, aged 89 years. 

1919 Robertsons mill (opened 1902) cut out. 

1920' Day of small mills: 40 mills scattered 

through out Pelorus catchment. 

1925 Marlborough Timber company's Opouri Mills cut out. 

1948 J. W. Brownlee died, aged 89 years. 

1972 Marlborough Sounds Maritime Park gazetted. 

1974 Mount Richmond State Forest Park set up 

by Royal decree. 
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