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The ped igree flocks or ram breedin g 
Jlocks or stud flo cks of th e vari ous 
breeds O\'Cr a peri od of years h ave 
und ertak en th e ta sk of keeping the 
A locks o f commercial sheep fa rm ers 
su pplied with r;ims. Despite the 
.a ncient lineage cl a imed for some 
breeds. th ac tu al starting point for 
the present day improved breeds and 
th e formati on of breed societies with 
th eir fl ock r egistrati on and published 
flock books, toge ther with the pure­
bred pedigree con cept are compara­
tively recent introductions. R obert 
Bakewell with hi s improved Dishley 
L eices ter sheep and hi s Dishlcy Sheep 
Society in th e twenty years prior to 
1800 se t the fashion for both the 
system of breedin g and the control by 
breed societi es whi ch h as persisted to 
the prcsen t cl ay. 

Breed societies are composed wholly 
o [ breeders whose flocks are register ed 
with the appropria te society and 
a lthough the vari ous breed organiza­
tions may differ in the details of the 
rules under which the registered r am 
breeding flocks operate there are some 
general prin ciples common to all. 
These may be summarized as fo llows: 
F irst th e mainten ance of the purity 
of th e breed by allowing the use of 
anima ls on ly within the group o f reg­
istered flocks: second the maintenan ce 
o f a ·tand ard o[ breed type by a system 
o f i1ispecti on ; thi rd the improvement 
o f the breed. by demonstrating super­
ior individuals to breeders and, fourth 
the advert ising o f the merits of 1·he 
breed to encourage the extended use 
of n H11 s by the commercial flock 
own ers. 

By P. G. Stevens, 
Canterbury Agricultu ral College 
Lincoln . 

The effectiveness o r any or all o l 
th ese a ims is still a controversial 
ma tter. 

Sh eep o[ a variety o f breeds were 
imported into New Zealand in con­
siderable numbers from the 1850s 
onwards but it was not until 1895 
that pedigree breeders orga nized them­
se lves in to a pure breed society and 
pub lished an annual flock book which 
conta ined deta ils of th e ram breeding 
flocks. T he or ig inal organiza tion , the 
N cw Zea l a ncl Sheep Breeders' Associ­
a ti on, ca tered for all breeds and 
continued to do so until some rapidly 
increasing breed groups were powerful 
enough to Corm their own societies. In 
thi s way the R omn ey Marsh, South­
dow n, Corriccl ale, Ryelancl , Chevio t 
and o ther breed groups became 
separa te entiti es. Initially flocks were 
admitted to the books of the parent 
body (and later to the n ew breed 
group bodi es) on proof of pure­
breed ing and b y inspect ion , but after a 
few years the entran ce portal was 
closed and present day flocks have 
descended from those orig·inally 
admitted to the flock book plus those 
imported 111 more recent times. 

0[ the imported breeds some were 
the result of selective breedin g with a 
local type of sheep, others were the 
result of u sing rams of already 
improved breeds on local types o f 
sheep, while o thers were the result of 
delibera te cross-breed ing between two 
already improved breeds. Whatever 
the method used it is interes ting to 
observe th a t the formation of breed 
societ ies and th e issue of fl ock books 
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in overseas countries is little ea rli er 
th an in New Zealand and in some cases 
actu all y later . 

:-\n important fea ture of the fl ock 
book o[ the New Zealand Sheep 
Breeders' Associati on is th e admi ss ion 
to full fl ock book sta tus o f two breeds 
o [ loca l ori g in . The now well kn own 
Corri edale is th e produ ct o [ cross ing 
long wool rams (Lincoln and Engli sh 
Leicester ) and Merin o ewes. The 
resultin g half-bred atta ined popular ity 
in th e low r ain fa ll hill country. T h e 
evoluti on o [ a relatively true breed ing 
haH-bred by th e selection and ma tin g 
o[ half-bred typ es in successive ge ner­
a ti ons and without reco urse to eiti1er 
of th e parent breeds is one of the m a­
jor achi evements ol N ew Zea land sh eep 
breedin g. A more r ecent breed , the 
South Suffolk, h as resulted from the 
deliberate crossing of two o f th e fat 
lamb breeds, th e Southdown and th e 
Suffolk . 

The recogni tion of both breeds 
foll owed a common pa ttern . At first 
flocks were admitted to an appendi x of 
th e flock book to record the work 
carri ed out by interested breeders. 
Later wh en there was some agreement 
amongst breeders on the always con ­
tro\'ersia l qu esti on of breed type 
standard s, some flocks were accorded 
full fl ock book tatu s a [ter in sp ection. 

In addi Lion to th e comm on feature 
o f registra ti on with the breed society 
th e ram breedin g flocks h ave other 
common haracteristi cs. In the ma in 
ra m breeders' flocks are small and h ave 
a rela tive ly short life time. T h ese 
[ac tors prevent the majority of breeders 
from embarking on a large scale long 
term improvement p oli cy and their 
fl oc ks become pro pagatin g r a ther than 
breedi ng fl ocks. Tn each b reed how­
ever th ere are always a few flocks 
large in size and with a long· lifetim e. 
These fl ocks invari ably become the 
nucleus flocks of the breed and on 
th em depends th e type and breedin g 
quality or th e whole breed . IC the 
standard they a ttain sati fi es the com­
m ercial sh eep breeders then the breed 
fl ourishes- if they fa il then the breed 
fa il s. 

The foll owin g summarises the p as t 
and present position of the ram breed­
ing flocks o( th e various breeds in N e,,· 

Zea land . 1l is impon ant to remember 
th a t the only reaso n for the ram breed­
ing flocks io the breedin g o[ rams for 
th e commercial Rocks. heavy de­
m and fo r rams of a p arti cu lar breed 
indi ca te that the breed is mee ting 
needs o [ commercia l far mers and the 
result is in creased numbers oE fl ocks 
and e\\'CS o( the breed . A reduced de­
mand for ra ms o[ a parti cular breed 
is refl ected in a r educti on of ram 
breedin g flocks and ewes. 

ROMNEY MAR H 
T he Kent or R omn ey J\Iarsh Sheep­

breeders ,\ ssocia ti on was founded in 
England in 1895 and iss ued the fir t 
[lock book th e sa me year- thi s also was 
the found a ti on yea r o ( the N ew Zea­
land Sheep Breeders Associa ti on whi ch 
p rovided for the registrati on of R om­
n ey shee p in thi s country. 

T he first recorded im portati ons arri ­
ved in 1853- (our rams and sixteen 
ewes. T he>e sheep pas. eel [rom Leon ­
ard Youn g to :-\. Ludlam . Upper Hutt, 
and in later yea rs many of their de­
scend ants fo unded the first registered 
Rocks. ln 1862 Dr Webster o f Corrie­
da le, North Orngo. imported nine 
rams an d twenty-two ewes. T hese, with 
the impon a ti ons of Hea ley Bros. (1867 
and 1869) o[ H ororata, Canterbury, 
were also p rom i ncn t in the breedin g 
o[ fl ocks la ter accepted for r egistra· 
ti on. 

Jn J 89-J there we re 35 registered 
fl ocks whi ch ma ted some 13,000 ewes. 
Ten yea rs later flocks h ad increased 
to 395 and ewes to 63,000 while in 195 1 
fl ocks exceeded 900 and registered ewes 
ma ted 192,000. The average annual 
increase in stud ewes mated h as in 
recent yea rs exceeded 5,000. T h ese 
fi gures show clea rly the en ormous in ­
crease in the use o E rams of the breed 
a nd thi s is emphas ised by the propor­
ti ons o f the va rious breeds in the stu d 
sheep total. In 1900 oE the 513,000 
lO tal stud shee p 7 3,000 or 14 per cen t 
were R omn ey Marsh. but by 1952, 
thi s had increased to the extent that 
o( the tota l of 598,000 stud sh eep 
327,000 or 55 per cent \1~e re R omney. 

The di stributi on of the e ram­
breecling fl ocks is of interest and an 
ana lys is shows th a t 45 per cent are 
in th e \\'ellington land district and 
26 p er cent in Orngo-Southl and. 



Canterbury and Hawke's Bay with 
about 7 per cent each are next in 
order of importa nce. 

SOUTHDOWN 
ln I 892 the Southd own Sheep 

Association was formed in Sussex 
and in 1893 a nother group o[ breeders 
form ed th e Southdown Sheep Club. 
The two bodies amalga mated in 1897 
to [orm the Southdown Sheep Society 
of England. 

The first record ed importa tion was 
to Taranaki in 1842 but there is no 
indication o[ the fate of the two 1 ams 
and ten ewes imported . 

The first e frecti ve importat ion was 
in 1863 when th e Dea ns estate pur· 
cha ·eel a fl ock of I 00 odd ewes which 
had been imported from Australia 
by H en ry Matson. These sheep were 
reputedly [rom the fl ock o[ .Jonas 
Webb, one of the breed found ers in 
Eng·land . 

Wh en th e New Zealand fl ock book 
was iss ued in 1895 on ly fi ve South · 
clown flocks matin g 950 ewes we1 e 
l isted. By 19 10 flocks had increased 
to 44· a ncl by 1922 to 265 . During 
the nex t ten years numbers rose to 
644 flo cks and 56,000 ewes. By 1952 
registered fl ocks had passed the tb.Gus­
ancl mark and ewes bad in creased to 
over 96,000. The spectacular increases 
are due to the dema nd following the 
fi1st world war for th e ea rl y matur in g 
lightweight lamb and th e special 
abi lity of the Southdown ram to pro­
duce this lamb . 

BORDER LElCESTER 
The Society o f Border Leice;,1er 

Sheep Breeders wa;, formed in Scot­
land in 1898. However the first im­
porta tion o f Border sheep arrived in 
I 859 a nd was followed by others in 
1860, 1861 a nd 1862. These inpor­
ta ti ons were m ade by the ew Zea­
land a nd Australian Land Company 
and were located on their Otago an d 
South land properti es. 

The Border was one of the early 
favourites both for produ cin g breed­
ing sheep a ncl for fa t lambs. r n J 894 
there were 4 7 registered fl ocks a nd 
12,000 ewes a nd peak numbers were 
reached in J 9 12 with about 140 flocks 
and 19.000 breeding ewes. Through 
the l 890's and up to 1920 the breed 
maintai ned ;1 promin ent position bul 

during the thirti es and forties numbers 
declined. R ecent demands for rams 
for export to Australia a nd in ew 
Zealand for breeding Border-Romney 
and Border-Corri ccla le cro sb red ewes 
for Cat lam b mothers has revived in ­
te rest in the breed and served to in ­
crease the number of registered flocks. 
UN COLN 

The first effective importation- 30 
ewes and 20 rams- was tha t o[ the 
New Zealand and Austra lia n Land 
Company in 1862. These sheep were 
first ta ken to South land but la ter 
moved to Otago. 

l n 1900 there were 150 registered 
flocks mating 21,000 ewes. The breed 
had enjoyed enormous popu larity 
during the eighti es and nineti es and 
eve n in 1900 44 per cent of the rams 
used were Lincoln. From then on 
however th e breed rapidly declin ed 
in importance a nd numbers, and by 
1he ea rl y fi[ti es o nly some seven flocks 
and 1,500 ewes rema ined . 
ENGLISH LEICESTER 

There were heavy importa tions o[ 
the breed to various parts o [ New 
Z ;ila nd between the fort ies and 
eighties. The first fl ock book in 1894 
listed 39 fl ocks and about 8,000 ewes. 
J he breed continued in popu larity 
u r. til abo ut 1910 when flock numbers 
reached 148 an d ewes 23,000. From 
th en on numbers declined, slowly 
un til 194 0 wh en th ere were still 100 
fl oc ks and 12,000 ewes and then rapid­
ly unti l to-day there arc onl y s9me 24. 
flocks and 2,000 ewes. 
SHROPSHIRE 

The first importations arrived in 
Canterbury in 1864 and during the 
11 ex t 30 years the breed numbers in ­
creased rap idl y. In the first Hock 
boo ks of th e nin e ti es there were 65 
flocks a nd 20,000 breeding ewes b1:1t 
the breed was at its pea k by 19.10 
with 3 1,000 ewes. It was a lready 
seco nd in importa nce to th e Border 
as a [at lamb sire. By 1950 on ly seven 
fl ocks and 1,300 ewes remained. 
RYELAND 

The English R yeland Flock Book 
Soc ie tv was not formed until 1907 but 
th e fi~s t importations to New Zealand 
arrived in 1902 a nd by 1907 a t least 
li ve other gToups h ;i d bee n imported 
to Canterbury. 



T hese a nd la Lcr im pona Lio ns were 
r egisLcrcd with th e New Zea land 
~hcep Breeders Associa Lion, buL in 
1924 Lhe R yeland SocicLy o[ New Zea ­
la nd issued iLs ow n fl ock boo k !isl ing 12. 
fl oc ks and 850 ewes. Pea k n umbers 
were reached in th e fi ft ies wiLh 86 
fl ocks a nd 5,000 ewes. 

CORRIEDALE 
Seve n fl ocks a re li sted in the ap pen ­

di x o f Vo lume 1l ( 1906) o[ the fl ock 
book o [ th e New Zea lan d Sh eep Br eed­
ers Associa ti on , while in 19 16 in Vol­
um e 1 ~ twenty fl ocks were ad mi LLed 
to [ull fl ock boo k stallls. l n 1923 
Corri eda le breed ers [01 med the ir ow n 
Society and th e firs t fl ock book wa., 
iss ued in 1924 . ince 1930 Lh e breed 
number5 ha ,·e rema in ed ve ry stable 
wiLh a n average o f some 160 fl ocks and 
11 p w 30,000 breedin g ewes. T his is 
u 11de rsLa 11 da b le as Lhe breed caters 
for a fa ir ly we ll defin ed a rea o f lighL 
ra in fa ll h ill co unLry LOge th er wilh a 
pro fit a b le, if un precli cLab lc, expon 
Lrnde. 

SUFFOLK 
This faL la mb sire breed wa;, a very 

late ar r iva l and th e firsL im portaLio 11 s 
did 11 0L ar ri ve in Canterbury unLi l the 
end or 19 13. U n til afLer 1940 Lhere 
were 11evcr more tha n ni ne flo cks and 
200 ewe;, in Lhe co un try but d ur ing· Lhc 
p as t few years fl ocks have increased 
lO over 50 a nd ewes Lo 1,500. The 
breed , iLsclf th e resu lt o[ usi ng im ­
prO\'Cd Sou thd own (a nd probab ly 
1-lampsli irc) rams 0 11 Lh e hard y Nor­
fo lk Horn ed Heath ewe;,. has in turn 
lice 11 a pa rtn er in the loundaLion ol 
th e Ca n ter bury So u th Suffo lk . 

D ORSET H ORN 
T here was a n importa ti on LO Ca n ­

te rbury in 1897 b u t the fi rst sheep 
registered in th e fl ock book arrived in 
1903. During the n ext twen ty years 
Lhere was li tt le interes t in Lhe breed 
a lthough occasiona l returns appea r in 
the fl ock book. 

There was a [u nher imp ortation 
from /\ustra li a in 1937 and thi s com­
menced a peri od of minor breed 
act iviL y. ln 1953 Lhere were 16 regis­
Lered fl ocks with near ly 1,000 ewes. 
DOR ET DOWN 

T h is was ano th er late a rriva l in 
New Zea land a nd th e frrst imprn ta -

Liom were regis tered in 1921. T h ese 
registrations lapsed two years laLer and 
it was not unti l 1947 that the breed 
appeared again. At presenL there are 
some seven flocks and about 100 regis­
tered ewes. 

HAMPSHIRE DOWN 
This b1 eccl was amongst the early 

arrivals and five rams arrived in Can­
terbury in 1863. T h ree flo ks appear 
in Vol ume I (new series) of th e New 
Zea land Sheep Breeder ' Associat ion 
a nd in l 90l some 300 regisLered ewes 
\\'e re mated, but two years later the 
registrat ion o[ a ll th ree floc ks was 
dropped . lt was not unti l 1951 that 
th e breed was re-introduced by the im­
portation o[ five ewes and one ram 
followed by anoLher importation of 
;1 sim ilar n umber the fo llowing year. 

CHEVIOT 
T h is breed aa ived in 0Lago in 1857 

and Lhe origina l importat ion was 
followed by a n umber of others dur in g 
Lhe n ex t forty years. By l 900 three 
leading ram breeders mated over 2,000 
ewes but by 191 1 the registrat ions of 
Lh ese and oLher flocks lapsed and [or 
a ll pracLical purposes Lh e breed disap­
peared in 1Cw Zea land, a lthough a 
number of unregi tered flocks con­
Linued breeding. In 1937 a new flock 
was registered and mated 30 ewes. By 
1945 the numbers had increased to 11 
fl ocks and 800 ewes, and in 1953 to 
5:1 ll oc ks and :1bou t 3,600 ewes. 

MERINO 
The breed was an early arriva l and 

from the l 840's onwards Lhousa nds o[ 
sheep were brought across the Tasman 
from r\ ustra 1 ia each year. In 1893 the 
breed in New Zea la nd tota lled nearly 
6,000,000 and made up abo uL o ne 
third o[ the sheep pop ulation. T h e 
rest o[ the popu lation were main ly 
Merino dcrivat ions- haH-brcds and 
cross-breds. SLrangely eno ugh at th is 
t ime th ere were onl y 1 I registered 
slud flo.cks with 2,000 ewes. Apparent­
ly mos t commercial b reeders we re con ­
tent to breed the ir ram req u irements 
in the ir own flocks. By 1910 breed 
numbers had become red uced to just 
under 2,000,000 and by 1940 had 
dropped under the 1,000,000 mark. 
SLrangely enough registered flocks in­
creased to close on 60 with over 15,000 



stud ewes, an obviou reversal of th 
poli cy o [ earli er years o[ home breed­
ing rams in commercial flocks. 

SOUTH SUFFOLK 
ln J 910 th e ew Zealand Sheep 

Breeders' Associa ti on admitted on e 
floc k con isting of 150 ewes to the 
appendi x o[ th e flock book. T en year 
la ter th e number h ad increased to 59 
fl ocks and l ,775 ewe. In 1955 16 
flocks and l , 155 ewes were granted 
fu ll floc k book recogniti on while 58 
flocks and 2,675 ewes remained in the 
appendi x. The number oE registered 
Hocks has sin ce in creased to nineteen . 
T h e appendi x is now closed whi ch 
means th a t no more Southdown-Suf­
lolk crossbred flocks will be admitted . 
By 1968 those flocks already in t:he 
appendi x must have qualifi ed for Cull 
fl ock book status otherwi se they will 
be removed from the book. 

OXFORD DOWN 
The first importa tion arrived m 

N ew Zealand in 1904 and there were 
further importati ons in th e following 
yea rs. R egistration of th ese flocks con ­
ti nued for about ten years and then 
la psed . 

KERRY HlLL 
In 1937 a small group of thi s breed 

1\'a;, imported to H awke's Bay and the 
registra ti on o f th e flock was continued 
until 1952. 

From tim e to tim e representa tives 
o l other breeds h ave been imported . 
?ome importations were prior to the 
1&s ue o[ Hock books while others at a 
la ter cla te cl id n ot seek r egistra tion . 
T h e most important of these follow. 

WENSLEYDALE 
Importa ti on in 1894 and aga in in 

the 1930's and 40's. 

TUNIS 
An Ameri can version of the onh 

,-\l r ica n Tunis imported to Auckland 
lll 1900 and used in fa t lamb tri als a t 
Ruakura in 190<J. Although th e 
cross bred lambs were qui ck growing 
the ir ca rcass shape was less sa ti sfa ctory. 

DARTMOOR 
There wa one importation to Can-

1crbury in 1864. 

ROSCOMMON 
_-\n importation arri ved in "\i\l'e lling­

tll n i11 1901. 

NORFOLK DOW r (No1folk Horned) 
A group o[ thi s breed arri,·cc\ in 

Canterbury in 1868. 
COTSWOLD 

T he first im porta ti on \\"a;, in I 8G3 
and durin g the next twe m y yea r> the 
breed was full y u sed for cross ing pur­
poses. H owever by th e beg inning o( 
the ce ntury it had bee n di spla ced by 
th e Lin coln and R omn ey. 

T hi s story o[ th e changes in th e 
p edi gree fl ocks is aho the story o [ th e 
changes in th e b1 eed type o[ th e ;,heep 
population of New Zea land . The 
ori ginal population of both islands ""a" 
th e Merin o ca rri ed across the T asman 
in hundreds in 150-200 to n sa iling 
ships. Briti sh breed ,, commen(ed to 

d ribble in a t an ea rl y da te and long 
wool r ams, ma inl y the Lincoln . " ·ere 
free ly ma ted to r-r erin o ewes to pro­
du ce the half-bred. Even before the 
commencement o[ th e exp ort o[ ca r­
casses the haH-bred proved a better 
commercial propos ition on all ex ep t 
th e hardest country. 

At thi s poin t th e breedin g po li cies 
o[ th e two islands sep ara ted . The 
South Island continued " ·ith and did 
not go beyond th e halC-bred type o[ 
sheep (hen ce th e Corri eda le). The 
North l sland continued to use Lincoln 
rams (a nd p erh aps ;ome Co tswolds) on 
success ive ge nera ti ons o[ cro;;-brecl 
ewes until by th e l 880's th e N orth 
Island sheep popul ati on was virtually 
Lincoln. The h eavy dea th rate am ong 
youn g shee p focussed at ten ti on 011 th e 
R ornneys whi ch were already in the 
country. They a t le:ist ati sfi ecl the 
first requirement o [ livestock pro­
du cti on- th ey li ved . F rom then on i t 
was only a ma tter o [ time to co nvert 
the crossbred Linco ln populati on to 
grade R omney. 

Th e fat-lamb ;, ire breeds b havecl in 
th e sa me way. During the I 890's the 
Border Leicester and hropshire 
struggled fo r supremacy " ·hilc the 
Sou th down altl1ough pre,,e n t in the 
country in some numbers was little 
used . By 1920 the Southdown whi ch 
prod uces th e ea rly maturin g. li ght­
weigh t, Down-cross lamb wa> well on 
th e way to popularity and from the 
thirti es onward s had already complete­
ly displaced the favourite; o l the 
l 890's and the earl y yea rs o ( this 
century 
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