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The summer months herald a break from
most undergraduate teaching and the time for
summer studentships at Lincoln University. The
Isaac Centre for Nature Conservation has several
studentships which are now underway around the
Canterbury region. In this, the final edition of the
newsletter for 2004, we take the opportunity to
profile these projects.

Planning for new Centre initiatives,
workshops, and staff exchanges in 2005 is
underway. Professor lan Spellerberg is taking
study leave in the second half of 2005. He will be
visiting Europe where he will teach and undertake
research at BOKU University in Vienna and
Goettingen University (Germany). He will also be
a guest at several universities in England. At the
University of York he will be part of the
DIVERSITAS team and contribute to research on
biological diversity. He will also be visiting
governments departments to discuss progress
with state of the environment reporting.

Visitors to the Centre in 2005 will include:

7@ Professor Michael Muhlenberg, Centre for
Nature Conservation, Goettingen University;

7@ Dr. Jolanta Slowik, Centre for Nature
Conservation, Goettingen University;

@ Dr. Martin Gaywood,
Scottish Natural
Heritage, U.K.

The Centre is

looking <
forward
to developing
new initiatives and

research collaboration

in 2005.
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David Given awarded Sir Peter Scott Medal

David Given has been awarded the
prestigious Sir Peter Scott Medal for his services
to global plant conservation with the International
Conservation Union’s (IUCN) Species Survival
Commission.

David Given (right) receives the Sir Peter Scott Medal
from David Brackett, outgoing chair of the IUCN Species
Survival Commission.

The IUCN medals have been presented since
1988, and are named for Sir Peter Scott, son of
Antarctic explorer Captain Robert Scott. The
award was made at the IUCN Third World

Conservation Congress held in Bangkok,
Thailand (16-25" November).

Y ’ 1772 f# § The Sir Peter Scott Medal is the highest

award from the Species Survival
Commission of the IUCN, and one of the
world’s top awards for species conservation. Not
more than 25 people have received this award
worldwide, and David is the first New Zealander
to receive the award.

David Given is currently the Christchurch
City Council’s botanical services curator,
consultant and part-time lecturer at Lincoln
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University and Associate Professor of the Isaac
Centre for Nature Conservation. He chairs the
global plant conservation programme of the
TUNC Species Survival Commission and has
spent 30 years working in international plant
conservation.

Summer studentships

The university summer break is traditionally
a time when undergraduate students who wish to
develop their research knowledge and skills, or
who are interested in carrying on to postgraduate
study may be involved in summer studentships.

Students are chosen on their academic merit
and suitability to the proposed project. The
students involved in ICNC projects are
undergraduates are of various academic
backgrounds and the projects reflect the range of
expertise in nature conservation at Lincoln
University. All the projects have useful outcomes
ranging from a database of New Zealand
importance to a public information brochure for
restoration.

There are currently four students working on
three summer projects with the ICNC. The
projects are:

(® Investigating urban biodiversity,

7 Documenting human-induced change on
Banks Peninsula, and

7@ Developing an information booklet on the
Canterbury native remnants.

Biodiversity and the city

Just as there are natural communities of
plants in the wild so too are there in the city, Toni
Braddick and Ben Horne are investigating this
urban biodiversity for their summer studentships.
Under the supervision of Assoc. Professor Glenn
Stewart and Dr Colin Meurk from Landcare
Research, Toni and Ben are characterising urban
plant communities present in Christchurch city by

sampling private gardens, parks, lawns, pavement
cracks, walls and other habitats.

In addition to characterising the plant
communities, Toni and Ben will also consider the
implications for indigenous biodiversity and
landscape planting and design. This work may be
of assistance to Helen Greenup who is working
with urban habitats as surrogates for native plants
in her PhD research.

From left: Toni, Glenn, Ben, Helen Greenep and Colin
sampling a lawn and some ice-cream somewhere near a
dairy in Christchurch city.

Documenting human-induced changes in
the biodiversity of Christchurch/Banks
Peninsula.

For over a century, professional and amateur
ecologists and naturalists have recorded basic
natural history information in the
Christchurch/Banks Peninsula area. Yet, when
ecologists and conservation managers look at
wild ecosystems today, we have little idea how
the distribution and abundance of most species
have changed over the past century because most
of the information collected over the past century
is buried in government and council reports,
student theses, and scientific papers.

This summer studentship is the beginning of
an attempt to rectify this problem. Sean Fergus,
who is studying for a conjoint degree in Resource
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Management and Science, is building the
prototype for what is planned to grow into a large,
multi-agency, public-access web-project to
document the large-scale, long-term changes in
the biodiversity of Christchurch/Banks Peninsula.

The aim is to seek out the most important
publicly-accessible past observations, and place
them all on one website, where ecologists can
detect the many long-term changes occurring in
our landscapes. Analogous web databasing
projects of past and current biodiversity
observations are a relatively recent phenomenon
in ecology and have the potential to revolutionize
how we manage biodiversity at a landscape scale.

This project is supervised by Dr Jon Sullivan,
Assoc. Prof. Glenn Stewart, Dr Hannah Buckley,
and Kerry-Jayne Wilson of the Bio-Protection
and Ecology Division. If you are interested in
being involved in the development of this project,
or have data sets you think should be included,
please contact Jon Sullivan at
sullivaj@lincoln.ac.nz, (03) 325 3838 ext. 8147

This is Sean’s second summer studentship; in
the summer of 2003/04 he assisted Jon Sullivan
with the creation of full-text pdf versions of the
New Zealand Journal of Ecology and Proceedings
of the NZ Ecological Society for electronic access,
available from www.nzes.org.nz/nzje

Canterbury Native Remnants —
Katherine Carman
Memorial project

This research project Ny
that aims to produce a new ‘7 3G A
resource for the Department < 4§
of Conservation o
Motukarara Nursery = 2
has been established as a
memorial to Katherine Carman.
Katherine died in the tragic 2
Crop and Food aeroplane accident.
The project is funded with y
generous support from Katherine’s
parents; Janet and Graham Carman.

Katie Wllhanm%%&%mﬁtwent

in Landscape Architecture, has undertaken this
project under the supervision of Jorge Santos
(Department of Conservation) and Ian Spellerberg.

Katie is preparing material for a user-friendly
booklet to inform the public on the importance of
native plants and native plant communities on the
lowland areas of Canterbury. The booklet will
include information about the historical aspects of
the flora, information about existing remnants, and
information about native plant restoration. The
booklet will also explain the value of species and
ecosystem conservation and the need to preserve
our natural heritage.

The booklet will be an important tool for the
Motukarara Nursery, which in recent years has
been taking an increasing role in conservation
awareness. The information in the booklet will
become part of the nursery environmental
information and education resources and will be
available from the nursery, D.O.C. offices and
website.

Native plant restoration project.

Professor Ian Spellerberg has been obtained
research ’seed money’ from the Environment,
Society and Design Division to undertake
research on a project that will look at and assess
the value of personal attempts and experiences at
re-establishing native plants on private land. He
is particularly keen to hear from anyone who has
a story to tell about their experience with
establishing native plants. The results of this
research will be published in both popular

> format and in a science journal.

Search for the ‘most favorite’ New Zealand
native plants

In the April 2004 ICNC newsletter it was
reported that Pohutukawa had been voted New
Zealand’s “most favourite native plant” for 2002
in the ICNC top ten New Zealand native plant
survey. The survey was conducted through
Forest and Bird Magazine and supported by the
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Department of Conservation. Appropriate to this
time of year, Pohutukawa (Metrosideros excelsa)
has been for the second time found to be New
Zealand’s most favourite native plant.

To further develop this annual survey Ian
Spellerberg has joined forces with John Sawyer,
who works for the Department of Conservation
and is a founding member of the New Zealand
Plant Conservation Network. The aim is to
establish the project on the New Zealand Plant
Conservation Network web site:
(WWW.NZpen.org.nz).

New Zealand’s favourite native plant — Pohutukawa.
Otama Beach, Coromandel.

In previous years the project has attracted a
lot of interest throughout New Zealand. It is
based on a similar survey carried out in Britain by
the conservation organisation Plantlife, the aim is
to help raise a greater awareness of native plants

Publications

Establishing shelter in Canterbury with Nature
Conservation in mind; a practical guide - for
the true Cantabrian!

This booklet is a joint publication between
ICNC and Environment Canterbury and is
available to download free from the ICNC
website:
www.lincoln.ac.nz/nature/publications.htm

Remnants of indigenous vegetation that once
characterised lowland Canterbury provide
glimpses of past history and are important food
sources for native birds, lizards and insects. The
hedges and shelterbelts that bound our farmlands
thus lend themselves to restoration of habitat,
biodiversity and linkages whilst providing for

Lemonwood used as a shelterbelt on Canterbury farmland

Using a practical approach by integrating
biodiversity and production, this booklet provides
a guide to creating efficient and biodiverse shelter
in Canterbury. It includes useful information on
where to start, the benefits of creating biodiverse
shelter, design ideas, and nurseries that can
supply Canterbury sourced specimens and seed.
Also included is an index of indigenous species
for hedgerows and shelterbelts in Canterbury with
information on the best plants for each situation.

The next ICNC newsletter will bef
published in March 2005. ;

For more information or g
contributing articles |}
please contact the Centre
administrator:

Ruth Guthrie.

E-mail guthrier@lincoln.ac.nz,
phone (03) 325 2811, ext. 8219.

New Zealand Christmas tree — Pohutukawa (Metrosideros excelsa)
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