








OFFICE OF RURAL AFFAIRS

Earlier this year I met with Mary Walker, 1983 Kellog
scholar. Mary in mid 1988 had undertaken a study of the

Women in Agriculture movement in Australia. One of the
most important contacts for Mary was the Head of the Office

of Rural Affairs in Melbourne, Jenni Mitchell.

Spurred by enthusiasm for the concept Mary returned to
Victoria this year for further study. So my many thanks to
Mary for the information she has given, for I too am very

enthusiastic.

Announced by the Victorian. government in 1985, the Office
of Rural Affairs (0O.R.A.), .*was attached to the Department
of Agriculture (similar to our M.A.F.) to become
cumulatively titled the Department of Agriculture and Rural

Affairs (D.A.R.A.)

Its objective:
To identify the priority needs of country Victorians,
especially those whose needs are greatest, and to
assist the development and co-ordination and promotion
of policies and initiatives which equitably meet these

needs.

The Government proposed three changes:

56



1, A strong focus implementing the Victorian
Economic Strategy.
2. A wide view of what "agriculture" entails.

3. Attention to the whole way of 1life of people.

The terms "agriculture” and “rural”, though not redefined,

have been given a wider and fuller sense. "Agriculture"
includes farm inputs, transport, handling, 1initial
processing, marketing and related services. "Rural" refers

to all those people living outside the metropolitcan areas
and major regional centres and to the activities in which

they are involved.

One of the major components .of the 0.R.A., and I think a
key to 1its success, 1is .the direct two-way communication
between the head officers of the O0.R.A. and State

Government.

A once monthly meeting 1is held with the Ministers of the
D.A.R.A., Education, Conservation, Forests and Lands,
Community Services, Water Resources, Treasurer and any

other Minister when appropriate.

This allows for a greater understanding of rural affairs by
government, a greater understanding by country people of
government policy, and enables more country people having a

say, rather than just a powerful lobby group.

57



The office covered all of Victoria, apart from the two
largest cities, Melbourne and Geelong, with the Head Office

in Horsham, not much bigger than Gore.

The administration is provided by the Department of
Agriculture and the $1 million budget provides for 22

staff, transport and a rural womens network.

So the O.R.A. 1is a state initiative, the personnel are
state employees rather than 1local body employees, and
though this may make them vulnerable, there is strong
commitment beyond political beliefs. An acknowledgement by
the Victorian Government of the considerable input of rural
women to their communities, -has placed a priority on Womens
Issues. Jenni Mitchell 18;5130 the editor of "Network"”, a
quarterly rural womens magazine. This 1inking of many
rural womens groups allows autonomy to be maintained, while
co-ordinating facts and communicating withthe different

groups.

The Victoria Farmers Federation is supportive of the O.R.A.
and sees it as "a positive acknowledgement of the different
requirements of rural communities when distributing

government services"”.
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New Zealand Perspective

In accepting the concept of the O0.R.A., it 1is important to
decide where it will fit for our greatest advantage and the

strongest position to influence change.

Keeping in mind the philosophy of the Local Body Commission
"Dividing town from country creates a division ..... it
clouds the objective and its achievement” and the fact that
the newspapers of a few months ago suggest that "“the

government rediscovers farming”. Where to from here?

The restructuring of local government could perhaps provide

for the establishment of. the O0.R.A.. The intrusion of
o

party politics 1in local .rgovernment could well be the

catalyst for change in the future.

In the report of the Local Government Commission to the
House of Representatives, March 1989, it states "future
policy determinations by the government and subsequent
legislation can add to the functions performed by either

regional councils or territorial authorities”.

The O.R.A. I believe, should be established with direct
Tinks to government ministers, as in the Victorian system.
Whether it would assume the same links with M.A.F., or

whether it would be administered by 1local authorities, is
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debateable. Vulnerable as it might seem, attached to
Central Government, I would like to quote from an article
by Colin James in the National Business Review, June 1986,
"The argument is a constitutional case that one government
in its dealings with its citizens, cannot ignore the trust
the citizens were entitled to put 1in the government that
preceded it. There is a sense in which a government is the
government in the same way that 1its predecessor was also
the government. The government may radically change its
policies just because its membership has changed, but 1is in
some way responsible for avoiding undue dislocation because

of the change”.

How we might have avoided Post Office, Bank closures,
o

lowered representation an Health Boards and Local

Authorities if we had been able to empower all those people

we have traditionally considered urban, and communicated

our combined displeasure to an uninformed government.

The recent advocacy for a combined Land-User Body may well
be enough for some, but an Office of Rural Affairs that
combines rural/urban in the widest view will have a far
greater strength to implement policy and decision making,

and hopefully a cure for our ailing rural communities.
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‘ PLANET O F

“What Is Wrong
With Us?”

“A Senator’simpassioned call for action:

If the steps needed to save the environment are well known and
Sfeasible, then why are they not taken? In a speech at the TIME con-
Sference, Senator Albert Gore of Tennessee, one of the most ardent
environmentalists in Congress, explored this crucial question. Ex-
cerpts from his remarks:

hen I announced I was running for President, I said
W the greenhouse effect, the depletion of the ozone layer

and the global ecological crisis will, by the end of this
election year, be recognized as the most serious issue facing this
country and the world. Three days later, a George Will column
ridiculed the naiveté of a politician
who could imagine that issues of this
kind would be politically salable.

I guess he was partly right and
partly wrong. I was right in that the
issue has, during this year, attained
enormous importance and new rec-
ognition. But he was right, since it
didn’t do me any good politically.
There are still barriers to political
action. Let me discuss five of them.

» Numberone, thereareareasof
uncertainty about the greenhouse ef-
fect and the dire nature of the ecologi-
cal crisis we face, which are seized
upon as excuses for inaction. Thisisa
psychological problem common toall
humanity. If strong responses are
needed and yet there is some residual
uncertainty about whether you are
going to have to make those respons-
es, the natural psychological tenden-
cy is to magnify the uncertainty and
say, “Well, maybe we won’t really
have to face up toit.”

But the fact that we face an eco-
logical crisis without any precedent
in historic times is no longer a mat-
ter of any dispute worthy of recogni-
tion. And those who, for the purpose of maintaining balance in
debate, take the contrarian view that there is significant uncer-
tainty about whether it’s real are hurting our ability to respond.

» The second barrier to political action is an unwillingness
to believe that something so far outside the bounds of historical
experience can, in fact, be occurring. To put it another way, this
set of problems sounds like the plot of a bad science-fiction mov-
ie. People automatically assume it can’t be real. =

» The third political barrier is the assumption that it will be
easier and more sensible to adapt to whatever climate change oc-
curs than it will be to prevent the crisis. But the change could
come so swiftly that adaptation will be all but impossible.

» The fourth barrier is the lack of widespread awareness
among the peoples of the world about the nature of the problem.
Most political leaders, let alone their public, are unaware of what
is happening and how severe it is. That must be changed.

» The fifth barrier to political action is the knowledge that
many of the ultimate solutions are almost unimaginably difficult.

“Did God choose an appropriate

technology when he gave human

beings dominion over the earth?
.The jury is still out.”

T H E Y E AR

And since they are harder than anything we have done before,
and the efforts may all come to naught anyway, why mess with
them? Why not conserve our energy and just not even try? That
is a formidable barrier, not least because the solutions require in-
ternational cooperation on a scale that is totally unprecedented
in history.

system reacts. The role of leadership is critical in spread-

ing awareness, in framing solutions, in offering a vision of
the future we want to create, as well as a vision of the nightmare
we wish to avoid.

There is an old science experiment in which a frog is put into
a pan of water, and the water is slowly heated to the boiling
point. The frog sits there and boils because its nervous system
will not react to the gradual increase. But if you boil the water
first and then put the frog in, it immediately jumps out.

We are at an environmental boiling point right now. Is the
destruction of one football-field’s worth of forest every second
enough to make the frog react and jump out of the pan? What
will it take? If, as in a science-fiction movie, we had a giant in-
vader from space clomping across
the rain forests of the world with
football field—size feet—going boom,
boom, boom every second—would
we react? That’s essentially what is
going on right now.

We saw the two whales trapped
in the Arctic ice, struggling for air,
and the world responded. The U.S.
and the Soviet Union cooperated.
Yet we see 40,000 babies starving
every day, and we don’t react. What
is wrong with us?

There used to be a debate in the
*70s about appropriate technology.
Now the question is: Did God choose
an appropriate technology when he
gave human beings dominion over
the earth? The jury is still out. And
theanswer hastocomein our lifetime
from the political system.

There are precedents. We made
human sacrifice, once commonplace,
obsolete. We made slavery obsolete.
These things, just like changes in
weather patterns, took a long period of
time. But now, just as climate changes
are telescoped into a very short period
of time, changes in human thinking of
amagnitude comparable to the changes that brought about the abo-
lition of slavery must take place in one generation.

We know how to solve the problem. It will be unimaginably
difficult. The cooperation required will be unprecedented. But
we know what to do. What is required is a change in thinking
and a change in the equilibrium of the world’s political system.

Right now the political equilibrium is characterized, by
short-term policies at the expense of long-term policies. It is
characterized by actions to confer national advantage at the ex-
pense of actions designed to promote global advantage. It is
characterized by preparations for war, ignorance and starvation.

Our challenge as political leaders is to come up with an agen-
da of solutions, which we are doing. But the larger challenge for
all of us is to shift the world’s political system into a new state of
equilibrium, characterized by more cooperation, global agendas
and a focus on the future. As General Omar Bradley said at the
end of World War II, “It is time we steered by the stars and not
by the lights of each passing ship.” ]

T hose five barriers must be overcome before the political
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CONCLUSION

1 The 1less valuable your contribution to society, the

more you will be rewarded.

2. Never under—-estimate the importance of bullshit.

3 A11 government financial 1legislation ultimately

achieves the opposite of its expressed intent.

4., The health of New Zealand farming and commerce can be
measured by the number of rods in the Major Jones

trout pool of the Tongariro River in May.

Bob Jones Four .taws of Economics

I realised in coming to the end of this project, what a
difficult task I had set myself in making some conclusion,

let alone develop a ten minute speech on the concepts.

Maybe one is not necessary, but as I have enjoyed the study
and the fitting together of the different parts, I found
the whole project hard to let go. Given another few
months, I would have launched into a diatribe on the rabbit
problem and the ever increasing problems of Tuberculosis.
Remember the comment "we don’t learn from experience, but

react to imposed conditions”.
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Lord Northbourne poses a question "Is the romance of
country life really only a poetic survival of a bygone age,
not very practical because there is no money in it, or is
it that romance 1is something to which we must cling, and to
which we must build? Is farming a necessary drudgery to
be mechanised so as to employ a minimum of people to be
standardised and run in even bigger units to be judged by

cost accounting only?"

We must be ever vigilant 1in not undermining the very
special relationship that farmers have with the land. The
major problems of modern agriculture in the United States,
soil loss, chemical dependency, fossil fuel dependency,
loss of family farms, more corporate forms and an expansion
of agribusiness are the;’ conseguences of too much
reductionism. Problems were, and are still, being defined
for farmers, problems farmers scarcely knew they had.
Scientists, technologist and salesmen encouraging
everything from fertilisers to computers, push their
products. Many farmers have come to distrust their own
common sense observations, when confronted with an

abundance of quantitative documentation of the remedies.
Many back to the landers who attempted sustainable

agriculture, found it difficult as individuals or

individual families.
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"Once the systematic destruction or dismantling of rural
communities was underway in the United States, the
weakening of the family farm was inevitable”. Wes Jackson
I believe the implications are that sustainable agriculture
will need rural communities if it 1is to survive and

flourish.

The rather vociferous Sir George Stapledon says "Nature is
nothing if not artistically harmonious in her blendings of
her numerous, conflicting and frequently savage purposes,
and I think we must admit that evidence is accumulating to
suggest that she will not tolerate, and in fact 1is not
tolerating, man’s blatant transgressions against her own
standards of appropriateness. It is fashionable today to
scoff atthe word "naturai;, forgetting that as we learn
more and more about the secrets of nature, so we are shown
how colosally much more there is to be known. We are ever
increasingly prone to act on what 1ittle we know without
making any sort of allowances for what we do not know, and
our ignorance is greatest where it affects us most nearly,
namely, in our own physical, mental and emotional reactions

to the environments, we see fit to make for ourselves.
Agriculture is nearer to nature - to nature 1in all her

moods and tenses, and in all her complexities - than 1is any

other industry, and so those who serve agriculture are
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brought nearer to nature than those who serve other

industries.

That, to my mind, 1in the national interest, is an all
sufficient argument for safeguarding the affairs of

agriculture in every way possible”. €.1938,.

Owen Jennings, speaking at the New Zealand Institute of
Agricultural Science Conference said "agriculture suffers
in favour of environmental issues”. So I’11 remind you
again, of what Gerry McSweeney said 1in February "all

farmers are conservationists”.

I hope that the perception is not harmed as we move forward
to changes that will no doué% come about from the Resource
Management Law Reform, Environmental Protection Agency, and
changes in emphasis of the researchers and the M.A.F., to

sustainable agriculture systems.
Carl Jung said "A good thing 1is unfortunately not a good
forever, for otherwise there would be nothing better. TF

better is to come, good must stand aside. Therefore:

The best farming is farming that makes people

healthier.
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The best farming is farming that promotes a just

society.

The best farming is farming that preserves the earth

and its networks of life.

and finally from F.D. Roosevelt:

"The test of our progress is not whether we add more

to the abundance of those who have much; it is

whether we provide enough for those who have too

Tittle".
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DEFINITIONS

Paradigm

Reductionism

Mechanistic

Synergy

Symbiosis

Cybernetics

Rational

Example of pattern

Analysis of complex things into simple
constituents; view that a system can
be fully wunderstood in terms of 1its

isolated parts.

Doctrine that all natural phenomena,
including 1ife, allow mechanical

explanation by physics and chemistry.

Combined effect of drugs, organs that
%

exceeds. the sum of their individual

effects. Hence Green Synergos-

working together.

Association of two different organisms
living attached to each other, or one
within the other to their mutual

advantage.

Science of systems of control and

communications in animals and machines.

endownhed with reason, reasoning
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Intuition

Determinism

Steward

immediate apprehension by the mind

without reasoning.

Doctrine that human action is not free,

but determined by motives regarded as

external forces acting on the will.

person entrusted with management of

anothers property.
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