




















Concl us ions 

- Grassland farming in New Zealand is served by committed and enthusiastic 

Plant Breeders who do have willingness to do some work together NZPBRA. 

- It seems that plant breeding in New Zealand is still in a juvenile state. Because 

of funding issues it is possible some of the technology developed in New Zealand 

may be sold overseas which is disappointing. 

- There have been significant gains made in pasture production in New Zealand 

by being able to manipulate flowering dates. 

- Further grassland plant breeding will always be necessary in order to keep 

ahead of problems of disease and persistence. 

- In an ideal situation a database of farmer experiences with different types of 

plants relative to soil type climatic zones and/or management techniques, would 

be desirable. This is however unlikely to come about. 

-Impact of environmental concerns could be a challenge. 

- Consumer requirements in regard, for example, meat or milk composition could 

challenge plant breeders into the future. 

- Alternatives- Fescues or Herbs. There are some breeders who are wildly 

enthusiastic towards fescues and the use of the likes of chicory. Other breeders 

consider that ssbecause of our past success in New Zealand with ryegrass and 

clover plants that these combinations will still reign supreme. 
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- I was given this call for the future grassland plantings on a dairy farm of suitable 

soil types. 

- 30% of productive area fescues/fescue types and white clover. 

- 55% productive area ARI ryegrass types. 

- 15% Italian type ryegrass and chicory. 
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I wish all those people associated in grassland plant breeding every success for 

their future work and want to thank them for the willingness that they have had in 

sharing some of their thoughts with me. 
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