
10.7.5 
TRADESMEN SERVICES 

Difficulties are experienced attracting electricians, 
plumbers, carpenters, farm machinery servicesmen, 
etc ., to the eastern parts of the riding in particular. 

The extra costs in time and travelling charges are 
considerable, and accentuated by recent vehicle 
running costs. 

Accepted benefits of veterinary services, for in­
stance, in districts closer to a service centre, are of 
limited value further east in the study area because 
of travelling costs. 

10.8 
COMMENT OF SOCIAL ASPECTS 

The last twenty years has seen a decline in the 
area of several social services in relation to other 
more populous districts. 

This has coincided with and no doubt been largely 
due to the 60% drop in population during that time. 

Recent steep increases in transport costs are 
placing a further burden on those residents distant 
from a service centre. 

From comments in the postal survey replies, 
these trends are affecting the morale of many people 
living in the area, perhaps typified by one farmer's 
words - "I am afraid that Government agencies have 
forgotten that N.Z. and particularly the back country, 
are people and not a balance sheet." 

11.0 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

11.1 
AGRICUL TURE 

11.1.1 

The "average farm" in the study area is­
Size: 605 Ha. 
Area in grass: 363 Ha. 
Area in scrub: 133 Ha. 
Area in bush: 109 Ha. 
Stock units: 3260 
Units per grass Ha: 8.98 
Cattle stock units : 1272 
Sheep stock units : 1988 
Area of steep hills: 357 Ha. 
Area of easier hills: 1 75 Ha. 
Area of rolling hills: 55 Ha. 
Area of flats : 18 Ha. 

11.1.2 
The average size of farms continues to increase. 

The 605 Ha. holding average of the postal survey 
relates to the 633 Ha. from the general survey. 

11.1.3 
While stocking rates on average are relatively low, 

individual properties report much higher stocking 
levels. Comments indicate stocking rates per hec­
tare and per holding will increase if current incentives 
and product price/costs ratios continue . 

11.1.4 
Very few farms hire outside permanent labour. 

Labour shortages could be inhibiting productivity in­
creases. 

11.1.5 
Larger farms have more undeveloped land, and 

are generally less intensively farmed than smaller 
units. 
11.1.6 

Considerable potential for increased production 
exists. Only 29% of the study area is estimated to be 
in grass, and total area of scrub in the occupied area 
11 ,400 hectares, excluding other areas of reverted 
scrub in the total riding. 

11.1.7 
From the surveys it became apparent that no con­

sistent pattern existed between the effectiveness of 
a farmer, and his age, his time farming the particular 
property or whether the farm had been owned by his 
forbears. 
11.1.8 

There were indications that land was not as effec­
tively farmed by absentee owners, those who spent 
some time off the farms gaining other income and 
holdings with poor road access. 
11.1.9 

Farmers replying to the postal survey rated the 
taxation system as their main reason for not in­
creasing production. 

The main reason given for not employing per­
manent labour was a combination of remoteness, 
lack of services and no income for wives in the area. 
11.1 .10 

The future agricultural pattern in the area appears 
to be linked with pastoral farming - predominantly 
store farming with breeding ewes and beef herds. 

A few hectares of sheltered flats have been plan­
ted in kiwifruit this year. There is very little timber 
planted on individual farms . 

11.2 
SOCIAL 
11.2.1 

People living in the riding have dropped in number 
by 60% since 1 961. Less than half the farms have 
families with children. 
11.2.2 

Road access, particularly for the eastern part of 
the riding, is poor by accepted modern standards. 
The cost of a visit by car to the nearest service town 
of Stratford would vary from $15 to $40 for residen­
ts of the area. 
11.2.3 

The area benefits from and uses rail services far 
less than could be possible . Most residents replying 
to the postal survey wished to see the train unit ser­
vice changed. 
11.2.4 

There are at least 40 empty habitable houses in 
the area. For each five holdings, there are two with 
empty habitable houses. 
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11.2.5 
Existing farm homesteads comprise one-third 

over fifty years old. 
11.2.6 

There has been a gradual decline of government 
and other services over the past 20 years . This has 
helped dissuade people coming to the area, along 
with policies of centralisatio'n , lack of dual income 
opportunities for families and increasing travelling 
costs. 

The motivation of land ownership seems to hold 
farming families, but little labour outside these 
families is attracted and retained on a permanent 
basis. 
11.2.7 

The settlement of the Government Development 
Block at Kohuratahi in 1975 had a beneficial effect 
on the local community with the addition of four far­
ming families. 
11.2.8 

Those replying to the postal survey listed poor 
roading as the chief problem affecting farm produc­
tion and social conditions. 
11.2.9 

Those replying to the postal survey listed more 
farm mergers as the most favoured prediction of far­
ming and social trends in the next twenty years . This 
trend was generally noted as a retrograde one for the 
district. 
11.2.10 

From comments and observations, it would seem 
a definite link exists between social conditions affec­
ting communities, and the realisation of agricultural 
production potential. 

12.0 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

12.1 
AGRICUL TURE 

12.1.1 
That full realisation be made of the importance of 

hill-country farming areas in New Zealand such as the 
Whangamomona Riding in determining eventual ex­
port levels, because of the high percentage of 
breeding stock carried on such farms. 
12.1.2 

That continued promotion and review of incen­
tives aimed towards increasing productivity and land 
development in such areas be maintained - e.g. th(', 
livestock incentive scheme and land development 
encouragement loans. 

12.1.3 
That in view of the serious effects on farms in the 

past from drastic price fluctuations, policies be direc­
ted towards relatively stable and adequate product 
prices for this type of farming , and that an adequate 
share of national resources be directed into hill coun­
try farming consistently . 

12.1.4 
That policies be aimed at increasing the flow of in­

vestment into on-farm productivity, as compared to 
recent farmer preference to investing in additional 
land , buildings and plant. 

12.1.5 
That realisation be made of the family-farm unit 

being the basis of farming and communities in this 
area, and curbs be put on trends towards absentee­
ownership of land, undue aggregation and the pat­
tern of increasing farm sizes that do not necessarily 
increase productivity. 

12.1.6 
That Mt Damper Government Development Block 

be settled as soon as possible . 

12.1.7 
That the Aotuhia area of reverted land become a 

Government Land Development Block and be re­
settled by family farming units. 

12.1.8 
That Lands & Survey investigate the possibility of 

more land in the area being opened up by Land 
Development programmes, with a view to permanent 
settlement of capable , motivated farming families. 

12.1.9 
That an investigation be made on ways to enable 

under-utilised , large, isolated or fragmented blocks. 
of farmland to be subdivided and re-settled by 
capable and motivated farmers . 

This would ensure more intensive use of the land, 
as well as enabling existing landowners to channel 
finance into improving production on a more concen­
trated and easier managed area of their original unit. 

12.1.10 
That local and national noxious plants authorities 

keep a constant watch on the spread and control of 
hard weeds in the area, particularly barberry , gorse, 
heather and blackberry , all of which can render large 
areas of hill country unproductive. 

12.2 
SOCIAL 

12.2.1 
That continued representations be made to the 

National Roads Board, No. 7 District Roads Council 
and the Stratford County Council on the need to 
significantly upgrade State Highway 43. 

12.2.2 
That it be made aware to decision-makers at all 

levels that if population levels in the area continue to 
drop at the present rate , the future for the area 
socially and agriculturally is under severe threat. 
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12.2.3 
That central and local government as employers 

of rural workforces introduce some means of remote 
residential allowances to attract and retain staff and 
population in such areas as this riding, to compen­
sate for the recently evolving dis-incentives as lack 
of urban services, society's changing attitudes to the 
dual-income family concept, and sharp cost in­
creases for private transport. 

12.2.4 
That New Zealand Railways consider a change to 

the running schedule of the New Plymouth -
Taumarunui train unit to cater more for the passenger 
needs of residents in the area. 

12.2.5 
That the Housing Corporation & Rural Bank con­

sider flexibility in lending rates to isolated areas, in 
view of the high number of old homesteads in the 
area, and the high costs of building in the districts far 
from service towns. 

12.2.6 
That decisions by central and local government 

agencies to terminate services to such areas or 
reduce staffing numbers not be taken in isolation 
based on economics, but full consideration be taken 
of the overall consequences affecting social and 
agricultural patterns in such remote areas. 

12.2.7 
That in view of the growing urbanisation of New 

Zealand society, and the accompanying social and 
economic consequences, decision-makers at all 
levels be urged to allocate sufficient resources to 
strengthen isolated rural communities and hill country 
farminQ districts such as the Whangamomona Riding. 
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