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has released a discussion document that addresses 

MfE anticipates that the discharge regulations will 

the approval regime for discharges from offshore 

the preparation of a discharge management plan 

this plan that was at the centre of dispute under 

 

procedurally limited to determining whether the 

to reconsider the merits of information already 

Operators of offshore oil installations will also 

 oil spill proved 

reverses the commonly accepted assumption that 

from offshore installations under international 

offshore structures is theoretically unlimited under 

serves to emphasise the importance of good 

The replacement of the elected and politically 
to push through the government’s agenda for change 
in water management without the usual local 

The Selwyn Waihora catchment: A triumph for collaborative 
management?
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and parts of the catchment lie within Christchurch 

Peninsula District Council) the lake and catchment 
largely lie within Selwyn District Council Selwyn is 

taonga of Ngai Tahu and a wetland of international 

main points of the new planning developments and 

for the courts and resource managers over coming 

The management of Lake Ellesmere/Te Waihora

was extended over a much greater area as it was 

sought to permanently drain the lake to create rich 

make up approximately a quarter of New Zealand’s 

nutrients from the largely agricultural catchment 

Living Lake Symposia held every two years since 

through the National Water Conservation (Te 

inundation of surrounding farm lands and higher 

(see for instance word of mouth media “Call to 
halt the serious decline in fresh water” (press 

comments in the 
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of water quality and quantity in lowland streams in 

ECan’s approach to managing the cumulative effects 

effectively ending the Council’s approach to the 

consent was for taking groundwater from aquifers 

other agricultural production was seemingly at odds 

Changes to the lake opening regime

the National Water Conservation (Te Waihora/Lake 

Water Conservation (Te Waihora/Lake Ellesmere) 

and the values in the second value recognise the 

to listing an increased range of values and other 

The primary mechanisms of protection are the 

These seemingly contradictory provisions are to 

earlier spring openings allowing more time for the 

either directly or indirectly if there were any delays 

the commissioners expressed their concerns at 

that there was no information on which they could 
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a condition requiring the consent holders to develop 
a protocol with various interested stakeholding 

Council had always given priority to the concerns 

Constraints on farming

Strategy (CWMS) and associated processes were 

The key issues that have already led to court 

constraints on stock access to rivers essentially 

®

in determining how much fertiliser to add to their 

risks of discharges and the steps they are taking 

the Council expects Matrices of Good Management 

levels for discharges that farmers practicing good 

change production activity to a more polluting level 
and in the interim to any level greater than the type 

Cultural landscape provision

inclusion of a cultural landscape overlay that covers 
an extensive area inland from the current edge of 

recognise the interconnectedness of the various 

considered in any resource consent for septic tanks 

question marks over the situation of land owners who 
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Recent cases

Kane v Attorney-General [2014] NZHC 251
 Bronwyn Carruthers, Partner, Annabel Linterman, Graduate, Russell McVeagh

lease their land and of how commercial operators 
who lease land from several different people in 
different parts of the catchment will address these 

and given the shortage of people skilled in writing 

Concluding comments

process were surprised that the outcome would not 

decisions and the version is left to the chief executive 

Background


