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In the future we may not be able to trade products from tuberculosis infected
farms, although this may appear to be emotive, it is a distinct possibility. Ireland
who has a big tuberculosis problem is currently spending $80-100 million per
annum in an attempt to eradicate tuberculosis and is failing miserably. New
Zealand is regarded a rival in the agricultural export scene and Ireland will want
New Zealand to suffer as well, if it is not allowed to export it's own products to
EEC compatriot countries.

Let us look at the dairy industry as an example in New Zealand. If some
Murchison dairy farms were to become infected with tuberculosis and put on
movement control can you imagine tankers moving down the same road twice
to pick up milk? One tanker for clean milk for export and a high priced market.
The other tanker picking up the tuberculosis infected milk that can only be sold
as stock food or exported to a low priced market in a third world country. It
would have a terrible effect on payout to shareholders, thus an adverse effect on
the rural economy which eventually boils over to the whole economy. How
would you pay the infected farmer? Discount his stock more that it is now at
sales? Do we pay the farmer what his milk is worth and penalise him for what is
a country problem, for he may be unlucky to border indigenous government
owned land. How do we approach this problem with very limited finances?
Clearly we need a medium to long term strategy. We need to look out ten to
tifteen years and progress towards effective control. Active control is necessary
now to contain the disease with the methods of control we know, but move to
more effective control with better techniques found by long term research. We
must get better control with less dollars because the farmers financial resources
are stretched now.

A limited budget of $18-20 million is available for 1990, not nearly enough to
achieve eradication of tuberculosis. A political point that will be used by our
competitors will be our level of funding not level of control.

Research to understand the epidemeology of the disease and the MAF Qaul study
is underway now in the Wairarapa. Its study base behaviour is the
epidemeology, ecology, transmission of infection and behaviour of the possum.
This study is very complex and will take at least five years before conclusive
results emerge. Computer modelling from the results will be a benefit in
evaluating areas of infection where eradication is being considered. Computer
modelling according to Professor Roger Morris who is heading the study will be
“the cheapest tool available.”

Whatever methods of control are adopted in the future, we must never
underestimate the cunning and adaptability of this mammal to the changing
environment it will be forced to live in.



22

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Introduced Mammals of New Zealand, K Wodzicki, 1949

Possum Hunting in New Zealand, Graeme Marshall, 1984

The Opossum in New Zealand, L T Pracy and R IKean, 1949, 1969

Preying Possum, New Zealand Listener, 1990

Introduction and Liberation of the Opossum, L T Pracy, 1967

Tuberculosis, Current situation and future disease control planning, P G Livingstone,
National Manager Tuberculosis Control MAF, 1990

Research Presentation to AHB and RAHAC Chairman, Prof Roger Morris, 1990

AHB Minutes of the RAHAC Chairman’s Meeting, 1990

Assessment of Possum Control in an Area of Endemic Bovine Tuberculosis, G J Hickling,
Forest Research Institute, 1989

Comparison of effectiveness of Hunting and Aerial 1080 Poisoning for reducing a Possum
Population, D R Morgan and B Warburton, Forest Research Institute,
1987

Bait stations for assessment and control of Possum Population, R Walker, Forest
Research Institute, 1987

MAF/DSIR, Central King Country Research Project Final Report, P E Cowan and D S
Rhodes, Oct 1988, Ecology Division, DSIR

Report on a model for the Epidemiology and Control of Bovine Tuberculosis in Possums,
N D Barlow, MAF Tech Biological Modelling Unit

Spotlight Counts for Assessing Possum Control on Farmland, R E Brockie, D A
Rhoades and C D Ward, Ecology Division DSIR, May 1989

Comparison of the effectiveness of Hunting and Aerial 1080 poisoning from controlling
possums and an evaluation of a navigation guidance system for improving
aerial sowing of possum baits, D R Morgan, Forest Research Institute,
Dec 1988

Bovine Tuberculosis Control Policy Economic Evaluation, J W A Scoll with Revisions
by RN Forbes, 1988




23

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

P G Livingstone

P Nelson

Dr J Hellstrom
Jan de Zwart

Dr A MacArthur
Prof R Morris

R Alspach

R J Isbister

National Manager Tuberculosis Control MAF

Pest Control Board Consultant to Animal Health
Board

Trade Barriers Implications
Veterinary Officer, MAF, Blenheim
Lincoln University

Tuberculosis Research

Chairman, Animal Health Board

General Manager, Animal Health Board




