














































































































































































































7.1

Equipment

&

Because of the significance of this area of
information for management, the essential
figures from the body of the report are
summarised in terms of what the canoeists
didn't have:

one quarter had no alternative shelter to
the huts provided,

half had no alternative to open wood fires,

18 percent had neither tents nor stoves,

only half were satisfied with the equipment
they had taken with them.

Implications for Management

1

2l

Encourage self-sufficiency.

Provide sufficient facilities to cope with
the numbers who are not self-sufficient or
who prefer facilities.

Undertake a comprehensive education programme
which prepares these recreationists for

their experience and which elicit most
desirable user behaviours.

Organisation of Trip

d

3.

Most canoeists came from North Island urban
centres.

Most canoeists are able to make satisfactory
transport arrangements to commence, and to
be picked up after their river trip.

For most canoeists the river trip is their
primary and only objective.

Most canoeists travel the Taumarunui/Pipiriki
section of the river but this does not account
for a large number of canoeists who may

travel other reaches, but do not register at
Taumarunui and leave the water before

reaching Pipiriki.
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Implications for Management

7. Most aspects of organisation and travel seem
quite satisfactory. It is important however,
that management considers the significance
of future changes in energy resources.

Given that these are likely to change, canoe
trips could still be organised by bus or
rail. It is a recreational activity that can
be organised using a variety of public
transport systems. This may however,

require users to canoe the less popular
section from Pipiriki to Wanganui. Thus, the
facilities downstream from Pipiriki which

are currently under-utilised should be
regarded as potentially important and
maintained accordingly.

9.1 Time on the River

0.1

10,2

1. For most users the trip is essentially
leisurely. While the modal time is four to
six days, 40 percent of users take seven to
ten days. Only seven percent take less than
four days. Support for this leisurely
approach is found within the 'motivations'
section which stresses 'relaxation', as
an important satisfaction.

Implications for Management

1. Encouragement of this leisurely approach
can be fostered by provision of information
which stimulates side trips for natural
history, historical or general exploration
and use of the reserves. It also means
that facilities (huts and camp sites)
cannot be too far apart.

Where Camped

Most canoeists sleep in, or camp near the hut
sites and stay only one night at each site.
Twenty-five percent stay more than one night.

Implications for Management

Carrying capacity at any one time may be
overwhelmed by this group of 25 percent who stay
more than one night at each site. Any increase
of information for side-trips or alternative

activities is likely to increase 'stop-over'
mnmimhera
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Health During Trip

More than one in three canoeists contract
stomach disorders. Sunburn is the other major
problem.

Implications for Management

1. Install and maintain tank water supply.

2. Provide specific information on precautions
such as using sunscreens, boiling drinking
water and use of side stream sources.
Additional advice on camping hygiene would
also be important. Involve other
authorities and groups in attempts to
improve water quality.

Activities and Satisfactions

The physical satisfactions of the canoeing
experience is the number one and other satisfactions
all stem in part from this.

Activities

1. Exploration, particularly of historical sites
is the most important alternative activity.

2. Relaxing or to be and feel 'relaxed' is a
state of mind or a physical state which is
pervasive for all activities.

(N]

Nature observation and the'presence' of
nature are important.

4. Photography (obtaining a record of the trip)
is important.

5. Fishing, hunting and tramping (other than
the walk to an historic site) are important
for only 20 percent of canoeists but are
possibly important to other specific groups
of recreationists. Trout fishing is not
reported as an important activity very far
downstream from Taumarunui.

Satisfactions and Dissatisfactions

Half of the sample were totally satisfied with
all aspects of their experience. For the
remainder, various aspects of their trip did not
meet up to expectations. This comment needs to



be placed into perspective. For 72 percent of
this group the 'white water' did not meet
expectations and for 20 percent, river pollution
was offensive.

For overall satisfactions:
1. Highest ranked of satisfactions was solitude.

2. Next ranked are social enjoyment and the
physical effect of the recreation.

3. 'Camping experience', 'being part of nature’,
and 'historical and scientific' interest were
also important.

12.4 Implications for Management

Satisfaction with activities must be looked at

in total as they are logically interdependent
and strongly influence motivations for similar
or repeat trips. 1In recognising this, management
must positively attempt to influence a number of
contributing factors.

These are:

1. Water quantity which must be negotiated with
the appropriate authorities to ensure a
supply which meets the requirements for
canoeing, jet-boating and other water based
recreation.

2. Water quality which has been reported as
having declined over recent years, partly
as a result of headwater diversion. Close
liaison with other 'authorities' may help
with this problem.

3. Maintenance of wilderness values which
constantly emerge as an essential pre-requisite
to other user-satisfaction.

4. Maintenance of 'social experiences' by
careful monitoring of facilities, conditions
and numbers which will maximise 'quality of
experience'.

13.0 Section VIII: Opinions of River Users on Facilities

and Management Options:

13.1 Accommodation

Paennnea waa divided between those requiring huts,
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69.

shelters, campsites or combinations of these.
No clear mandate is available and it would
appear that users prefer the option of deciding
on accommodation in terms of the prevailing
conditions - particularly weather, and the size
of the party.

Implications for Management

Provide adequate hut or shelter accommodation
to ensure user-safety. Huts should generally
be small (much as at present) and where
feasible, could have adjacent camp sites.
Where shelters are envisaged as an alternative
to huts, they too could have nearby camping
areas.

If it were possible, the pattern of distribution
of these facilities should be consistent and
regular to enable users to plan their travel
patterns.

Given these general guidelines, other management

criteria would appear more important than user
preferences in making decisions on accommodation.

Cooking

Seventy-five percent see fires or combination
of fires and 'cookers' (gas or other fuel) as
desirable.

Implications for Management

Provide fireplaces but encourage users (through
pre-trip information provision) to be self-
contained in case of emergency and to collect
wood before reaching their daily destination.

Rubbish Disposal

Only a minority (25 percent) of users favour a
'carry in carry out' policy, while a further
11 percent prefer a combination of carry out
and rubbish holes. The balance (64 percent)
favoured rubbish holes.

Implications for Management

As the digging of rubbish holes cannot be
sustained in the long-term a user-education
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programme should be stressed. Such a programme
would advise on selection of foods and
containers to minimise rubbish and would
encourage the development of norms favouring
the carrying out of non-combustible items.

Access

Respondents, including jet boat owners
interviewed, were generally satisfied with
access.

Implications for Management

No further access is required in the immediate
future.

Restrictions on Use

Almost two-thirds of users rejected the concept
of restrictions of use at this time. However,
half of these forsee a time when it may be
necessary to limit river use. It is the writer's
opinion that replies to such questions invariably
reflect a 'last settler' syndrome in:which the
current user perceives present use-levels as
ideal and wants to see it stay that way.l

Implications for Management

At least for the forseeable future, the only
constraints on carrying capacity are likely to
be environmental. Given the capacity of
accommodation and camp sites to cope with
increasing numbers, user experience is, unlikely
to be affected by this increase.

Availability of Information

While the quality of information available is
appreciated, users generally required more
pre-trip information.

l'Sociological carrying capacity and the last
settler syndrome.' Neilsen, J.M., Shelby, B.
and Hass, J.E. (1977). Pacific Sociological
Review 20 pp, 568-581.
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4. What was the number of people (by age group) in your party?
No. Females No. Males
___under 16 _.. under 16
2 Xe=19 aa Torly
___ 20-22 o 20=32
PR g2 T 3-28
L. 26=30 . T26%30
__ 31-40 ___31-40
.. over 40 .. over 40
o 1 Type of boat yod used on your boat trip?
_____ Canoe ! ____ Kayak
_____ Rubber Raft » o et . Boakt
____ Dinghy _____ Other (please specify)
6. What was the approximate date you:
Left home

Started your trip down the river

Finished your trip on the river

Arrived home again

748 Did you stop to visit any areas on your way to or from
starting your river trip? Yes[::] No[::]If Yes where?
8.

this trip. Can

motivated your

We would like to know what gave you the incentive to make

you say what source of information or contacts

Wanganui River Trip?

Pilense comment

9. Were
trip?

you able to get adequate information on or about the

Yes No




9. continued.

If not please comment on information which would have been

helpful.

10. Why did you take your trip at the particular time you did as
opposed to an earlier or later date?

Coincided with my vacation time

Other (please specify)

11. What gear/equipment did you take with you?

12. Looking back: Would you take anything else or were scme items

superfluous? Please elaborate.

13. How did you organise return transport? Please detail.

14. About how many kilometres was the round trip from home to

home? (river excluded).

15. Did you or any menber of your group suffer from illness or

accident .during your trip? Yes No

Please comment on your diagnosis of this, its duration, cause, treatment

you adopted etc.




PART B.

This section asks you to think back on your trip and to

evaluate your experiences.

16. How satisfied were you with the following experiences.

Indicate your satisfactionby circling one number after each

' Q4
statement (A-H) below. o ke
5 4
3 g F
s b o 3

) 2 »
o LTI B
0 ¥ 9~
(1) N - o )
- o] o Wooon o
o ] wn o ©

© - —~ o o
) W o Hs s Serge
A R
A. Solitude, uncrowded areas, being s‘ ﬁ 3 = 7 A
> )] z a > (@]
away from the rush of civilisation. 1 2 3 4 5.6
B. White water (the rapids). 1 2 3 4 5 6
C. Camping experience. 1 2 3 4 5 6
D. Social enjoyment. 1 2 o T - LSS

E. Historical and scientific
interest. 1 2 3 g BN 6
F. Observing and being a part of
nature. 1 LR ] 4 5 6
G. The physical effort of the
racreation. : 2 3 4 a5 6
H. Other (please list).

' 1 g 38 5

1 2 3 5

1 2 3 5

Commengg




5 U % Did the river meet up with your expectations? (piease comment)

187 Please tick the activities you undertook during your trip and
the approximate time spent doing each. Please rate them in their oxrder

of importance to you lst, 2nd, 3rd, etc.

Activity ' Time (hours) Importance
Fishing ‘

Goat hunting

Pig hunting

Tramping

Nature observation

General exploring (land)
Side trips (water)

Looking at historical sites
Swimming

Photography

Relaxing

Sun bathing

Other (please list)

Comments




19. Were vou passed or did you pass other river users?

Yes No . Were-they doing the same as you? Yes[::]No [::l
Did meeting the other party(ies) worry you or affect your

enjoyment of the trip?

20. The following situations are things you might have
encountered.on your Wanganui River trip. Please indicate how each
affected you. Circle the number after each statement which best
shows your reaction to these situations. If you did not encounter

or experience these on your trip, then mark final column to

o
-
indicate that it did not occur. 2 . S S
il - -
o Rl -
- - - T 5
@ e TR N g
+ g <] S|
o g 2
e s O 3]
@ 9]
R et R
R o il BT
@9 9 9 < S
‘M ™ ) o B =
e R -
9 o o]
TR A
A. Pinding litter along the river or at™ +H +H ® H
campsites. 1 2 3 4 5 6
B. Camping at a place with no toilet
facilities or shelter. 1 2 3 4 5 6
C. Meeting no other parties. 1 2053 4 5
D. Seeing man-made features. 1 2 3 4 5
E. Camping at a place that shows sub-
stantial amounts of use. i 2 3 4 5 6
F. Camping at a place where several
other parties are camped. 1 2 3 4 5 6
G. Noise from planes or other man-
caused disturbances. X 2 3 4 5 6

H. Others not listed or comments on
any of the above.




PART C
e O
The following items refer to the adjoining map. Please |
refer to it in answering.and mark as appropriate.
215 Mark the map at your point of entry and exit from the river ar
state the sections of the river covered.
22, Were there any section(s) in which you felt there were too
many people ?(please circle)
A B C D E F ALL NONE
Please comment on those places you felt were crowded. (be as
precise as possible).
23. If you saw or ‘experienced any environmental deterioration or
other related problems, in which section(s) did these occur?
A B C D E F ALL NONE
What were they?
24. which section(s) did you enjoy most for their scenic qualitic
A B < D E F ALL NONE
Comments : \
254 What section(s) had the best fishing/hunting?
A B C D E i ALL NONE DIDN'T FI1SH/HUNT

Comments:




26. Which section(s) had the best white water?
A B CTD B F UALL - NONE

Comments :

27 In which area(s) did you see wildlife? (e.g. goats, pigs,

water birds, other)

A B c g e F ALL NONE
What type?
28. Which section(s) did you enjoy most?
A B [ % D E F ALL NONE
Comments:
29. Which section(s) did you enjoy least?
A B C D E F ALL NONE
Comments:
30. Please locate all the places vou camped with a c> on the

enclosed map (a close approximation will do). Note number of nights

thus C)

I, Please indicate those places where you tramped away from

the river with an arrow (——3%) on the map.



32, Do you plan to do this trip again in the future?

YesD NOD Don't know D

Reasons - if yes

- if no

33. Do you plan a similar type of trip again? e.g. to canoe other

rivers? Yes[::] No[::] :

If your trip was' sometime ago, have you had other trips since?

YesD NOD

If yes, which rivers?

PART D.

This section seeks your ideas on management and improvement
possibilities . :
R what do you think the principal objectives for management of

this river should be?

350 Do yéu think that recreational use of the Wanganui River

should be regulated:-

At the present time? Yes[::] No[::] At some future Yes No
time?

Comment :




“10=

36. Do you feel there should be more stringent controls or
limits placed on the size of parties using the Wanganui? Yesl !
Nol L If Yes, what should be the maximum number of people in a

party?

37. Should rubbish holes be dug or should river users carry

out all rubbish with them?

Please elaborate:

38 Should use of fireplaces be encouraged or should river

users be expected to carry portable cooking equipment?

Comment :

39. Do you prefer huts, simple shelters, camp gites or

éome combination of these?

Reasons:

40. What provisions should be made for access to the river?

(e.g. ramps etc.)

41, What suggestions do you have that would improve this

trip for others?

L




PART E.

-11-

This section is to gather simple data about the kinds of
pecple who mostly travel the river.

Because some of this information
may seem to invade your privacy we again assure you that you can

remain anonymous and that all information will be completely confident-

ial.
42. What is your: Age?
43. Sex? MIWAi Fl
44. Occupation (indicate position)
e.g. School teacher (primary)
€.9. Carpenter (self-employed)
45, Where do you live?
46. Marital status? Married e Singlg'mmv
47. Do you have any children? Ye$1;;l MQE::I
If yes, what are their ages? ; S
48. Were they with you on this trip? ves| No j
49, What is the highest level of education that you have completed:
2 years secondary Teachers'! College
. ~ Graduate
‘Schoel certificate Part degree
University Entrance University Graduate
Further secondary Adyanced degree
Trade exams Other
5Q. How many days of paid vacation do you have each yeax? 3
51.

year?

If self-employed, how many days of vacation do you take each




52 Approximately how much did your trip cost?

$

How many people did these costs include?

53; Do you belong to any organisations that are primarily

concerned with conservation and/or outdoor recreation?

YesD No D

If Yes please specify:

Conservation GrqQups Outdoor Recreation Groups

54, Is there anything else you would like to tell us about

your Wanganui River trip? If so please use this space for that

purpose.

Your contribution to this effort is very much appreciated.
Please enclose this questionnaire in the prepaid envelope

and mail as soon as possible. Thank you.



(To be completed by River Ranger)

APPENDIX II

WANGANUI RIVER - RECREATION SURVEY (INTERIM FORMAT)

Site Number
Location

Weather

USERS

Number in party

Date

Observer

Males

Females

Composition of Party (e.g. family, friendship group, club group,

other (specify):

Type of Travel:

Age Group:

ACCOMMODATION AND SITE

Single canoe
Double canoe
Canadian
Raft

Jet boat

Cther (specify)

School age

School age - 19

Type of Shelter:

Length of Time at Site:

Cooking Medium:

Fire Use:

20 - 29

30 = 39

40 - 49

50+

USE

Tent ek =y

Hut A
Nothing

Other (specify)

Nights Hours
Fire

Portable Stove

Cooking

Warmth

Social

Drying gear



IMPACT ON SITE

Vegetation Crushing (describe)

Use of Natural Materials to improve Camp Site (describe)

Toilet Facilities or Alternatives

Use of Firewood

Evidence of Fires

-

Rubbish Left on Site (quantity)

(type)






