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Colletia paradoxa   syn. C. cruciata 
 
There are two examples of this leathery evergreen shrub on campus that I am aware of. 
There is one on the north facing wall of the Horticultural Teaching lab., the other example is 
at the southern side of the NRE Building close to the north side of the road. Examples 
appear to grow to 2m or more in height and spread and are fiercely armed. Pruning is an 
option to control size, if you can get close enough, it is better to allow sufficient space for this 
species in the first place. 
 

 
This example is south west of the Natural Resources Engineering buildings. 
 

 
Flowers are seen for a long period from autumn through much of the winter in sheltered 
examples such as that on the north side of the Horticultural Teaching lab. The small white 
bell shaped flowers are pleasantly fragrant. The fierce spiny tipped leathery green cladodes 
clearly have a photosynthetic function. True leaves when seen are tiny and deciduous.
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Convolvulus cneorum    
 
This is an easily recognised sub-shrub with silvery leaves and white and pink funnel shaped 
flowers. It grows best in full sun and has none of the bad connotations of other species 
called convolvulus that are weeds. This species rarely grows more than 50-75cm tall with a 
larger spread, it is well behaved and does not sucker or appear to produce any seedlings. 
There is an example of this species growing in the Orchard car park on the western side 
about midway between Farm Road and the Field Services Centre lecture theatre. 
 

  
This example is on the western side of Orchard car park. 
 

 
Leaves are simple, entire, covered in silver hairs. 
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Convolvulus sabatius 
 
This is a soft wooded trailing sub shrub growing against the warm north facing wall of the 
Horticultural teaching lab. This species has long trailing stems and is ideal trailing over 
retaining walls and the like, but is also a good ground cover plant in a full sun site. This 
species is evergreen and flowers at most times of the year, although most are seen in late 
spring and summer. In spite of the generic name, this species is well behaved and not a 
threat in gardens. 
 

 
This species is a good ground cover plant in a full sun site against the north facing wall of 
the Hort. Teaching lab. 
 

 
This example is growing against the north face of the Hudson Hall. Leaves are simple, 
alternate, entire, usually petiolate. 
 


