Appendix 2

The West Coast Whitewater
Kayaking Survey 2010

Question 1.

I'm interested in which aspects of your kayaking experience you find most important, in
general. Please score each aspect using the guide. Please add any other factors you find
important and score them in the same way.
Access - how easy it is to get to the river
Flow reliability - how often a river is at a paddleable flow
Scarcity of the experience - how rare it is to find a river like that elsewhere
Scenic attractiveness - how nice the area looks to you, from the river
Wilderness feeling - being away from signs of people

Answer options
1

2

3

4

5

Not at all
important

Not very
important

Neither important nor
unimportant

Very
important

Extremely
important

Results

Attribute
Number of responses

Access
373

Flow
reliability Scarcity
372
371

Scenery
371

Whitewater Wilderness
370
368

Mean score/5

3.4

3.7

4.2

4.5

4.0

4.1

75

Mean Likert scores for attributes
5.0
4.5
4.0
3.5
3.0
2.5
2.0
1.5
1.0
0.5
0.0

Likert scores for attributes, %
100%
80%
60%

5

40%

4

20%

3

0%

2
1

Below is a table of entries for “Other”. This is unedited (direct from the Qualtrics online
environment) so includes typos/ spelling mistakes).
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Other
Clean water
Teamwork - Skills and
Communication needed to safely
negotiate the river as part of a team

Water Quality - cleanlyness of it
Team on the day
easy of use factor - clean lines
team effort with individual
responsibility
viewing wildlife on trip
Range of people I can do the trip
with
value (quality per expense - $heli$)
knowing a river is protected from
corporations wanting to alter it to
make money
Heli access
cleanliness of water
teammates
suitability for group level
features

Other

Other

Duration - Length
of time need to
negotiate a
section/river

Adventure - The
sense of unknown,
not knowing the
end result and
having to deal with
what nature
provides; Portages,
Accidents,
Overnights.

clean river unpolluted
sense of
community
non polluted
waters
Expense of trip

friends and
companions

being able to paddle with people
who are capable and safe
Companions
Waterquality - how clean the water
is
The respect and importance of
maintaining the rivers untouched
beauty
Availability of others to paddle with
Consistency of whitewater ie all
grade 4 rather than grade 2 with a
couple of grade 4 rapids
Cost to get from home to paddling
the river
Access - the amount of resistance
from other people to you paddling
able to interact with other people on able to take a
and off the river while kayaking
guide with me in

Other

sens of
achievement
kayaking buddies,
out there with ones
you know
Naturalness of the
river

meeting new
kayakers, helping
begginers

weather

novelty

able to have easy
access to a range of
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some places

Wildlife Sightings
Length of river
people you are with
The crew!
access to water level information
does the river feel like an adventure
Helicopter access
Absence of manmade hazards
How hard are any portages?

The water quality - Quality of clean
healthy water

sense of exploration of something
new
Access: availability of quality
backyard runs in proximity of
populated areas
Being with friends on the river
sense of adventure
paddling with good buddies
clean water, not polluted
Quite hard to answer--being able to
get access (keys to gates!) is
important but easy access less so
cost
how far you have to drive
water quality
Company of supportive paddler
group
distance to travel
Overall quality - combination of
whitewater, scenery, type of rapid,
etc.
Water Quality
cost to get to river

Water Quality
(drink-ability)
Quality of
campsites/huts
egress off river in
ermergency
The people i am
paddling the rivers
with
Absence of jet
boats/skis
Can you take
grade 3 novices
safely on this
river?
Free and wild - No
human impacts
such as dams,
irrigation canals
etc. River in
natural condition
mulit-day
excursions

river experiences
so I can go out
with my kids on
the river
Hot Pools

a clean river

water quality
(crystal clear blue)

sense of paddling
in my own
neighbourhood
(south westland)

paddling with
competent safe
friends
not damed
Variety of runs
time

paddling partners

bird life / Blue
Ducks

Year round
paddlability
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not polluted
Being out there with my mates with
whom I like, know and trust
The people that I kayak with
water quality/ purity
cleanwater
Clean water (no polution)
Knowing I don't have to rely on an
engineer to decide how much water
to release at any given time
Pollution free
spiritual aspect of being in such
special places as westcoast rivers
Lack of pollution, eg. farming run
off, 1080 etc.
Flow variability
Usage - how crowded is the river
being with like minded people who
have a passion for the world class
natural wilderness areas
Developing/maintaining friendships
water quality (ie no polution)
water quality (drinkable?)
Clean Water
Natural Flow Regime (undammed)
the people
enjoyment level
funness

kayaking with ones friends
Proximity to other rivers (eg Murch
rivers all valuable as people come
for the RANGE of rivers, Glenroy
is valuable as only Gr 4 in area,
easy Coast runs valuable as
stepping stones to harder runs,
Mokihinui rarely done as long way

My/or my groups
familiararity of the
river or section
people to paddle
with!
unimbinged

social experience
of kayaking these
incredible rivers
with close friends

Having the
opotunity to
introduce others to
the N.Z. kayaking
experience.
Access to a
kayaking
community
variety of
whitewater
no permits
required
Road accessability
Protected from
Development
people im with
quality of the
water, cleanleness
of the moves, lack
of mank
reasonable
weather

free parking at
river
Amount of log
jams

no car thefts, break
ins

water quality,
pureness
proximity of
takeout to pub
also , blend of easy
whitewater with
stunning scenery
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for just 1 river).
being where few pepole or no one
has has been fefore
having reliable people
"undisturbed environment'
Being out with friends
water quality, ie pollutants
Comradeship with other paddlers
water quality i.e. absence of any
pollutants
Peace - getting away from the stress
of daily life

History of the area
portage able?
paddling crew on the day
Natural flowing (non hydro
devleoped)
The team of mates who I paddle
with
social aspect
Community - sharing the
experience with others
Water quality
lack of pollution
water quality

exploring the
unknown

enjoying New
Zelands attributes

correct gear
natural flow levels

The challenge of
learning new skills

Water quality
(clean)
Access to a variety
of rivers
pushing oneself

natural - not
modified
variety

AND Linking
Sweet moves in a
wilderness
environment!!!!!!

Sociability building string
relationships with
your fellow
paddlers

the river being as
natural as possible

absence of
objective danger
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Question 2

I’m interested in how you use West Coast rivers and what you think about them. Below is a list of
all the rivers I know of that are regularly kayaked.
Please score each river you know using the guidelines below. Please skip any rivers you have no
knowledge of and add any other rivers you know.
Score

1

2

Season

Peak summer
only

(between)

Importance

Little or no
importance:
plenty of other
rivers I can go to
for this
experience

Minor
importance:
other rivers
provide similar
experiences

Whitewater
challenge

Little or no
challenge to me
at my level with
little to keep me
interested

Scenery

Unattractive:
river and area
around river not
pleasant to look
at; river may be
polluted

Little effort
needed on the
river but a few
features of
interest to me at
my level;
enjoyable
Moderately
attractive: some
local features of
scenic interest
mixed with less
attractive
sections

Wilderness

No wilderness
feeling: road
traffic or other
human activity
generally
noticeable from
river

Flow reliability

Highly
unreliable: rarely
at a suitable flow
and very hard to
predict

3

4

5

Late spring
through till early
autumn
Moderately
important: a
river with some
unique features
although
comparable
rivers exist
elsewhere
Frequent rapids;
enjoyable but
well within my
capabilities; play
spots; a fun trip

(between)

All year round

Important:
kayaking this
river provides an
experience
exceeded by few
other rivers

Extremely
important: this
river offers a
unique kayaking
experience

Challenging trip
which makes full
use of my
kayaking skills
without
extending them

Attractive:
scenery pleasing
to look at but
generally just
from the river
and banks rather
than the whole
valley

Very attractive:
river and banks
scenic,
sometimes
spectacular;
striking views of
valley or gorges

Little wilderness
feel: roads or
human activity
easily accessible
from river even if
not visible

Some wilderness
feel: signs of
human activity
but not always;
roads reachable
with effort

(between)

Quite reliable:
mostly
paddleable but
not always at a
good flow when I
expect it

Strong
wilderness feel:
largely
unmodified with
very limited
access to roads;
walking out could
take up to a day
(between)

Very challenging
trip; would only
attempt when
confident of
kayaking at my
best; the limit of
my ability
Inspiring:
scenery
spectacular
throughout trip;
both in river and
in valley, e.g.
water colour and
shapes, gorge
walls, mountains
Exceptional
wilderness feel:
pristine
environment,
extreme sense of
remoteness,
extreme effort to
walk out
Very reliable:
suitable for
kayaking at most
flows and almost
always flows
within that range
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Individual river trip reports contain the statistics from this question and graphs of both the
respondents’ geographic origin and percentage column graphs of their responses. An
example is provided below for explanation:

Arahura River
Newton Creek
100%
80%
60%

5

40%

4

20%

3

0%

2
1

The proportions of the columns indicate the respondents scoring that number for example
over 80% of respondents scored overall importance a 5 (the most important). This is one of
the West Coast’s most popular classis grade 4-5 day trips. Most people scored challenge a
4, probably as this section is now regarded by many as an easier trip (also reflecting the
question error, see assessment of data section). This section of the Arahura scores very
highly for scenery, high but lower for wilderness and mixed high scores for slow reliability.
This reflects that it is in a very beautiful valley, with a track and some signs of people, and it
has quite a wide flow range that not everyone appreciates at the extremes.
Mean scores from this question have been put into column graphs (see overleaf) and maps
(after). The column graphs do not have section names on their Y axes, to practically enable
viewing: for this level of information, see the river trip reports.
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Column graph of total number of respondents, ordered by number
250
200
150
100
50

Buller EQ
Kakapotahi L
Toaroha L
Arnold
Hokitika K
Styx TC
Crooked L
Arahura NC
Kakapotahi U
Whitcombe C
Arahura MG
Grey UG
Taipo L
Karamea
Arahura SS
Crooked U
Perth FF
Taipo U
Styx GF
Perth S
Whataroa L
Hokitika S
Fox
Mokihinui F
Whitcombe P
Buller Ibr
Landsborough
Bluebottle Ck
Wanganui U
Wanganui L
Kokatahi
Waiatoto
Turnbull
Blackball Ck
Waitaha
Perth U
Totara
Oparara
Mokihinui NB
Whataroa U
Mikonui
Toaroha U
Falls Creek
Hokitika M
Whitcombe WH
Haast
Moonlight Ck
Ngakawau
Otira
Roaring Meg
Waimangaroa
Big Totara
Waipara
Red Granite Ck
Cascade
Stony Ck
Burke
Makawhio
Chasm Creek
Copland

0

Number of respondents should indicate number of users, although there is no way of knowing exactly how well. in that way, this graph makes
sense with my observations.
It is worth noting that low number of users does not imply low quality of a river’s attributes. Factors include distance from population centres,
cost of helicopter access, length of walk in, access prevention by factors like Wilderness Zoning, difficulty/danger of whitewater preventing
some people using a river, inclusion or not in guidebooks. It is notable that the ‘top 5’ rivers are relatively easy rivers for the West Coast (and
the Buller is more commonly associated with Murchison).
Sections have been abbreviated to fit on the axis label:
“U” = Upper
“L”= Lower
Arahura MG= Milltown Gorge, NC=Newton Creek, SS=Styx Saddle; Buller EQ = Earthquake, Buller IBr=Iron Bridge down; Grey UG=Upper Grey;
Hokitika K = Kakariki, Hokitika M = Mungo; Hokitika S = Serpentine; Mokihinui F=Forks, Mokikihinui NB=North Branch; Perth FF=Five Finger,
Perth S=Scone, Perth U=Upper; Styx GF=Grassy Flats, Styx TC=Tyndall Creek; Whitcombe C=Cropp, Whitcombe P=Prices, Whitcombe
WH=Wilkinson Hut or higher.
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Hokitika S
Whataroa U
Makawhio
Whitcombe WH
Waimangaroa
Kokatahi
Whataroa L
Oparara
Perth S
Ngakawau
Roaring Meg
Waitaha River
Hokitika K
Whitcombe P
Kakapotahi U
Falls Creek
Hokitika M
Buller Ibr
Copland
Turnbull River
Arahura SS
Wanganui L
Styx GF
Arahura NC
Kakapotahi L
Perth U
Fox River
Mokihinui NB
Buller EQ
Blackball Creek
Perth FF
Cascade River
Wanganui U
Taipo U
Whitcombe C
Totara River
Styx TC
Stony River
Toaroha L
Haast River
Crooked U
Arahura MG
Waiatoto
Big Totara
Karamea
Bluebottle Creek
Mokihinui F
Crooked L
Taipo L
Arnold River
Landsborough
Grey River
Moonlight Creek
Otira River
Mikonui
Toaroha U
Burke River
Chasm Creek
Red Granite Ck
Waipara River

Column graph of % respondents from overseas, indicating 'human catchment', ordered by
number

40%

35%

30%

25%

20%

15%

10%

5%

0%

This graph has to be used in conjunction with the number of respondents, as in some rivers (for example the Copland) there were few
respondents and a high proportion from overseas. Generally, easier rivers have a lower proportion of respondents from overseas and harder,
guidebook rivers have a higher proportion.
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Cascade River
Arahura NC
Perth S
Kokatahi
Hokitika S
Hokitika M
Whitcombe WH
Waitaha River
Perth U
Whitcombe P
Karamea
Whitcombe C
Waipara River
Kakapotahi U
Styx TC
Arahura SS
Hokitika K
Perth FF
Waiatoto
Falls Creek
Whataroa L
Landsborough
Mokihinui NB
Mokihinui F
Styx GF
Kakapotahi L
Crooked U
Stony River
Taipo U
Red Granite Ck
Oparara
Whataroa U
Buller EQ
Burke River
Makawhio
Turnbull River
Wanganui U
Taipo L
Totara River
Toaroha U
Toaroha L
Wanganui L
Roaring Meg
Buller Ibr
Blackball Creek
Otira River
Arnold River
Crooked L
Arahura MG
Waimangaroa
Fox River
Grey River
Bluebottle Creek
Chasm Creek
Mikonui
Big Totara
Moonlight Creek
Haast River
Ngakawau
Copland

Column graph of mean score for 'overall importance' from 1-5, ordered by number

5.0
4.5
4.0
3.5
3.0
2.5
2.0
1.5
1.0
0.5
0.0

It is obvious from this graph that most respondents viewed most West Coast rivers as highly important. There is sufficient variation though, to
suggest that careful thought has been applied. There is a definite bias towards harder rivers, reflecting the respondents’ profile. In my opinion
this graph is a reasonably accurate reflection of the situation, other than the bias towards harder rivers (for example the Arnold should be
placed higher).
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Burke River
Falls Creek
Whitcombe WH
Hokitika M
Waitaha River
Kokatahi
Hokitika S
Perth U
Otira River
Perth S
Waipara River
Turnbull River
Whataroa U
Whitcombe P
Red Granite Ck
Stony River
Whitcombe C
Kakapotahi U
Cascade River
Arahura NC
Copland
Ngakawau
Crooked U
Blackball Creek
Wanganui U
Styx GF
Arahura SS
Oparara
Taipo U
Perth FF
Karamea
Styx TC
Mokihinui NB
Haast River
Roaring Meg
Bluebottle Creek
Whataroa L
Toaroha U
Totara River
Chasm Creek
Waiatoto
Wanganui L
Fox River
Hokitika K
Landsborough
Big Totara
Waimangaroa
Mokihinui F
Kakapotahi L
Toaroha L
Moonlight Creek
Buller EQ
Taipo L
Makawhio
Crooked L
Arahura MG
Grey River
Buller Ibr
Arnold River
Mikonui

Column graph of mean score for 'whitewater challenge' from 1-5, ordered by number

5.0
4.5
4.0
3.5
3.0
2.5
2.0
1.5
1.0
0.5
0.0

Viewing this graph helps to explain the graph above, of overall importance. This graph has been affected by the working of the survey
question (see assessment of data gathered).
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Burke River
Cascade River
Waipara River
Perth U
Hokitika S
Hokitika M
Whitcombe WH
Perth S
Whataroa U
Waitaha River
Kokatahi
Whitcombe P
Landsborough
Perth FF
Hokitika K
Waiatoto
Whataroa L
Karamea
Arahura NC
Mokihinui NB
Kakapotahi U
Whitcombe C
Red Granite Ck
Arahura SS
Oparara
Wanganui U
Mokihinui F
Copland
Crooked U
Taipo U
Toaroha U
Kakapotahi L
Styx GF
Wanganui L
Makawhio
Stony River
Toaroha L
Crooked L
Haast River
Otira River
Styx TC
Turnbull River
Falls Creek
Taipo L
Blackball Creek
Totara River
Mikonui
Fox River
Grey River
Roaring Meg
Arahura MG
Moonlight Creek
Buller EQ
Ngakawau
Buller Ibr
Big Totara
Waimangaroa
Chasm Creek
Bluebottle Creek
Arnold River

Column graph of mean score for 'scenery from river' from 1-5, ordered by number

5
4.5
4
3.5
3
2.5
2
1.5
1
0.5
0

Do consistently high scores devalue the results? From my observations, this graph is quite accurate. It does represent a sum of subjective
views, however.
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Burke River
Hokitika River
Waipara River
Hokitika River
Waitaha River
Perth River
Karamea River
Kokatahi River
Whitcombe River
Mokihinui River
Landsborough River
Waiatoto River
Perth River
Whitcombe River
Whataroa River
Stony River
Mokihinui River
Cascade River
Perth River
Red Granite Creek
Whataroa River
Wanganui River
Hokitika River
Whitcombe River
Arahura River
Toaroha River
Taipo River
Arahura River
Crooked River
Oparara River
Copland
Wanganui River
Falls Creek
Kakapotahi River
Blackball Creek
Mikonui River
Styx River
Toaroha River
Kakapotahi River
Grey River
Makawhio
Taipo River
Styx River
Totara River
Crooked River
Turnbull River
Moonlight Creek
Arahura River
Big Totara
Chasm Creek
Roaring Meg
Bluebottle Creek
Buller River
Ngakawau River
Waimangaroa
Haast River
Buller River
Fox River
Otira River
Arnold River

Column graph of mean score for 'wilderness feeling' from 1-5, ordered by number

5
4.5
4
3.5
3
2.5
2
1.5
1
0.5
0

Again, people’s perception of wilderness varies but this graph more or less matches my observations from kayaking these rivers during this
project.
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This map shows the higher density of rivers in the central part of the West Coast, but also
popular rivers in the north (for example Karamea).
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This map shows how many times respondents returned to a river. It is clear that most rivers
are paddled rarely by most respondents, perhaps because so many live away from the West
Coast. There is a cluster of busy rivers in the central West Coast. The Waimangaroa and
Copland have very few actual numbers of users.
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This map shows that international visitors tend to travel widely on the West Coast, but still
cluster in the central part. The Makawhio, Roaring Meg, Waimangaroa and Ngakawau have
few users so are potentially misleading.
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This map again emphasises the central West Coast cluster. The Cascade and Waipara have
very low user numbers due to DoC access restrictions but have been rated very highly by the
few who have been there.
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This question has been criticised by me in the Assessment of Data section. However, the
map shows a cluster of rivers in the central West Coast valued highly for their whitewater.
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This map shows the very high quality of scenery offered by most West Coast rivers, with a
spread throughout the region. There are clusters however in the far north, far south and
again in the central West Coast.
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Wilderness experiences are rated highly throughout the West Coast, with clusters around
the far north, far south and southern central West Coast.
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Question 3

This was an open ended question to invite longer answers if respondents wished to, for
qualitative research purposes. It was pleasingly well completed. The paragraphs below are
copied directly from the survey in their entirety, without editing, so may contain
typos/spelling mistakes.
1. If you would like to describe what the West Coast rivers mean to you in your own words, please
write a comment below.
Text Response
iv only been to the west coast twice, once with polytec the other on my own terms. the place is
beautiful, inspiring and challenging. choppering (helicopter) in is a unique experience and the feeling
off the chopper flying away as you are left there is one of the best experiences iv had kayaking
Pristine, crystal clear water and stunning gorges are what most people come to the coast for, and these
qualities are second to none in the world. In addition to these rivers there are a range of other rivers
which offer different, yet equally fulfilling experiences, such as flood runs which utilize the frequent
high rainfall periods. The wilderness aspect of kayaking trips here adds another dimension and also
means that theer are still new rivers to be explored. This creates a level of interest above the regular,
classic trips that we know and love. The active tectonics of the Southern Alps have produced truly
unique rivers which deliver a 100% pure kayaking experience.
West coast rivers are scenic, remote, unspoiled and accessed by few.
The west coast rivers are like no other. In a short area along that coastline their are a large variety of
rivers for a large variety of paddlers. The wilderness feel on these rivers is amazing. Combining
helicopters or walking up to a river through west coast bush is like no where else
The rivers of the West Coast of the South Island are the pinnacle of many NZ Kayakers desires, they
are rivers that have great respect for both their natural beauty and their rapids. I personally haven't
paddled as much as I would like on the West Coast because I'm careful about with who I paddle, and
when. While I am comfortable I could paddle many of the hardest sections on the coast I have no
desire to push myself in this way, a trip on beautiful, scenic, or hair-raising river is something I like to
share with good friends. The sections I have paddled on the West Coast don't rate highly in terms of
difficulty compared to some of my other paddling, but they are some of the most memorable trips I
have done. This is due to the nature of the West Coast's river and the distance you need to travel via
foot, car or helicopter to access these incredible river gorges. I'm happy that my memories of paddling
on the West Coast are with some of my best friends in the world, and are stuck vividly in my mind as
reminders of why I love to paddle. The West Coast of New Zealand is a very special place for
kayakers; which could be compared to the Swiss Alps for climbers, or the Hawaiian Islands for
surfers. It is a special gem in New Zealand's recreational crown, standing tall not only for New
Zealand Kayakers but also internationally as one of the 'must-visit' destinations. To have the variety
of rivers on our back doorstep is a blessing, one that will keep my going back for more, again and
again.
The west coast has quality, wilderness whitewater that seems unlike anywhere else in the world. It's
challenging, it's fun and it's beautiful.
From what I've heard and my limited experience (two trips) I feel it's one of the greatest kayaking
regions anywhere
The West Coast rivers of New Zealand remain some of the most unspoiled and beautiful in the world.
As a Canadian, I appreciated the brief exposure I had to these rivers and hope to return again.
The ultimate in wilderness, scenery, and high risk kayaking. Not a place to boat for glory, just pure
clean exciting fun.
great place to push my kayaking skills and take me out of my comfort Zone. only been there once but
will deffently go back many times because it is a easy place to travel to from sydney Australia
compared to the rest of the world.
Something that I aspire to paddle, I am just getting into kayaking and developing my skills. I would
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liken the harder west coast runs as to getting to an NPC level Rugby team. In both that you need to
have a good skill to run them but also in that its been a dream for a ling time much like a childhood
dream to play for Otago.
easy-accessed wilderness (if you don't mind walking) with challenging whitewater & awesome
scenery....no-one else around. love it.
I travelled from Scotland to NZ purely for the reason of getting to the world's best kayaking location.
I kayak to get away from industry, away from politics and away from the stresses of daily life; in New
Zealand's West Coast of the south island I found these remote rivers that had no polution, indutry built
into them and were surrounded by no politics...as many are in the UK. By kayaking in you country I
not only experienced the unique rivers that are unmatched anywhere else on the planet but by doing so
I also travelled throughout the country visiting every corner and some amazing people on route. In
short, the mistakes that are being made in Scotland in terms of hydro-power and the destruction of the
country side and its biodiversity are mistakes that should not be mirrored in NZ; the gains of Hydropower and so called green energy are by far out weighed by the loss you would see in tourism
revenue. Play to your strengths...your countryside!
One of the most magical places to go boating in the world
The ultimate river running playground in the World.
West coast rivers are an incredibly special commodity we have in this country. There are all unique.
They all have features and scenery that can benefit and create enjoyment for people of all skill levels.
I am not a particularly good paddling but I look forward to the day that I can take full advantage of the
West Coast rivers. The wilderness, quality of the whitewater and high calibrate of paddlers on the
Coast may this something to strive to be apart of. I am not sure that there is such a place anywhere
else...
The west coast has to be the best playground for all outdoor sports, especially kayaking. It has it all,
scenery, quality and quantity of good user friendly and hard whitewater. I came to NZ to live, and be
closer to the west coast, its that good. I and every other person that gets to see it, in its nature wild
state have been granted a wish.
The West Coast is a unique area as it has a huge diversity of whitewater rivers, catering for every
kayaker, from grade 1 and 2 through to stout 5+! This is the great appeal of the West Coast to me, as I
can go for a few weeks to the Coast and paddle a great range of rivers as I am not particularly
interested in running grade 5 everyday, and enjoy the less challenging runs like the Toaroha for a
mental reprieve. I also thoroughly enjoy being in such pristine environments of this beautiful
country. The West Coast amazes me as nearly every valley in the mountains contains a classic
kayaking run given the right amount of rain. It is such a great place to go to for a kayaking mission as
there is always great kayaking guaranteed to be had. Lack of access in many of the areas is also part
of the appeal. I enjoy the challenge of bush -bashing my way into the top of a river, and the
commitment of having to kayak out. The West Coast is a great kayaking destination with a great
diversity of runs.
The west coast of New Zealand is a unique paddling experience: the helicopters, the style of river, the
wilderness, the gorges, the long days, the ever-changing rivers. After paddling in New Zealand, I
came to regard rivers will new eyes. Lines now appear on rapids which initially seem unrunnable by
putting together a sequence of rock grinds, bold ferries and charging boofs. Also, the inaccessible
nature of the rivers, plus the difficulty of scouting and making portages in deep gorges dramatically
increased my maturity as paddler. New Zealand forces you to get creative both with lines and
portages. At the risk of sounding like an old man, the west coast sorts the men from the boys.
mind blowing scenery, accessible but with an inaccessible feel, highly committing big river days out.
some of the best paddling in the world!
The west coast rivers are worth traveling to the other side of the world for! Combination of sun,
stunning surroundings, challenging whitewater and relatively easy logistics are unique.
A chance to go away from the mundane world and experience something that really matters.
Stunning wilderness, difficult boating, scary and big rapids, serious wilderness commitment, thick
forrest, clear pristine water, helicopter accessed, few people, rain dependent, worthy of travel from the
USA for the West Coast alone! Easily ruined by development. One of the best kayaking destinations
in the world.
Helicopter jorneys over stunning landscape. This is such an allsome way to get into a river, it set the
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scene for a real adventure. flying up the whitecombe gorge was unforgettable. Inpenetrable forest on
the Mokihinui gave the trip a feeling of committment and then the flooled dead forest half way down
was indiscribebly amazing any minute I expected to see a dinasaur.
The ability to have world class whitewater in outstanding scenery with water you can drink. Almost
as perfect as you can get.
The West Coast has a wide range of unique and extremely challenging rivers. Its rivers are closely
located (condensed) along the west coast and have varying features which are excellent for class grade
4 and 5 kayaking. The scenery is spectacular, with each river having unique scenery and speacil
features and many offer a real wildenss experience. The west coast offers alot for the top end kayaker
looking to push the limits of their ability in a wilderness area. The rivers and its surroundings are
generally free from urbanistyion, industrialisation and pollution.
These rivers on the west coast are legendary around the world for their beauty, technicality, and just a
spectacular place for people to come to. Kayakers all over the world have heard about the west coast,
and alot of great paddlers travel to new Zealand just to experience them. Alot of people find them
more accessible than other harder rivers around the world, helicopters are alot more affordable in NZ.
I was lucky enough to go on a 3 day raft trip on the Wiatoto river late last summer, and it was the best
trip i have ever been on. I work as a raft guide all year round, in any places in the world, and have
been on many once in a life-time trips, but this Wiatoto was by far the greatest. Many, many times
through the 3 days i ssat dumbfounded and awed by the surroundings, truely the most beautiful place i
have been. And probably the best way to see it, floating down the calm sections, and paddling
furiously down the intense grade 5 sections. It really had it all! New Zealand rivers, and especially
the west coast rivers (as these are the more remote, specialty rips that i get excited about weeks before
they begin, and cant sleep the night before) are what make me so proud to be a Kiwi. my job is to take
tourists on river journeys, and Im always so proud to show off what NZ has to offer. There's nothing
as good as the first few trips when you get back form overseas, where i just float in amazement,
reminding myself how lucky i am to be there. And this is just floating down the grade 3 Buller! This
feeling is captured for days when its a more exciting trip down the Karamea or Mokihinui. I love it.
Thats all.
Its a place I go to challenge my skills or lack of aginst the water. Usually their with excellent mates.
The areas we go are truly untouched and it is the best place to block out all of lifes other worries.
Scenery is ok as well
Whitewater challenge and beautiful wilderness scenery. Paddling West Coast rivers makes me feel
proud and blessed to be a kiwi :)
Wilderness; Beauty; A good day out; Something to be protected; The ones i haven't done yet are a
good reason to keep on paddling. Adventure.
Wild special ans wonderful places to test and perfect paddling skills. Allows people the opportunity to
paddle wilderness rivers with helicopter rides. Fantastic challenging water accessible by car or by
foot. The west coast is the ultimate paddling destination if the weather god are being kind
I've only had one trip to the coast, but it was unreal. Some of the best boating I've had in 15 years of
kayaking, 15 different countries. There are enough awesome rivers there to keep me busy for a
lifetime!
West Coast rivers make me proud and happy to be a new zealander and live in this country. They are
in that part of my soul that keeps me spritually healthy and wanting to be alive. To me, destroying
these rivers to generate money is akin to murdering a national hero because it will profit some
shareholders somewhere
My brief trip to the West Coast in 2002 changed my notion of what a river can be. Beyond the highquality whitewater, the adventure of a helicopter shuttle is still a unique experience in my 15 year
paddling career. As well, the scenery and pristine water quality are unlike anything I have
experienced since. Simply put, we Americans are not used to drinking river water, yet that is a matter
of course on the West Coast rivers I paddled. The time I spent kayaking on the West Coast remains
one of my fondest memories.
The rivers of the west coast mean more to me than almost anything else in my life. i always look
forward to the next opportunity that i have to paddle any one of its beautiful rivers. to lose any river
from the west coast would be a great to me and the entire paddling community.
Amasing, wilderness rivers at a great range of levels, the best kayaking in nz.

98

West Coast rivers are hugely important to me, although I don't paddle them as often as I would like
these days. My best days kayaking have been on West Coast rivers. They are a fantastic combination
of quality whitewater, stunning scenery and pristine wilderness. I love West Coast rivers!
I consider rivers to be very spiritual places... I suppose some people have connections to mountains,
or the forests, but for me it has always been rivers. I think the shear range of the rivers and creeks of
the West Coast is quite unique. The high number that are so pure and untouched certainly is.
Kayaking, a truly defining activity of my teenage years, was made possible by the easy access to these
rivers - for that fact alone, west coast kayakers are exceptionally fortunate.
west coast rivers are the primary reason for living in hokitika, they are a frightfully pristine
environment which I feel privalaged to be able to use, the offer a great adventure, a great challenge, I
appreciate that their character is unique in this world,
The west coast rivers have opened my eyes to a whole other world. I came to NZ 3 and a half years
ago, and had never kayaked before. My first river trip, 3months after my arrival, was to murchison
and the buller. It blew my mind, the scenery, people and the enjoyment i got from kayaking. I now
intend on staying in NZ the rest of my life, using the degree i've nearly finished in physiotherapy to
get a job on the west coast so i can make the most of this awsome country.
One of the seven kayak wonders of the world. Inspiring scenery and landscape, very challenging
rivers, variety of rivers, steep, volume, awesome place to come and unwind, friendly locals and an all
round good place to relax and unwinding by scaring the hell out of yourself and challenging your
skills.
Personally, I am from Australia, and have only been kayaking there once so far, but have paddled a
few different countries around the world, and New Zealand was my favourite, and am heading back
later this year. The west coast offered a different style of paddling to everywhere else. The Heli trips
were my favourite. Been so remote, where you can only get there by helicopter makes the trip so
much more enjoyable, memorable, and special! Close behind the heli trips were the cold river trips.
The ones based from glaciers were scenicly beautiful, and great fun rapids. If it were not for the west
coast rivers, I would most likely not go back to NZ for kayaking.
ive traveled with a kayak to over 30 countries, participated in several major kayaking exploratory
international expeditions, and i remain absolutely convinced that new zealand, specifically the west
coast, has the most unique and most beautiful wilderness kayaking experience to be found anywhere.
stellar access with helicopter dropins, hard walk-in access, and remote and unspoilt pristine
wilderness settings with true adventure challenge makes the coast a destination for any elite kayaker,
and is the reason i moved to new zealand and bought land on the west coast! thanks for all your hard
work andy, well done mate!
The Waitaha is my favourite, beacause of combination of a long , challenging trip, with stunning
scenery. There are sections on the limits of possibility, and committing challenges. Also a larger river
volume than many of the west coast trips, and consistent whitewater right until the end .
Absolute wilderness. Kayaking places that you can't see otherwise. Totally remote, challenging, and
unique.
wild river canyons. every river i have paddled from the easy crooked through to the challenging 4/5
all have amazing canyons and a real sense of wildness and remoteness. this is further heightened by
flying in and then paddling out
An amazing opportunity to kayak continuously over a short holiday period (in this case 2-3 weeks on
vacation from west australia). To make a big step-up in terms of experience and confidence, to learn
from the manay other good kayakers in that part of the world. To experience the scenic and spiritual
beauty of the place. A must-visit area on the world whitewater circuit.
Kayaking in the West Coast is unique. I have paddled all over the South Island and seldom have I
found a river that is as noteworthy as those on the Coast. It is challenging to find rapids of a similar
continuous nature. Being in the middle of no where, with a few close friends with a full day of
challenging kayaking ahead. Amongst an amazing backdrop
The west coast is the heart of whitewater in NZ and I just love the place
The Rivers of the West Coast of New Zealand are Quite simply Unique from a Global perspective.
There is no where on the planet that offers such accessible wilderness trips of such a high quality of
white water in unique ecosystems, often on crystalline water, almost always with the highest level of
technical river running.
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I am an Australian Kayaker, so it's not too hard to get to NZ. I have only been to NZ/West coast once,
but that's all it has taken to get me hooked. I plan to come back many times in the future! There are so
many absolute quality rivers, both in terms of the whitewater and the wilderness/scenery on the West
Coast. Having numerous options available whilst being based out of a central location make it easy to
organise a paddling holiday and explore the many beautiful rivers the West Coast has to offer.
I have been paddling for 12 years. I solely paddle C1 from Auckland. I have spent part of the last
three summers in the SI paddling and have been paddling to the coast twice. The west coast rivers
offer some of the most isolated and remote paddling in the country while still being day trips. I would
love to be able to spend more time on the coast getting a heap of new runs in
The west coast is a real mecca for kayaking. The wilderness is wonderfully unspoiled. No roads,
power lines, cutlines.... Access is simple with helicopters and there is a great kayaking community
and attitude in the area. The overall beauty and easily accessible remoteness is truly one of a kind.
The West Coast rivers are some of the most exciting boating I have ever done. Coming from Alaska
means I get in some mid-winter action, and that's good. It's also a place that sets great walking
against world-class paddling and I enjoy both of these activities.
i really enjoy the the kayaking there. it´s cool to fly up. tghe scenery is really nice an a lot of good
kayaking close together. it´s big fun
I was very impressed with New Zealand's west coast rivers. NZ is very fortunate to have such a
resourse and it is the reason I spent a great deal of money to experience NZ rivers over all other
southern hemisphere options. I think NZ is challenged or will be challenged with how to manage
these resourses. I just hope NZ will see the value in its wilderness resourses as opposed to the value of
that same water as hydro-electric power or agricultural/urban sprawl. I hope NZ will learn from some
of the mistakes the US has made and some of the mistakes Canada is making now. I'll be back if the
west coast rivers remain pristine.
The best that I have ever paddled. Some of the best moments (excitement, beauty, serenity) of my life.
Easily some of the most beautiful spaces on the planet. Well worth the 14,000km round trip. Well
worth the $3,000 plus cost each time. Unique. Irreplaceable. Priceless. Undervalued. Relatively
unknown.(Except to the fortunate few)
The west coast is the pinnacle of nz kayaking. cheap helicopters, mostly good flows, good people. Its
always been th main trip of th summer, as it was rally a once a year trip from wgtn, thought now much
more accessible from the south island!! Theres just nowhere else where you can paddle such amazing
white water with beautiful blue water day aftr day, with so little driving. cant be beaten.
I am from Switzerland, where most of the rivers are damm controlled. So the west cost rivers are the
real meaning of free runnig, natural rivers in one of the most beautiful areas of the world.
The West cooast is a an extremely unique area for kayaking. World class challenging whitewater
along with mind blowing scenery and true wilderness ,ake this one of the best places in the world to
kayak.
The West Coast of the south island is a Treasure of more than just the country, but the world. People
travel from all over the world to just have a chance to paddle on these rivers. To me these rivers are a
right of passage for any kayaker who wishes to hone his or her skills to progress in the sport. It is a
feeling which cannot be put into words to write on here but has only to be experienced to be
understood.
Amazing times, fun, recreation and enjoyment with other people and Gods creation
I live in Perth, Western Australia. Paddling on the West Coast of New Zealand is an amazing
experience. I have paddled around Murchison for 4 years in a row and last year paddled the West
Coast for the first time. The white water is amazing, the scenery incredible and the feeling you get
when you get dropped off by a helicopter into the wilderness is incredible. I have a group of friends
in Perth who have also paddled Murchison and the West Coast a number of times. Its an amazing and
unique experience and it would be a travesty to lose it.
West coast rivers embody what white water kayking is truely about - hard, remote and with poor
access. Nowhere else can you get so far out into the wilderness so quickly and get yourself a whole
lot of adventure.
This is a world-class paddling destination. I visited in 1999/2000 and have planned to return ever
since. Hope to come back soon.
Heading to the 'Coast' can be a bit of an adventure. I'm a grade 4 paddler, so there is so much on
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offer. The adventure part comes from the uncertainty of the weather. With rain falling different trips
will happen. It is also a real treat, as most paddling is don't when time exists, usually measured in
single days.
The beauty, wilderness, quality and variety (something suitable for lots of different abilities)of
whitewater in such a small area is hard to beat anywhere else in the world.
I came to New Zealand four years ago to paddle, I am now trying to gain residency and one of the
main reasons is due to the kayaking provided by the West Coast Rivers. The place is a gem, and I
hope to explorer more as the years go by.
this is my church, this where i go to heal my hurt...... well acutully the west coast is main source of
kayaking in NZ. i regulary travel from palmerston north to use these waterways as they are the best in
nz. extremely important
i wouldn't be who i am without growing up with these rivers!
I'm older, my kayaking used to be about challenge, now it is about having a relaxed outdoor
experience with a small bit of challenge. Your survey doesnt cover urban kayak experiences such as
Sawyers Creek or the Greymouth lagoon or Arnold River from the lake to the dam, or the river/lagoon
next to Paroa Pub or the one along side the Ruatapu Ross rail line, also Kawhaka Creek. I think there
is quite a bit of kayaking happening that is flat or grade 2, close to towns and quite a bit happens when
there is a fresh in some rivers/creeks which are not usually doable. Not sure if you want to capture any
data from rafters either, both commercial and freedom rafting. All the figures above are for kayaking
only.
West Coast rivers are a pure wilderness experience where the soul can connect with the pristine
natural environment and be rejuivinated. It is a refreshing experience, and can be very spiritual. My
interaction with the water on the West Coast rivers gives me an appreciation for life that is hard to be
matched.
Adventure boating where every move counts.
West Coast rivers are the essence of wilderness whitewater in the New Zealand context. I came from
Alaska, where we have lots of wilderness experience, but there is no boating in the winter. The kiwi
summer was grand and many West Coast rivers offer both the great wilderness and quality outdoors
experience as well as world class whitewater and rapids to run. It was a great trip and I'd do it again
in a heartbeat.
the unique landscapes, river environments and individual rivers are the reason I travel to NZ from
Australia - the rivers and their surrounding environments are breathtakingly beautiful, sometimes
stark, sometimes foreboding, usually challenging and exciting.
There is a huge variety of river styles on the west coast and great technique to be learnt from them, I
am only learning kayaking so have not yet hit the higher grades but the ease of access and abundance
of rivers on the coast means its easy to learn and push yourself within safe limits and gradual steps
having just started kayaking at polytech this year having the arnold to learn on was great. just having a
huge range of rivers to progress on in the grade 2-3 range is awesome. having rivers like the styx and
others down that way that i can hike into with friends that are better and put in lower down so
everyone gets a peak experience is awesome. its the perfect place for kayaking
Having only been to the coast for a long week in Mar 2009 I haven't paddled much there but the rivers
I did do were brilliant - long enough to keep you interested all day, with many good hard rapids and
some great chill-out sections to relax and enjoy the wilderness. The wilderness experience is great, the
fact that from almost any of the rivers it's at least a days hike-out if you had any problems.
pristine scenery, epic day adventures, kayaking with great friwnds, trusting group, pushing limits
A chance for learning and a good time. Due to my raft guiding and kayaking skills being assesed as
part of course completion for Polytech, west coast rivers allow me to enhance these skills over a large
variety of rivers, with varying grades and a range of features. Nothing beats paddling with a bunch of
friends when there is amazing weather and a good flow.
I've paddled all over the world for many years but my favorite place to paddle is the west coast. I
really enjoy the consistency and quality of the whitewater there and find it very engaging.
Amazing quality of rivers and pristine wilderness in a rugged remote location. Truly one of the best
paddling destinations for wilderness kayaking in the world.
the best paddling in the country ---quality of scenery, wilderness, whitewater AND you can drink the
water which is very special.
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Clean drinkable water
The chance to paddle on the Coast has been an awesome opportunity + privilege for me... I've never
been overly good at sport + paddling seems to work for me - great mates, great scenery, great times...
a chance to both challenge and scare myself, get away from the rat race and lap up feeling strong in
the outdoors.
Have only been on two paddling trips to west coast rivers (other than Buller which have visited alot
more) - was impressed by the scenery and the remoteness on some of the heli trips - a chance to see a
part of New Zealand alot of others don't get to see. Find the whitewater and the length of the trips
challenging - alot different from North Island rivers that usually paddle - would like to do more .
Great place to find adventure and have fun with friends in some fantastic surroundings.
Every summer for the last 6 years i have been traveling down the to south island to paddle. The west
coast has the style of rivers that i like. Low volume, boofy continus, beautiful rivers that are really
close to a town that i love to stay at. The west cost has rivers mountains beachs all at the same time. I
see the west cost rivers as where the real adventure kayaking in New Zealand is. Coming from the
kaituna and Wairoa, they just dont give the same sence of wow I'm a kayaker.
I have been whitewater kayaking for around 3 years and have only recently considered my skill level
high enough to start paddling some of the classic West Coast rivers. I haven't paddled many, but now
that I have a taste for the rivers of 'the coast', I can't stop thinking about them. It's mainly the
beautiful lush green rainforest, contrasting against the incredible baby blue or deep green water, as
well as the stunning rocks. But its also the quality of the whitewater. These two factors combined
(scenery and whitewater) are the most important and appealing factors for me. But there's more to it
than that, paddling on the coast is a whole and full experience, shaped largely by the west coast
environment. Parts of this experience include isolation (getting away from the city and into the
wilderness), commitment (many of the runs are literally in the mountains, in a very weather exposed
section of NZ, with access difficult, normally by foot or helicopter, and rescue a long way off), and
adventure (flying in to the Hokitika or Arahura, and knowing the only really feasible way out is to
paddle downstream is much more adventurous than launching from your car at the get in for the
Hurunui, knowing that the road is always at hand). There are many different influences that shape a
West Coast paddling trip, with most, if not all of these influences being impossible to explain in
words, and perhaps they shouldn't be. Words seem incredibly insufficent for the magic that is the
West Coast rivers. It is surely something that must be experienced in order to understand and
comprehend what is so special about them. A quote from the movie 'The Castle' best sums up why I
love the West Coast rivers: "It's the vibe of it".
They are the a incredible natural creation with stunning beauty and enormous adventure potential.
There are a couple of these rivers that would a similar national significance to me as say, Mt Cook or
Mt Aspiring!
A place in my own country where i can go on some of the best paddling adventure in the world.Where
the water is crystal clear the people speak english and the logistics are prettt easy.Something that is
rare and worth protecting.
West Coast rivers are the ultimate kayaking destination in that they are located in such a vast
wonderful landscape and they provide challenges of various levels often rising as you go further
upstream. Generally they are devoid of human activity and require effort and planning to negotiate but
equally the rewards are extremely memorable and long lasting. West Coast rivers are where you begin
to realise what it means to be at one with the river and just how small and temporary we kayakers are!
These are some of the best whitewater kayaking rivers in the world and are a destination for most
international paddlers. Their challenging rapids, reliable flows, great beauty, proximity to each other
and wilderness value make them extremely valuable resources. They need preserving.
West Coast Rivers are a national treasure for New Zealand. Many of the rivers there are near the
upper limit of my current kayaking ability, and many are above my limit, but they challenge me. I
live far away, in Wellington, but I love to visit the West Coast each year (if only the ferry was
cheaper, it'd be more often!). The West Coast rivers are among the most scenic in New Zealand (what
I've seen and from photos)- e.g. I was super-impressed with the scenery on the upper reaches of the
Karamea. The Buller area is also a complete gem for kayaking in mixed-ability groups, no worries
about waiting for water (especially in summer when many North Island rivers are dry), an unmatched
social scene for kayakers over New Years, many sections to choose from (Earthquake, O'Sullivans,
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Granity Creek, etc. and other rivers like Glenroy and Matakitaki etc.), easy access and few portages.
Once again, if only the Picton ferry was cheaper, I'd be visiting frequently as it isn't far by car. [Of
course, the North Island rivers are great too and bring kayakers much joy, so I don't want to belittle
these, my bread and butter. Things are a bit dry there in the summer except for staples like the
Wairoa releases, Kaituna, Rangitaiki, guaranteed-flow Tongariro Access 10 and the Mohaka. The
Buller and West Coast are a good way to sidestep the dry in the north.]
west coast rivers to me are a great mix of fun rivers i can use a play boat on and really enjoy (eg
Arnold), places where i can challenge myself without severe real risk (eg toaroha) and have
occasional top challenge experiences (eg lower canyon hokitika).I am not one of the "best" kayakers
out there, and dont really aspire to paddle the big gr5 trips, but that they exist on the west coast is an
inspiration, especially as the lower reaches of the hardest trips have easier bits. (eg lower perth has
lower get ins). this means i can also have something in common with the "best" paddlers and feel part
of a bigger community. the rivers on the coast are quite inclusive. They are also a great place to really
get a wilderness feeling when paddling. lots of the rest of nz feels close to farmland etc, but the coast
has a different aesthetic and feeling. some of the senic features of some rivers are breathtaking. if
anything the great number of cleanwashed gorges devalues them somewhat, if only one gorge existed
it would be cherished, but most westcoast rivers have a great gorge, so we feel they are commonplace.
They are but only on the coast. The coast is also an easy place to go to as it has a big collection of
rivers close to each other. This is one of its greatest strengths. A variety of trip destinations and rivers
experiences is easy to do. things are not too far apart, and the logistics of cars or helicopter access is
easy to sort out. the west coast rivers are easy places to teach beginners. This is one of my main
passions these days, so i really enjoy introducing others to the sport in such great scenery and hydrolic
variety.
West Coast rivers represent utterly spell binding environments that offer me a range of challenging
whitewater opportunities and wilderness experiences, each unique in character, intensity and
diversity.
Awesome times on some of the best rivers in the world.
West Coast not only have the variety of runs to test your skills and headspace, but they provide the
opportunity to escape all the things going on in your world at the time, and put you in a space where
nothing really matters except the river, the wilderness, and your interaction with it. I can't think of any
better rivers to recharge ones mental batteries.
Something only those with the determination and patience to wait for the right time, and the right
team to conquer some of the toughest rivers the planet has to offer. Legendary paddlers are still
challenged on rivers on the west coast but it offers even beginner creek boaters something as well. If
the rivers are taken away, the pinnacle area of New Zealand whitewater rivers will never be the same
again.
West coast rivers are the pinnacle of free flowing kayaking in new zealand and a amazing holiday
destination. Some of the most beautiful and challenging rivers in the world.
As a tourist paddling around New Zealand and many other countries, I found the rivers of the West
Coast had a huge effect on me. I simply loved hanging around in Hokitika and on the beach waiting
for the perfect flows on the next river on the 'hit-list'. The rivers were as beautiful as any i have seen,
the rivers were far cleaner and clearer than any i have paddled before or since and the quality of
white-water led to some truly memorable experiences with great friends along the way. I would love
to live on the West Coast if I could!
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Open ended question 3 summary statistics
Total Responses

212

Word count

6614

Word frequencies:
wilderness

40

whitewater

27

scenery

26

unique

22

beautiful

19

adventure

15

helicopter

17

pristine

11

variety

10

beauty

9

range

9

scenic

5
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Question 4-13

This question explored the respondents’ demographic profile, to help to explain answers in
the other questions. It also provides a valuable insight into the whitewater kayakers of the
West Coast region.

Are you:

Answer

Response

%

Male
Female

214
51

81%
19%

Total

265

100%

Answer

Response

%

1925

1

0%

1942
1947

1
1

0%
0%

1948

1

0%

1950

1

0%

1951

1

0%

1952
1953

1
4

0%
2%

1954

2

1%

1955

1

0%

1956

1

0%

1957

1

0%

1958
1959

1
2

0%
1%

1960

4

2%

1961

2

1%

1962

2

1%

1963
1964

4
7

2%
3%

1965

7

3%

1966

8

3%

1967

6

2%

1968

6

2%

1969

7

3%

What year were you born? (omission means zero)
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1970

5

2%

1971

8

3%

1972
1973

8
7

3%
3%

1974

9

3%

1975

13

5%

1976

5

2%

1977
1978

10
13

4%
5%

1979

10

4%

1980

4

2%

1981

13

5%

1982

12

5%

1983
1984

7
4

3%
2%

1985

9

3%

1986

5

2%

1987

9

3%

1988

8

3%

1989
1990

12
11

5%
4%

1991

10

4%

1992

1

0%

Total

265

100%

What country do you come from?

Answer
Australia

Response
12

%
5%

Canada

8

3%

Germany

3

1%

Italy

1

0%

New Zealand
Norway

189
3

72%
1%

Switzerland

2

1%

United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland

22

8%

United States of America

21

8%

Total

261

100%
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If you live in New Zealand, how would you describe your ethnicity? You can select more than one
option if appropriate.

Answer

Response

%

1
7

1%
4%

174

92%

Pacific Islander

0

0%

Other

16

8%

Asian
Maori
New Zealand European

If you live in NZ, in which region do you live? If West Coast, please say where.

Answer
Auckland

Response
7

%
4%

Bay of Plenty

18

10%

Gisborne/Poverty Bay

0

0%

Hawkes Bay

1

1%

Manawatu-Wanganui
Northland

4
1

2%
1%

Taranaki

0

0%

Waikato

4

2%

Wellington

12

6%

Canterbury

61

32%

Marlborough
Nelson

4
14

2%
7%

Otago

14

7%

Southland

3

2%

West Coast

51

27%

West Coast

Number

Percent

Greymouth 20

50

Hokitika

16

40

Dobson

1

2.5

Fox glacier 1

2.5

Runanga
Westport

2.5
2.5

1
1

Note: some respondents included Murchison, which is in Tasman, as West Coast.
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What is the highest level of formal education (or the equivalent if outside of New Zealand) that you
have completed?
Answer

Response

%

High school, no qualification

6

2%

High School with qualifications

24

9%

Trade/technical qualification or
similar

17

7%

Undergraduate diploma/certificate

41

16%

Bachelor's degree

105

41%

Postgraduate

66

25%

Total

259

100%

Response

%

Paid employment 30 hours or more
per week

171

66%

Paid employment under 30 hours
per week

25

10%

Unemployed

3

1%

Student

48

18%

Retired

1

0%

Home duties

1

0%

Unpaid voluntary work

1

0%

Other

11

4%

Total

261

100%

Please select one of the following that best describes your current work situation.
Answer

108

In what industry are you mainly employed? (If more than one, pick your main source of income; if
not employed, pick the last industry you were employed in).
Answer

Response

%

Agriculture, forestry, fishing and
hunting, or mining

20

8%

Manufacturing

11

4%

Construction

24

9%

Arts, entertainment, recreation,
accommodation, or food services

48

18%

Educational, or social services

49

19%

Finance, insurance, real estate,
rental and leasing

2

1%

Medical profession

21

8%

Other professional, scientific,
management, or administrative
services

62

24%

Public administration

3

1%

Retail or wholesale trade

11

4%

Transportation

5

2%

Never been in paid employment

5

2%

261

100%

Total
What is your personal annual income before tax?
Answer

Response

%

Loss

4

2%

$0 to $10,000

28

11%

$10,001 to $20,000

16

6%

$20,001 to $30,000

16

6%

$30,001 to $40,000

29

12%

$40,001 to $50,000

26

10%

$50,001 to $60,000

29

12%

$60,001 to $70,000

38

15%

$70,001 to $100,000

41

16%

$100,001 or more

24

10%

Total

251

100%
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Are you involved in any voluntary work or community initiatives?
Answer

Response

%

No

79

31%

Advocacy

21

8%

Emergency services or Search and
Rescue

42

16%

Environmental action

55

21%

Social services, e.g. mentoring

24

9%

Club admin/coaching

105

41%

Other

26

10%

Please indicate your current family structure.
Answer

Response

%

109

42%

Single with children

6

2%

Married or with partner without
children

81

31%

Married or with partner with
children

64

25%

Total

260

100%

Single without children
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The grade of whitewater that you currently prefer to kayak is:
Answer

Response

%

Grade 1-2

2

1%

Grade 2-3

27

10%

Grade 3-4

98

38%

Grade 4-5

113

43%

Grade 5+

20

8%

Total

260

100%

How long have you been kayaking whitewater?
Answer

Response

%

under 2 years

24

9%

2 to 5 years

43

17%

5 to 10 years

50

19%

over 10 years

143

55%

Total

260

100%
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Notes
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