
Picea glauca ‘Conica’   (dwarf Alberta spruce) 
 
This very formal conical form is growing in the Amenity area on the north side of the 
Pinaceae collection. It is a very recognisable dwarf cultivar of the Alberta spruce. The 
rounded dwarf conifer to the right of that is Picea abies ‘Globosa Nana’, a cultivar of the 
Norway spruce. The large bluish conifer to the left is Abies pinsapo ‘Glauca’ a blue form of 
the Spanish fir. 
 

 



Picea glenhii   (Sakhalin spruce) 
 
This is pyramidal shaped evergreen conifer in the Pinaceae collection growing in the 
Amenity area. It can be seen toward the northwest corner of the Amenity area. 
 

 tree in north west corner of Amenity area 
 

  
short needles radiating around the shoot and pendulous female cones 



Picea omorika   (Serbian spruce) 
 
This example is in the Pinaceae family collection at the northern end of the Amenity Area. It 
has a very slender conical form of growth. Leaves are linear or needle like, 12-18mm long 
with 2 broad white bands of stomata below. 
 

 tree in north west corner of Amenity area 
 

 pendulous female cones 
 

  male cones 



Picea pungens ‘Koster’  (Blue Colarado spruce) 
 
This tree is planted in the border to the north of Forbes Building where it is growing very 
much better than a specimen in a raised planted in hard paving to the west of Hilgendorf. I 
am not certain if this tree is the cultivar ‘Koster’ or simply ‘Glauca’. 
 

 tree in lawn opposite the north face of Forbes Building 
 

 linear - needle like leaves 
 

 pendulous female cones 



Picea sitchensis   (Sitka spruce) 
 
The specimen below is planted in the south west side of the Amenity area and was a pest 
resistant strain (spruce aphid) of Sitka spruce given to me by Dr Karen Armstrong. This tree 
was planted in the mid 1990’s and is growing well in this site. Ultimately this is a large 
evergreen conifer.  
 

 pest resistant strain of sitka spruce 
 

 glaucous, needle like leaves 



Picea smithiana   (Himalayan spruce) 
 
This example below was in a line of cedars and other conifers to the south of Colombo Hall. 
There is another example planted to the south east of the Field Service Centre, probably 
around 1990.  
 

 tree near the Hadlee-Watts Cricket Academy 
 

 pendulous branch tips and long cones 



Pinus coulteri   (big cone pine) 
 
This is a young tree donated by Dr Michael Thomas who was a Senior Lecturer in 
Propagation and Nursery Management in the old Department of Horticulture. It is planted 
with a collection of Pinaceae in the extreme north-west corner of the Amenity area. This tree 
will be of interest to many when the large pineapple sized cones begin to be produced. 
 

 needles in fascicles of 3 
 

  
young tree in Amenity area n.w. corner 
 



Pinus montezumae   (rough branched Mexican pine) 
 
The tree below is at the entrance to the car park into the winery on Farm Road. There is a 
second an younger example of this species more or less opposite the Hort. Teaching lab, it 
is the western tree of the two pines planted side by side.  
 

 tree in Winery car park 
 

 female cones 
 

 staminate cones 



Pinus montezumae   (rough branched Mexican pine) 
 

 
This tree is more or less opposite the Hort. Teaching lab, the tree on the right side in the 
picture (western side). 
 

 
five needled pine, stalked conic to cylindrical female cones 



Pinus mugo   (dwarf mountain pine) 
 
This species is growing in the Amenity area at the northern end in Pinaceae collection. This 
is a small shrub rather than a tree with small paired leaves to about 75 mm. Needles are 
somewhat rigid with a sharp point, needles are finely serrate. Male and female cones are 
typical of the pines generally, but are smaller.   
 

 
bun shaped shrub 

  
male and female cones 



Pinus nigra var. maritima   (Corsican pine) 
 
This is a medium to large sized tree native to Central and S.E. Europe. It is one of around 
110 species of Pinus. Pines are monoecious (separate male and female on the same tree), 
evergreen conifers, most are large trees. This species is broadly topped at maturity, more 
slender and conical in its youth. It is an interesting tree in this site, surrounded by other more 
exotic and garden type specimens, it stands out somewhat, with a relatively large and clear 
trunk. Pines are important timber trees, Pinus radiata (Monterey or radiata pine) being the 
most important exotic timber species in New Zealand. The Corsican pine in New Zealand 
has been grown for timber, but is not as successful as radiata pine. The leaves of the 
Corsican pine are in fascicles (sheathed) of two grey-green coloured needles. The number 
of needles in a fascicle is one of the ways in which pines can be separated for identification 
purposes. The female cones woody, ovoid shaped to about 9cm long, the male cones are 
small catkin like structures. The trunk of this tree has grey fissured bark, often exfoliating and 
creamy brown below. This tree is at the eastern end of the Commerce Building, next to the 
river she-oak. A second example of this species is on the south side Farm Road opposite 
the Hort. Teaching lab. It is the eastern tree of a two pines. 
 

 
Tree at eastern end of Commerce Building 



Pinus nigra var. maritima   (Corsican pine) 
 
There is a single tree of this species on the south side of Farm Road about opposite the 
Horticultural Teaching Lab. This tree is one of two side by side near the road. The Corsican 
pine is the two needled pine on the east side. Needles are up to about 150mm long, usually 
twisted and wide spread, sheathed at the base by a tan-grey fascicle approximately 15mm 
long. Young ovulate cones are short stalked, about 70-80mm long, green maturing to a 
brown colour. 
 

 tree on eastern side of two trees opp. the Hort Tchg lab 
 

 
 young and old cones, needles in pairs. 



Pinus pinaster   (maritime pine) 
 
This tree is possibly the only example of this species on campus. It is at the western end of 
Farm Road on north side near cross roads. (At the extreme south west corner of the golf 
driving range). The tree is easily recognized by its large paired leaves in fascicles of about 
25mm. The leaves are slightly serrated, stiff and sharp pointed at the tips. Cones are large, 
shiney brown, sessile. The bark pattern becomes very recognisable as the trees of this 
species age. There are a number of quite old maritime pines in the Christchurch Botanic 
Gardens and in north Hagley Park near the Bealey Avenue corner. 
 

 tree at western end of Farm Road, north side 
 

  
needles sharp pointed, somewhat stiff in paired fascicles. 



Pinus radiata and P. radiata ‘Golden Selection’ 
 

 
These radiata pine trees were in some bare ground to the north of the Field Service Centre, 
other older examples are on the corner of Farm Road leading to the old dump. 

 
This is a cutting selection from a tree that the late Ron Arnold showed me that was growing 
in Diamond Harbour – that tree is no longer there. The form is not typical, was widely nibbled 
on by rabbits and has been burnt by frosts since planting. I expect a leading shoot to take 
over at some time. Has a very good colour in spring, occasionally burnt by severe frosts, but 
will possibly be less affected as it grows. This golden form is in the Amenity area - north-
west corner. A second example of a golden pine is small tree with a more usual form that 
from memory I think Dan Dennehy gave me. It is planted to the south east of the pond in the 
Amenity area. 



Pinus sylvestris   (Scots pine)  
 
This is a Memorial tree planted 1992 to commemorate the death of Angus McIntyre who was 
a lecturer in Resource Studies at Lincoln University. As far as I am aware this is the only 
example of this species on campus. 
 

 
Memorial Tree at the northern end of Burns Wing 

 
Leaves in paired fascicles and young male cones 




